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1885. 


MEMBERS OF THE BOARD, 


PRESIDENT. 
B. F. KITTRELL, M. Di cvaiveseeexvieeekes Brack HAWK. 
SECRETARY. 
WIRT JOHNSTON, M. D...... ee eee ee JACKSON. 
FOR THE STATE AT LARGE. 
Be We Daney Me Dreri EEEN Holly Springs. 
D- L. Phares; M: D peciceiiese nres lets Agricultural College. 
Wirt: Johnston- Me Dorodcoeskisinirti ottena a Jackson. 
First District— 
J. M. Taylor, M. D2 vac curdoue eee iees Corinth. 
E-P. Sale -Me Dy 26. Gen syawaes $324 Aberdeen. 
Second District— 
Wo. Hyen M. Dec ete en Holly Springs. 
John Wright, M. D. scc..scecasyeaeceean Sardis. 
Third District— f 
S. V: D; HU- M: Dinos ooo Ste wrearoretek Macon. 
. B. F. Kittrell, M. D....esssesesonn Black Hawk. 
Fourth District— 
J. H. Blanks, M. D......oececacsoen- Meridian. 
Ji Pe Moore, M; Dan sesrirrireastas Yazoo City. 
Fifth District— a 
Robert Kells, M. (Disco. hiesuscevads Jackson. 
J. W. Bennett, M. D............... Brookhaven. 
Sixth District— 
*R, T. Edwards, M. D.....  ....... Vicksburg. 
R. S. Toombs, M. D................ Greenville. 


*Dr. C. A. Rice resignedin 1885, and Dr. Edwards was ap- 
pointed. 


Per 


CHEF HEALTH OFFICERS OF COUNTIES. 


Adams .......... Dr. L. E. Profilet.......... ..-. Natchez. 
Alcorn s.< eon ces Pri Ro My: Youn’ sacsceece setae: Corinth. 
Amite.. .... sak Dr. C. H. Bates............08: Bates Mill. 
Atali kneden Dr. J. W. Scarborough......... Kosciusko. 
Bolivar. ......... Dr. J. W. Dulaney. ... ........ Rosedale. 
Carroll.. ......... Dr. G. W. Vassar............ Carrollton . 
Chickasaw....... Dr. J. H. Murfee ic oe Se Seeds Okolona. 
Clay ecrenate Se Dr. J. E. McEachern.... .... West Point. 
Copiah.. ... oes: Dr. G- W. Purnell...... ..... Hazlehurst. 
Covington ....... Dr. Alex Fairley........... Williamsburg. 
DeSoto.. ........ Dr. T. Jones. idio fsb Sees >... Hernando. 
Grenada.... ..... Dr. G. W. Trimble............. Grenada, 
Hancock ........ Dr JA Mead e.cxeaeyesas Pearlington. 
INOS espace des Dr. J. H. Rhodes: .acacewscces Learned. 
Holmes ......... Dr. G. C. Phillips. 0.464.056 Lexington. 
Issaquena........ Dr. F. M. Halbert........... Duncansby. 
Jasper. ......aa.. Dr. B. F. Travis.... sesaen es Heidelberg. 
Jefferson......... Dr. N. L. (GUGOy ioe ees, Genesee Fayette. 
Jones senres ua Dr. W. M. Peacock... 4.6% se %s Ellisville. 
Kemper ......... Dr. W. H. Lipscomb............ Scooba. 
Lafayette. ... .... Dr. J. T. Chandler.... 5 .....5-<: Oxford. 
Lauderdale ......Dr. A. H. Smith .............. Meridian. 
Lawrence........ Dr. J. A. Rowan............ Silver Creek 
Leake... ........ Dr. B. N. Ward.......... Dakia Carthage 
E TET Dr. R. C. Cunningham.......... Verona 
Leflore .......... Dr. M. G. Davis wise enka Greenwood 
Lincoln.......... Dr. E. J. Bowen............ Brookhaven 
Lowndes ........ Dr. B. A. Vaughan............ Columbus. 
Madison......... Dr. A. T. Semmes.... ........., Canton. 
` Marshall....... .Dr. Chesley Daniel........ Holly Springs. 
Monroe ......... Dr. J. M. Greene............ Aberdeen. 
Montgomery ..... Dr. Bits Ward vex Yoke cucu sors Winona. 
Newton..... .... Dro CoP- Parine isc araua Decatur. 


4 CHIEF HEALTH OFFICERS OF COUNTIES. 


Noxubee. 2.5 a4. Dr, AA MiND isvouscn oes .. Macon. 
Oktibbeha..... .. Dr. W. N. Ames...........--. Starkville. 
Panola y sion ...... Dra Fo Ge Duley nce Sateen teaa es Sardis. 
Pikes coc uteetees Dr. C. Hoover <.cecceeeas McComb City. 
Quitman ........ Dr. G. S. Johnston .........0..- Marks. 
Rankin.......... Dr. W. H. Whites. ese. eeoies Brandon, 
Scott ios. abst, Dr J-L. Murel cnnedesiae ontes Forest. 
Tatere rise aaie Dr. J. L. Roseborough.. ........ 

Tippah ... a.a. Dr. W. D. Carter........oresea n Ripley. 
Tishomingo ...... Dr. We As Hodges cscs ives torana Iuka. 
Funta cessie ewe! Dr. M. J. Alexander.... ........ Austin. 
Warren.......... Dr. W. T. Balfour............ Vicksburg. 
Washington ...... Di Ss Walkers sr oen esa Greenville, 
Wilkinson........ Dr. E. L. McGehee.... ...... Woodville. 
Yalobusha..... .. Dr. H. A. Gant ......... Water Valley. 
Yazoo .... ae as Dr. W. B. Thomason........ Silver Creek. 


BIENNIAL REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT. - 


ee 


To His Excellency, Robert Lowry, Governor : 


In obedience to the requirements of section 7 of ‘“‘An act to 
create a State Board of Health,” 1 have the honor to submit 
the Report of the Mississippi State Board of Health for the 
years: 1884 end 1885: . 


SANITARY CONDITION AND PROSPECT. 


During the period covered by this report, local outbreaks of 
small-pox have occurred in different parts of the State, the dis- 
ease being chiefly confined to our colored population.- By 
‘the utmost vigilance on the part of our Health Officers and 
Inspectors, who were promptly furnished with the means for 
suppressing the loathsome disease, we are enabled to congratu- 
late ourselves upon the fact tuat our people have doubtless been 
protected from a terrible epidemic visitation of this fatal 
scourge, like that, for instance, which has been afflicting, for 
some time past, the city of Montreal, Canada, and the ueigh- 
boring towns. As our State is constantly augmenting its rail- 
road facilities and other means of communication, thereby 
greatly promoting the frequent and easy intercourse of our citi- 
zens with each other as well as with outside communities, we 
must be prepared to expect annual outbreaks of small-pox, 
because it is a disease that can be suppressed only by the rigid 
and universal enforcement of compulsory vaccination. In the 
present state of public opinion and among a heterogertious popu- 
lation like ours, this desirable means of prevention could 
hardly be instituted, except in the presénce of immediate dan- 
ger. Notwithstanding the occurrence of small-pox in several 
counties, and a few endemic outbreaks of dysentery, diphtheria, 
scarlatina, measles, and typho-malarial fever, it is believed that, 
if accurate statistics Gould be obtained, it would be shown that 
the death rate among the whole population, during the past 
two years, has been lower than usual, because those malarial 
_ diseases, which usually claim the greatest number of victims, 
have probably not been so prevalent and fatal as in former ° 
years. But, in the absence of complete and accurate statistics, 
general opinion, in matters of this kind, can amount to but lit- 
tle more than speculation. It is pertinent, in this connection, 
to suggest that the information to be obtained by the registra- 
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tion of vital and mortuary statistics, could doubtless be secured, 
under a well devised law, with a comparatively small expendi-| 
ture of money, which would soon be returned to the State a 
hundred-fold in the institution, in unhealthy localities, of sani- 
tary reforms, which would promote the public health, and, ergo, 
the public_wealth and welfare. Wanting this registration, we 
have no satisfactory means of ascertaining the ‘sanitary condi- 
tion and prospect” of the State, and are almost shorn of the 
power intended to be conferred by the law creating the Board, 
to ‘‘investigate the source of mortality and the effect of locali- 
ties, employments and other conditions upon public health, and 
the causes of disease, and the best means of prevention of dis- 
ease.” (Section 4.) 


YELLOW FEVER AND CHOLERA. 


Although yellow fever has been prevailing in the tropical 
countries, in which it is endemic, and there has probably been 
no hindrance, from meteorological conditions, to its invasion of 
our shores, yet we fortunately have been spared a visitation of 
this dreaded disease. As firm believers in the efficacy of prop- 
erly regulated quarantine. we must attribute chis happy result 
to increased vigilance on the part of health authorities, both 
State and National, and to ampıer facilities for the prompt and 
efficient execution of quarantine measures, directed by a larger 
knowledge derived from the most recent scientific investigation 
and experiment. 

That terrible scourge, Asiatic cholera, has not yet appeared 
in this country, although its advent has been momentarily 
expected. Boards of Health in various States and cities have, : 
for months past, been sounding the note of warning, and urging 
their inhabitants to institute such sanitary measures as woula 
either prevent or mitigate the affliction of an epidemic of 
cholera. Though our Board has been silent, it has been none 
the less vigilant, and has always been ready, at a moment's 
warning, to adopt the measures most approved by experience 
for the protection of our’ citizens. The efficient Secretary of 
the Board and Chairman of the Executive Committee, Dr. 
Wirt Johnston, some time ago prepared a circular for distribu- 
tion among the people which contained all the necessary in‘or- 
mation for their guidance, but it was withheld from publica- 
tion, because it was thought that the advice it contained would 
be more generally heeded when the danger should become more 
imminent. T 

' WORK PERFORMED. 

The report of the Executive Committee herewith submitted, 
will furnish a detailed account of the operations of the Board 
since its last biennial report. From said report it will be seen 
that small-pox prevailed extensively in several localities during 
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the year 1884, and that the most energetic measures were taken 
for its suppression, Although this work necessarily resulted in 
considerable expense to the State, yet it is believed to have 
been performed as economically as possible with a due regard to 
th2 public safety. The result will vindicate the wisdom of the 
Legislature which made a liberal appropriation for the purpose 
of suppressing contagious diseases within the limits of the State, 
for, had no steps been taken to prevent the spread of the disease, 
the precuniary loss alone to the State would have been incalcu- 
lable, not to mention human suffering and the destruction of 
human life. 

The report will also show the Executive Committee prepared 
in due time for the prompt establishment of quarantine against 
yellow fever by provisionally appointing Health Inspectors and 
by purchasing the necessary appliances for establishing quaran- 
tine stations, which were carefully stored, ready for use, at the 
exposed points on the borders of the State. 

The Board has accomplished little or nothing in the way of 
general sanitation, because, although ample power has been 
conferred to make necessary investigations and to inaugurate 
sanitary reforms, the Legislature has not yet seen fit to mak 
any appropriation for these purposes. If the familiar maxims, 
“Public health is public wealth,” ‘‘an ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure,” contain a modicum of truth, great an 
lasting good could be accomplished by means of a moderate co 
tingent appropriation to enable the Board to make sanitary sur- 
veys of unhealthy localities, and to analyze suspected waters 
and soils. | 


SUGGESTIONS OF FURTHER LEGISLATIVE ACTION. 


Under section 7 of the law creating this Board, it is R 
that, in our biennial reports, we should ‘‘suggest further legis- 
lative action or precaution, deemed proper for the protection of 
life and health and the prevention of disease.” 

I need not recur to the matters demanding legislation, which 
have been incidentally noticed in the preceding paragraphs, 
except to emphasize their importance. 

In the reports of my predecessors, especially those prepared 
by Dr. S. V. D. Hill and Dr. J. M. Taylor, many valuable sug- . 
gestions were made to which it is desirable that the attention of 
the Legislature should again be called. These related to such 
various and important matters as the systematic drainage of 
lands, the inspection of illuminating oils, the sale of poisons, 
the adulteration of food and medicines, the qualification of 
druggists, and last, but not least, the instruction of the youth 
in the public schools of our State in the elementary principles 
of Physiology and Hygiene. : 

The law has very wisely provided for the appointment of a 
Chief Health Officer in each county of the State, who ‘‘shall be 
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a physician of well-known sanitary attainments.” This officer 
is required, under the law, to perform many important duties, 
the faithful and intelligent execution of which would be abso- 
lutely necessary to the success of any scheme, either of local or 
general sanitation, that might he inaugurated by tae State | 
Board of Health. Unfortunately, the law provides that the 
salary of said officer shall be fixed by the Board of Supervisors 
of each county, ‘‘in no case to exceed the salary of the Super- 
intendent of Education of such county.” It has resulted that 
in many of the wealthiest and’ most populous counties in the 
State, the Boards of Supervisors have practically abolished the 
office by refusing to pay more than a nominal salary of a few 
dollars, the theory being that in the absence of an epidemic 
contagious disease there can be no need for the services of such 
an officer. The practical application of such a theory would 
soon arrest all sanitary progress. It has been well said, ‘‘when 
the masses have given sufficient thought to the question of 
health to place a cash value—which ougut to be the lowest pos- 
sible estimate of human life—on life, and a money loss to every 
day of sickness that robs an individual of his or her daily labor, 
then the problem of sanitary reforms will have been brought to 
the minimum. The question of expense is to many the ever- 
ready source of procrastination in this work, and can only be 
- overcome by a better understanding of the relation of cause to 
effect in sickness and disease. The farmer puts a fence around 
his field of grain to protect it from destruction, yet it does not 
enter his mind that an impregnable barrier between the sink 
cess-pool and the family well would often yieid him a much 
richer return by preventing sickness. To bring plain facts on 
these almost numberless topics home to the people is a work of 
great necessity, and of untold value to the commonwealth. A 
Board of Health may be likened to a standing army with a foe 
on every side. When the battle does not rage the fortifications 
should be strengthened ; so, when epidemics are silent the work 
of strengthening the defenses goes on, for inactivity would leaa 
to disaster.” In a work of such vital importance, our Board 
could have no more efficient allies than active and capable 
County Health Officers, but we cannot secure them unless they 
can be assured compensation for their services. Many of these 
officers have already resigned, and it is found that in the ma- 
jority of the counties the Board will soon be unable to prevail on 
any competent physician to accept the office. A very moderate 
compensation, probably the small sum of one-cent per capita, to. 
be paid annually out of the general county fund, would suffice 
to command the services of competent officers who would faith- 
fully discharge all the duties required of them by the law. 

We would state that, so far as we can discover, no provision 
is made in the law for the speedy abatement of nuisances, when 
they are of such a character as to require immediate suppres- 
sion in the interest of the public health. The process desig- 
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nated in section 9 of the law, under which this Board is operat 

ing, is doubtless too circu:nlocutory to afford the desired relief in 
such exceptional eases‘as may demand immediate action on the 
part of the health authorities. We would suggest the enact- 
ment of a law, which, while protecting the citizen from an arbi- 
trary invasion. of his rights, would secure the prompt abatement’ 
of any nuisance that at the time of its discovery might be seri- 
ously affecting the public health. Such laws exist in several of 
the States, and the’ powers of Boards of Health under them 
have been carefully defined in the decisions ot courts. 


LAW TO REGULATE THE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. 


From our experience since our last report we are convinced 
that this law will prove to be one of the most beneficent that 
has ever been enacted in the interest of the public health. We 
are satisfied that its enforcemeht has met with the hearty appro- 
bation of all classes of our people. One bundred and eleven 
applicants have been examined during the past two years. 
Eleven were refused license. Of ihe former two were rejected 
on a first examination, but, having resumed their studies during 
an interval of six or more months, were licensed on a second 
examination. The percentage of rejections may appear to be 
small, but it must be remembered that the law has for its ob- 
ject the protection of the people from gross incompetence and 
ignorance. It would be unwise to erect such, a standard of at- 
tainment as that adopted by an army or a navy medical exam- 
ining board, by whom the questions of profound scholarship 
and literary accomplishment can be duly considered, for, while 
these qualifications are greatly to be desired, they are not essen- 
tial to the skillful practice of medicine, and many of our most use- 
ful and competent physicians do not possess them. Comparatively 
‘few medical officers are required in any army or navy—a large and 
populous State must be supplied with a great number of physi- 
cians. ‘Our Boards of Censors have been careful to license only 
those who have been found to possess sufficient medical knowl- 
edge to satisfy the demand of the people for trustworthy practi- 
tioners. Itis believed that the law. has effected good in prevent- 
ing ignorant persons from attempting to enter the profession, 
and that it has also caused many medical schools to exercise 
greater care and diligence in the instruction of their pupils. 
As there was considerable opposition to the enactment of this 
Jaw on the ground that the Boards of Censors, being composed 
of adherents of the Regular or ‘‘Allopathic” school, might be 
unjust to applicants belonging to other schools of medicine, it is 
pertinent to state that all of the Homepathie and Eclectic ap- 
plicants (four in number,) who have presented themselves for 
examination have been duly licensed. 

Under this head, I would renew the recommendation of my 
predecessor, Dr. J..M. Taylor, in regard to conferring on the 
State Board of Health the power to revoke the licenses of phy- 
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sicians who may be convicted of gross immorality or palpable 
incompetence. As to the latter offense, special reference being 
had to persons licensed under section 17 of the law. This power 
was conferred on the State Board of Health of Illinois, and ex- 
perience has shown that it has resulted in great benefit to the 
people of that State. f 


CONCLUSION. 


In conclusion, we would call attention tc the fact that our 
State has not been visited by yellow fever orany other widespread 
epidemic disease since this Board has been furnished, through 
the wise liberality of the Legislature, with the power and the 
means to declare and to enforce efficient quarantine regulations. 
We are certainly conscious of having endeavored faithfully to 
discharge the great responsibilities resting on us, and while our 
labors have been performed at some pecuniary sacrifice and 
personal inconvenience to the majority of us, we feel that we 
have been amply rewarded by the generous appreciation of our 
work on the part of the great body of our fellow citizens. Our 
interest in the great cause of sanitation, our pride in a noble 
profession, our moral obligations as citizens of a great common- 
wealth, all constrain us to go on with this work on the sole 
condition that our laudable efforts shal! be reasonably seconded 
by those who shall receive the benefit of our labors. Paradoxi- 
cal as it may seem, the interests of the true physician must be 
subserved by the progress of sanitary science. Although the 
growth of sanitary knowledge must result in prolonging the 
average of human life, and, therefore, in increasing also the 
sum of human happiness and prosperity, yet as long as human 
life begins at the cradle and ends in the grave, there will be 
ample work for the capable and conscientious physician. The day 
is probably not far distant when, as a skillful sanitarian, he will 
find abundant employment and full remuneration. When that 
day comes, the ignorant quack, the unprincipled charlatan, and 
the vendor of nostrums will begin to disappear. Wa desire to 
contribute our mite toward this great reformation, animated by 
the belief that this noble State will not linger in the path of 
progress and of dnty, but, fully exemplifying the spirit of the 
age in all of her educational, charitable and sanitary undertak- 
ings, shall be recognized everywhere as the home of a happy, 
prosperous and enlightened people. 

Very respectfully, B. F. KITTRELL, M. D., 
President State Board of Health. 


1884. 


STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


MINUTES. 


WEST PornT, Miss., March 31, 1884. 


The State Board of Health met at rr o'clock A. M. There 
` were present, Drs. Hill, Blanks, Phares, Bennett, Kittrell, Rice 
and Johnston. 

In the absence of the President, Dr. J. M. Taylor, the Board 
was called to order by the Secretary. 

The Board proceeded to elect a President for the ensuing year. 
Dr. B. F. Kittrell was placed in nomination by Dr. Hill and 
elected by acclamation. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

Dr. Kittrell, of the Committee on Legislation, reported that an 
amendment to the law to regulate the practice of medicine had 
been enacted at the last session of the Legislature, which provides 
for only two meetings a year of the Boards of Censors, viz.: first 
Monday in April and first Monday in October. 

On motion of Dr. Hill, the Board adjourned until 3 o’clock 
P. M. 


FIRST DAY— AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Board met at 3 o’clock P. M.; the President, Dr. Kittrell, 
in the chair. 

The following Executive Committee was elected for the ensu-- 
ing year: Drs. Kells, Rice and Johnston. Dr. Johnston was 
designated as Chairman. 

The following nominations were made for Chief Health Offi- 
cers of Counties: 


Adams........... Dr. L. E. Profilet.......... PEESO Natchez. 
ALCORN is esters es Dr. R. M. Young................ Corinth. 
AMen unita Dr. C., H. Bates..... TREE Liberty. 
Attala.. .. a... Dr. J. W. Scarborough........ Kosciusko.. 
Bolivar.......... Dr. J. W. Dulaney........... `~. Rosedale. 


Carroll. .......... Dr. G. W. Vassar..........-.- Carrollton. 
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COUNTY. NAME. ` POSTOFFICE. 
Chickasaw........Dr. J. H. Murfee............... Okolona. 
Clay isimse Dr. J. E. McEachern.......... West Point. 
Copiah.... 0.0.. Dr. G. W. Purnell............ Hazlehurst. 
Covington........ Dr. Alex. Fairley........... Mount Olive. 
DeSoto .cceovedar Dre Te JONES iva ew EAN -.. Hernando. 
Franklin.......... Dr. L. D. Harrison............. Turners. 
Grenada.......... Dr. G. W. Trimble............. Grenada. 
Hancock,........ Dr. J. A. Mead..... Worse Pearlington. 
Hinds............ Dr. J. H. Rhbodes.........nnunn Learned. 
Holmes....... .«.Dr. G. ©. Phillips............. Lexington. 
Jefferson,.........Dr. N. L. Guice...............-. Fayette. 
Kemper.......... Dr. W. H. Lipscomb............ Scooba. 
Latayette.........Dr. T. T. Chandler.............. Oxford. 
Lauderdale....... Dr.A. He Smith... sacks tens Meridian. 
Lawrence,....... Dr. J. A, Rowan..............Silver Creek. 
Leer Seding ade noed Dr. R. C. Cunningham.......... Verona. 
Leflore....7...... Dr. M. G, Davis............. Greenwood. 
Lincoln..........Dr. E. J. Bowen............ Brookhaven. 
Lowndes......... Dr. B. A. Vaughan............ Columbus. 
Madison.,....... Dr. A. T. Semmes..........000-: Canton. 
Marion....... ieee Dr. T. B. POLE ee ecard asad Columbia. 
Marshall......... Dr. Chesley Daniel........ Holly Springs. 
Monroe........ .Dr. J. M. Greene............. Aberdeen. 
Montgomery...... Dr: Bi E: Ward sw hock ascleid vain’ Winona. 
Newton........ wr Co Ps Partin ws tan fue wees Decatur. 
Oktibbeha........ Dr. W. N. Ames...........65. Starkville. 
Pike een otae ar eng Dr. C.-HoOver ccc se cascaes McComb City. 
Quitman,........ Dr. G. S. Johnston............... Marks, 
Rankin............Dr. W. H. White................ Brandon. 
Sharkey.......... Dr. J. Cy Hall. ......... McKinneyville. 
Tippah.......... Dr. W. D. Carter...... Leigh vee erties Ripley. 
Tishomingo.... .. Dr. W. A. Hodges................. Iuka. 
Warren. ... 2... Dr. W. T. Balfour............. Vicksburg. 
Wilkinson........ Dr. E. L. McGehee........... Woodville, 
Yalobusha........ Dr. H. A. Gants circa Water Valley. 
ETA EEE Dr. W. B. Thomason......... Yazoo City. 


The Secretary presented an application from the Board of Su- 
pervisors of Itawamba county, asking that exemption from a 
health officer be granted. 

On motion of Dr. Hill, the exemption was granted. 

On motion, the Board adjourned until ro o’clock a, M. to-mor- 
row. 


SECOND DAY. 


APRIL I, 1884. 
The Board mét at 10 o’clock, the President in the chair. Pres- 
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ent: Drs. Sale, Hill, Bennett, Blanks, Rice, Phares, Toombs and 
Johnston. 

The minutes of the preceding day were read and approved. 

Dr. H. A. Minor, of Macon, was nominated for Chief Health 
Officer of Noxubee county. 

The Secretary read a communication from the Jackson County 
Board of Health, in which the members of that Board tendered 
their resignations. 

On motion of Dr. Hill, the Secretary was instructed to corres- 
pend with the board of supervisors of Jackson county, and ascer- _ 
tain what amount of funds would be raised by the county for the 
payment of expenses for quarantine during the coming season. 

On motion, Dr. Sale was appointed a committee to obtain a 
legal opinion in regard to the terms of Chief Health Officers of 
counties. 

Hon. F. S. White was thereupon invited before the Board by 
Dr. Sale, who stated that, in his opinion, when a vacancy occurs 
and an appointment.is made, it is not for an unexpired term, but 
for a full term of two years. 

On motion of Dr. Hill, the thanks of the Board were tendered 
Mr. White for his kindness in giving his opinion. 

The Secretary presented certain bills of Dr. Dunn, Chief 
Health Officer of Washington county, made in that county in 
connection with small-pox. 

On motion, the Board refused to allow them, as no authority 
had been given to contract them. 

The following bills were allowed in the matter of small-pox in 
Washington county : 

James Langley, $2.00; Sam. Stanfield, $50.00; R. E. Buck- 
ley, $22.00; W. R. Evans, $62.004 Jackson Sweetwine, $46.00 ; 
T. D. Jefferson, $66.00; T. D. Jefferson, $6.00; Thomas Linch, 
$10.00; A. B. Finlay & Co., $64.90; Dr. R. S. Toombs, ex- 
penses, $35.50; Dr. R. S. Toombs, services, $590.00. 

On motion, the Board adjourned until 3 o’clock P. M. 


“SECOND DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. , 


The Board met at 3 o’clock, the President in the chair. 

The following resolution, offered by Dr. Johnston, was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this Board that the local au- 
thorities should, where only a few cases of small-pox occur, en- 
force the necessary measures of prevention, and pay the expenses 
of the same; that it is expected that the Chief Health Officers of 
counties will institute and enforce the proper measures after first 
obtaining authority from the town or county authorities to incur 
he expense ; that in cases where the disease spreads to an extent 
tO require it, the State Board of Health will assume charge of the 
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locality, pay for the services of guards, furnish disinfectants and 
vaccine virus, and place an inspector on duty; that the Execu- 
tive Committee is authorized to decide when either or all of the 
foregoing expenses shall be incurred. 

On motion of Dr. Toombs, Rule V of the Rules for the gov- 
ernment of the Board was repealed. 

On motion, the Board adjourned until ọ o’clock A. M. to-mor- 
row. 


THIRD DAY. 


APRIL 2, 1884.. 


The Board met at 9:30 o'clock, the President in the chair. 
Present: Drs. Toombs, Bennett, Phares, Kittrell, Blanks, Hill, 
Rice and Johnston. i 

The minutes of the preceding day were read and approved. 

The Secretary presented a communication from Drs. Henry B, 
Baker and J N. McCormack, a committee to confer with State 
Boards of Health with a view of effecting an organization of 
them during the next session of the American Medical Associa- 
tion. 

On motion of Dr. Hill, Dr. Toombs was appointed a delegate 
to the proposed meeting. 

The President was authorized, in case Dr. Toombs was unable 
to attend, to appoint another delegate. 

On motion of Dr. Johnston, the President, Drs. Hill and 
Toombs were appointed a committee to prepare a memorial to 
Congress urging the importance of providing means to enable the 
National Board of Health to discharge its functions. 

The following, offered by Dr. Rice, was adopted: 

Resolved, That the delegate from this Board to the meeting of, 
representatives of State Boards of Health to be held in Washing- 
ton City in May next, be authorized to favor the continuation of 
the National Board of Health. 

The following bills of members were allowed: J. H. Blanks, 
$20.90; B,.F. Kittrell, $57.70; D. L. Phares, $16.50; S. V. D. 
Hill. $14. 40; E. P. Sale, $12.00; J. W. Bennett, $43.00; Wirt 
Johnston, $38. 50; R. S. Toombs, $67.50; C. A. Rice, $46.10. 

On motion, the Board adjourned. . 


REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


FOR THE YEAR 1884. 


To the Mississippi State Board of Health: 


We have the honor to submit the following report of the work 
of this Committee for the year 1884: 


SMALI-POz. 


Small-pox was reported in nineteen counties during the year, 
as follows: Adams, Amite, Claiborne, Clarke, Copiah, Han- 
cock, Hinds; Holmes, Jefferson, Lee, Marshall, Pike, Prentiss, 
Sharkey, Sunflower, Warren, Washington, Wilkinson. and Yalo- 
busha. 


WARREN COUNTY. 


Notwithstanding the great efforts made to control the outbreak 
of small-pox in Warren county reported in 1883, it continued 
into this year. The following communications from Dr. C. A 
Rice, Inspector, are submitted, as they contain a history of the 
outbreak from January rst until its close: 


VicksBuRG, Miss., February 1, 1884. 


Dr. Wirt Tine See’y State Board of Health, Jackson, Miss, 


DEAR Doctor: I beg to submit the following report of small- 
pox in the county of Warren for the month of January, 1884. 

On the first of January there were 4 cases remaining in county 
Pest House, left over from December, 1883. One case, a little 
girl of Capt. Ruben H. Frank’s, was attacked in the city at his 
home and kept there and treated by Dr. Birchett until well, when 
I had the premises thoroughly disinfected and time enough has 
elapsed to prove that the disinfection was effectual. 

One case, a child of a negro preacher named Davis, had small- 
pox in the city. The case was thoroughly and systematically 
concealed by the father and it died on the 11th of January, 1884. 

I had everything in the room burned and the ‘entire house 
thoroughly re-whitewashed and disinfected, and I feel confident 
that time enough has elapsed to create no alarm from that point. 
Another, the 7th case, was a child which had been carried to the 
pest-house with its mother, was attacked and was turned out to- 
day. 
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The next case, Mr. Thomas Russell, a white citizen living on 
Farmer’s street in the city, was attacked at his residence. His 
case was reported on the 24th to me by his attending physician, 
(Dr. Quin). I had learned of the existence of the case the day 
before from my wide-awake and vigilant sanitary policeman, who 
has contributed so much to aid me in stamping out this outbreak. 

Mr. Russell died on the night of the 30th and was buried on 
the 31st. As soon as the body was out of the house I at once 
began the disinfection, burning and whitewashing, which is under 
execution at this time and will be complete by the 3d or 4th inst. 
I have included the bill of labor, lime, sulphur and whitewash 
brush in my account for January, 1884. 

The last, 9th case during the month, is a white man named 
Owen Redmond from Chicago, a tramp I suppose, who developed 
a case of small-pox in his person in one of the densely populated ~ 
wards of the City Hospital on the morning of the 28th inst. As 
soon as I had notice, which was before breakfast, I immediately 
had him carried out to the county pest-house, where he now is, 
the sole patient with that loathsome disease in Warren county. 

What will be the result of the case at Russell’s I cannot tell, as 
it is impossible to find out where he received the infection; his 
aged wife was his only nurse. She is not protected by a previous 
attack and will not be allowed to come out until the time of the 
usual incubation has passed—say 16 or 20 days. 

I will carefully watch the result of Redmond’s case and see if 
any case develops from among those in the ward with him at the 
time of his outbreak. 

I had earnestly hoped that January would close out the disease 
in this county, and but for Russell’s and Redmond’s cases, such 
would have been. 

Notwithstanding there is but one case on hand, I will be com- 
pelled to continue my guard at the pest-house, and in view of a 
possibility of other cases occuring and the necessity for as vigilant 
watching, I will, unless otherwise ordered, continue the services 
of my sanitary policeman until I close the epidemic or outbreak, 
which can be done by or before the 2oth if no further case should 
occur. 


—— 


VickspurG, Miss., March 7, 1884. | 


Dr. Wirt Johnston, Sec’y Miss. State Board of Health, Jackson, 
Miss : 


Dear Doctor: On the 18th of February I wrote a report 
closing out the small-pox in Warren county and rendered a state- 
ment of expenses to date, congratulating our Board on the entire , 
eradication of the disease, when I received the notice that 
Mayor Birchett of the city of Vicksburg had just sent out a case 
from the city to the county pest house, I accordingly withheld 
my report, at once went to see you and Dr. Kells at Jackson, to 
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know what was the best to be done in the matter, there being but 
one case’on hand. I agreed .o lodk after the matter from that 
date as Inspector without any charge for my services, and recom- 
mended that we continue charge of the case as in law we felt 
bound, Dr. Kells agreed with me, and as a quorum of the Exe- 
cutive Committee, we in your absence determined to look after 
the case until the epidemic was at anend. As the last case was 
out of a boarding house and had been on the streets for several 
hours, I deemed it necessary to continue thesservices of Capt. 
Gill as sanitary policeman. 

There proved to be no further outbreak and the matter was 
ended and everything closed up on the 29th day of February, 
and would have been promptly reported but for the fact that I 
have been in bed sick and was not able to make the report. 

Enclosed I send bills for expenses for small pox outbreak in 
Warren for February, 1884, for $301.55, which closes out; the 
labors of the State Board of Health. 

Respectfully submitted, 
C. A. Rice, M. D., Inspector S. B. of H. 


Another outbreak of small-pox having occurred in the city of 
Vicksburg, we, received on the night of April 12th, a telegram 
signed by Dr. Balfour, Chief Health Officer of the county, Mr. 
L. W. Magruder, President Board of Hospital Trustees, and Dr. 
Robbins, Physician of Hospital, to the effect that the Board of 
Aldermen of that city had adopted a resolution communicating 
to us the fact of thé prevalence of small-pox in the city and 
vicinity, and asking the immediate appointment of an Inspector. 
We at once communicated with Dr. Rice, Sanitary Commissioner 
of the District, asking his opinion as to the necessity of placing 
an Inspector on duty, and on the following day we received a 
telegram from him that there were four centers of infection, and 
eleven cases in the city of Vicksburg, and saying that he thought 
we should appoint an Inspector. Dr. Rice, on account of his 
experience and success in the management of outbreaks of small- 
pox, was accordingly appointed an Inspector and requested to 
assume charge at once. There were nineteen cases reported in 
this outbreak. 

On July 14th, Dr. Balfour, Chief Health Officer, telegraphed 
us that there was a case of small-pox in the ‘city of Vicksburg. 
The patient was sent to the pest-house, and we authorized Dr. 
Balfour to employ the necessary guards to isolate the case. On 
August 3d Dr. Balfour reported that the patient had been dis- 
charged and that no other cases had occurred. 


CLAIBORNE COUNTY. 


The outbreak of small-pox in Claiborne county reported on 
November 28th, 1883, also continued into this year and the fol- 


po 


20 MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


lowing communications from Dr. Rice, Inspector, in regard to 
the disease are respectfully submitted : 


VICKSBURG, Miss., January 1, 1884. 


Dr. Wirt Johnston, Seey State Board of Health, Jackson, Miss.: 

Dear Docrorn—With reference to the outbreak of small-poxin 
Claiborne county which the Executive Committee of the State Board 
of Health directed me to look after and take the necessary steps to 
stamp out the same, I have to report that I visited the place. It 
is the northwestern portion of the county, bounded on the north 
and east by Bayou Boguedeshea, on the west by alake once the 
main channel of the Mississippi River, and on the south by Big 
Black River ;‘it is difficult of access, having to go to the Big Black 
River, and there get boat and oarsmen, go four miles down the 
river and then three miles out in the interior. The plantation on 
which the largest part of the cases exist is known by the name of 
*‘Carnack place;” it is leased by Messrs. Mattingly & Bobb; 
adjoining is Maj. Hazie’s place where there has been a few cases 
involving only two houses. 

I carried a guard with me from Vicksburg upon whom I could 
rely to see that the cleansing and disinfecting would be well and 
thoroughly done, also two men who had had small-pox and had 
been whitewashing and fumigating, and boiling, and steaming 
clothing for me in Vicksburg: they were well tramed, and I could 
rely up^n them to burn and destroy many things which I could 
not have had done by any on the place. It was necessary, too, that 
the disinfection of this place be accomplished in the shortest 
space of time possible. Iaccordingly employed two additional 
whitewashers on the place, and after placing all the patients in one 
house as a pest house began cleaning up, which was done in ten 
days, not only whitewashing and fumigating, but had boiled and 
steamed all the clothes, bedding, etc., that were not destroyed by 
fire, accomplishing in 35 days work the cleansing of 66 rooms, 
besides the steaming and boiling of clothes, etc. 

There has been a total of 37 cases, six of which have died. 
There are now ten cases in the pest house. The last case that I 
have a report of was taken sick on the rgth of December. 

I have used 150 pounds of sulphur, and 11 barrels of lime, 
have worn out six whitewash brushes. I was afraid to risk dis- 
infecting the clothes of my two whitewashers to return to Vicks- 
burg so I bought them both a cheap suit of clothes, $5 oo each, 

‘and had to feed them while there, rent a kettle tocleanse the 
clothing, and other expenses which will be found in my expense 
account, and I was compelled to place a guard on the passenger 
train of L., N. O. & T. Railroad to prevent any one from that 
section going to Vicksburg ; this I did in the person of Mr. Allen, 
a young man who knew all the negroes in that particular neigh- 
borhood. Ihave been there three times and everything is work- 
ing smoothly, and I think the prospect is that we will finish it up 
in this month, January, I hope by the 15th or 2oth. 
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I will go down next week and will try to reduce the number of 
my guards, unless there seem’ to be good reasons for continuing 
them all. 

With the hope of a full solution of the small-pox question this 
month, I am Respectfully, 

C. A. Rice, M. D., Inspector. 


VıcKsBuRG, Miss., January 24, 1884. 
Dr. Wirt Johnston, Sec’y State Board of Health, Jackson, Miss. 


Dear Doctror—On Saturday, the 19th of this month, Iclosed 
out the Claiborne county outbreak of small-pox at ‘‘Carnack ;” 
everything there is thoroughly cleaned up and disinfected. 
Ample time has elapsed to prove that it is a thing of the past 
there. Iam really glad that I have been so successful. I began 
the work on the 14th of December and closed it out on the roth 
January, 35 days. There were 40 cases in all. 

Respectfully, 
i C. A. Rice, M. D., Inspector. 


HINDS COUNTY. 


In January a case of small-pox occurred in the person of a 
negro in the city of Jackson, and the next day a negro convict 
(a trusty) was discovered with the disease. These cases were 
under the charge of the Secretary of this Board and were removed 
to a họuse a mile or two from town and properly isolated and 
guarded. The house was provided by Col. J. S. Hamilton, one 
of the lesses of the ‘Penitentiary, and the patients were cared for 
and guarded at his expense. 

A negro woman who had been exposed to the disease ‘made her 
escape to Raymond, where she was promptly looked after by Dr. 
J. H. Rhodes, Chief Health Officer of the county. There was 
no spread of the disease. 

Under date of September 2oth, Mr. R. J. Mallett, of Edwards, 
wrote to us that there was a case ‘of small-pox in that neighbor- 
hood. We requested Dr. Rhodes, Chief Health Officer, to give 
the matter his attention, and after visiting Edwards he reported 
the case as chicken-pox. | 


HOLMES COUNTY. 


On April 11th we received a telegram from Dr. J. M. Hicks, 
of Goodman, informing us of a case of small-pox at Pickens. 
On the same day we wrote to Dr. G. C. Phillips, Chief Health 
Officer of the county, calling his attention to the matter. 

On April 12th we received a letter from Dr. Phillips informing 


22 MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


us of the case and saying that he had directed the patient to be 
isolated and that posters be put up warning the people of the ex- 
_Istence of the disease. 

Under date of April 13th Dr. Phillips wrote that there were 
what he believed to be, sixteen cases of small-pox near Franklin, 
and that he had quarantined the infected place. We authorized 
him to employ the necessary guards to isolate the cases and to 
procure disinfectants. 

Under date of April 17th he wrote that he had raced guards 
on duty, put up posters and closed the public schools, both white 
and black, in the vicinity. 

On July 21st Dr. Phillips wrote that the last case of small-pox 
had been dismissed on the 16th inst., and that the locality had 
been cleaned up and disinfected. 

The total number of cases reported were aires and only 
one death. For a report of this outbreak see the report of Dr. 
Phillips, Chief Health Officer of the county. 


ADAMS COUNTY. 


Under date of January 18th Dr, L. E. Profilet, Chief Health 
Officer, reported four cases of small-pox in the neighborhood of 
Kingston, and on February gth we received a communication 
from the board of supervisors of Adams county stating that they 
believed it to be imperatively necessary in order to preserve the 
health of the county and prevent the spread of the disease, that 
an Inspector should be appointed for the infected locality, and 
recommended Dr. C. F. Farrar, of Kingston, for appointment. 
On the date of the receipt of this communication we telegraphed 
Dr. Profilet, Chief Health Officer, asking the: number of cases 
and requesting his opinion as to the necessity of placing an In- 
spector on duty. In reply- we received a letter in which he said 
there were six or seven cases; that the roads were almost impass- 
able, and that it was impossible for him to visit the cases. It was, 
therefore, decided to appoint Dr. Farrar an Inspectur and place 
him on duty. He was authorized to employ the necessary guards 
and to procure disinfectants. Vaccine virus and pamphlets on 
the restriction and prevention of the disease were sent him. 

The following letter from Dr. Far:ar shows the number of cases 
that occurred and the measures that were adopted to prevent the 
spread of the disease: 


Kineston, Miss., March 29, 1884. 
Wirt Johnston, M.: D., Jackson, Miss.: 


Dear Sir: I have the honor to report that we may reasonably 
conclude there will be no more cases of smali-pox in this locality, 
as it has been now nearly eight (8) weeks since the last case. The 
houses have been thoroughly cleaned, mamigated with sulphur, the 


MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. — 23 


premises swept and limed, all rubbish and clothing of no value 
burned. Those of value boiled with soap and washed; those 
who had it bathed and new clothing on, and now at work. There 
were nine (9) cases, two deaths; one (1) an old woman, one (1) 
an infant—all negroes. It was introduced on the place by a negro 
man from the Mississippi river, who says he does not know where 
he contracted it. The means taken to: prevent its spread were 
vaccination, isolation, quarantine. Five (5) persons who were 
members of the family (who had it) and exposed all the time and 
had been vaccinated, did not take it. 
Yours very respectfully, 
C. F. FARRAR. 


On March 13th Dr. Profilet reported a case of small-pox in 
Natchez, and on April gth and October roth, two more cases. 
He also reported that the necessary measures of prevention had 
been adopted. There was no spread of the disease. 


WASHINGTON COUNTY. 


Under date of January 25th, Dr. S. R. Dunn, Chief Health 
Officer, reported small-pox in Washington county, and stated that 
the infected localities were so widely separated that it was impos- 
sible for one man, unless he did nothing else, to supervise and 
inspect the cases as he should, and urged the appointment of an 
Inspector. Dr. R. S. Tocmbs, Sanitary Commissioner of the Dis- 
trict, endorsed the recommendation of Dr. Dunn, and stated that 
the prospect was favorable for a general epidemic unless the dis- 
ease was promptly stamped out. 

Dr. R. S. Toombs, having been recommended as Inspector, we 
telegraphed him his appointment and requested him to go on duty 
at once. We also authorized him to employ the necessary guards 
to isolate the cases and to procure disinfectants. 

Under date of February 1st Dr. Toombs reported that he had 
visited the Arcola: point of infection and found the disease on 
three plantations; that there had been ten deaths in the neighbor- 
hood, and that twenty cases were down with the disease at that 
time; that he found about six houses in one negro quarter with 
little negroes who were convalescent, running dbout with those who 
had not had the disease and who had not been vaccinated, and 
that he had vaccinated those exposed and placed the infected 
under guard. : 

Under date of February 8th, he reported that he had visited 
the infected locality on the line of Washington and Bolivar coun- 
ties, twenty-five miles from the other infected point, and found 
some cases in both counties. That he had vaccinated the exposed 
and placed guards on duty and was giving the disease his attention 
regardless of county lines. 

Under date of March 17th he reported that he had dismissed 
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all of the small-pox patients on the Bolivar county line and dis- 
infected the locality. 

Having received information of another outbreak of small-pox 
in W ashington county, we wrote to Dr. Dunn, Chief Health 
Officer, to that effect on April-22. and requested him to give the 
matter his attention and report to us the extent of the disease. 

Under date of April 26th he reported that he had visited the 
infected localities and found two cases near Arcola, and one case 
near Pinafore Station, and that he had Boer guards at both 
localities. 

Under date of May 6, he reported two more cases, and, under 
date of May 13, he reported a fresh outbreak of the disease. 
He also reported that he was enforcing the rules of this Board. 

Under date of August 20, Dr. Dunn reported another outbreak 
of small-pox in the southern part of the county, about thirty miles 
from Greenville; that the disease, having made its appearance on 
five or six large plantations, and not having been recognized by 
the citizens as small pox, it was not reported in time to prevent its 
spread. He also reported that he had placed guards on duty, 
vaccinated the exposed persons, and flagged the houses. Under 
the same date, Mr. H. Goldstein, President of the Board of Super- 
visors, wrote, recommending the appointment of Dr. Dunn as 
Inspector: We telegraphed to ascertain the number of cases, 
and received a reply that there were fifteen cases. on five planta- 
‘tions. In reply to a telegram from us, Dr. Toombs, Sanitary 
Commissioner of the District, said that an Inspector was needed. 
We thereupon telegraphed Dr. Dunn, appointing him an Inspec- 
tor, and requesting him to assume charge of the outbreak. 

There were one hundred and seven cases in this outbreak. 


COPIAH COUNTY. 


Under date of January 26, Dr. Luther Sexton, President of 
the Board of Health of Wesson, wrote, reporting six cases of 
small-pox near that town.. We, at once, sent vaccine virus and 
pamphlets on the restriction and prevention of the disease to Dr. 
Sexton, and wrote to Dr. G. W. Purnell, Chief Health Officer of 
the county, sending him vaccine virus, and authorizing him to 
employ the necessary guards and to procure disinfectants. 

The following petition was received on February 9 from the 
Board of Health and Mayor of Wesson, and, on the same day, 
Dr. Sexton was appointed an Inspector and placed in charge of 
the infected locality, with full authority to employ the necessary 
guards and to purchase disinfectants: 


To the State Board of Health, Jackson, Miss.: 


We, the undersigned, members of the Board of Health of the 
town of Wesson, would respectfully represent to your body: 
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That small-pox has existed in the town of Wesson, near the 
western boundary, about 30 days. It was first discovered ina 
family of negroes about two weeks ago, one of whom was conva- 
lescing before the disease was discovered by us, and at that time 
twenty-five or thirty persons had become exposed to it, all of 
whom it became necessary to quarantine and feed. There have 
been ten cases to this date, and there are more who must cer- 
tainly take it, as they are confined in the houses with it. It is at 
present confined to three houses, two of which are outside the 
corporation. Dr. Sexton, who has a large and lucrative prac- 
tice here, has had the patients in charge continuously since he 
discovered the first case, and with unusual success, there being 
no deaths as yet, though one will die soon. We, in conjunction 
with the municipal authorities here, have labored faithfully to 
prevent its further spread. A great deal of vaccine virus has 
been purchased, and nearly every one in town has been vaccin- 
ated, and, in most cases, without any compensation to the phy-- 
sicians. Those houses where the disease exists have been con- 
stantly guarded by day and night. and the quarantined persons 
have been fed. The cases are all among negroes, who have 
nothing, and Dr. Sexton has carefully and faithfully waited on 
them and prescribed for them by their bedsides. In doing this, 
he has not only braved a personal danger, but has suffered in his 
practice, as a great many persons fear to have him visit them 
while attending on patients with small-pox. .We think he ought 
not to be expected to do more without assurance from some 
source that he will be amply compensated for past and future du- 
ties in this matter. We are assured by our Board of Aldermen 
that their treasury is empty, and they are debarred by their char- 
ter from levying a sufficient tax to defray the necessary expenses 
of this outbreak. The disease cannot, under any circumstances, 
be stamped out in less than thirty days. In view of these facts, 
we respectfully submit, that as the matter has assumed proportions 
beyond our limited means to control, that your honorable body 
take charge of the infected locality, and assist us further by ap- 
pointment of Dr. Luther Sexton as inspector and physician for 
this point, and the adoption of such other measures as in your 
_judgment you may deem advisable. With a little timely aid in . 
this way, we apprehend no further spread of the disease. 

_ Respectfully submitted. ’ 
James McKay, 
T. E. Burer, M. D., 
Wm. OLIVER, 
Dr. R. W. REA, 
Tuos. S. Haynie, 


Secretary Board ot Health of Wesson. 
WESSON, Miss. ; Feb. 8, 1884. 


I endorse the foregoing statements and concur in the solicita- 
tion therein contained. - STANLEY GIBERT, 


Mayor of Wesson. 
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The disease was controlled after the occurrence of forty-four 
cases and only four deaths. 

We respectfully submit the report of Dr. Sexton of this out- 
break. 

Under date of February 19, both Drs. Purnell and Sexton re- 
ported a case of small-pox at Beauregard. The latter had already 
given the case his attention, and was requested to assume charge 
of the locality. You will also find a report of this outbreak in 
the report of Dr. Sexton. 

Under date of March 8, Dr. Purnell, Chief Health Officer, 
reported two cases of small-pox near Gallman. These cases had 
been visited by Dr. A. B. Pitts, acting for Dr. Purnell, the latter 
being sick, and the necessary measures of prevention had been 
adopted by him. Dr. Sexton, Inspector, also visited these cases. 

Dr. Pitts, acting for the Chief Health Officer, assumed charge 
of this outbreak, and was authorized to employ guards and pro- 
cure disinfectants. 

Under date of March 21, Dr. Purnell reported another out- 
break of the disease ten miles from the outbreak near Gallman. 
He was authorized to employ guards and procure disinfectants for 
this locality also. 

Seventeen cases occurred in these outbreaks. 


PIKE COUNTY. 


Under date of February 11, Dr. C. Hoover, Chief Health 
Officer, reported a case of small-pox in McComb City. and, on 
February 23, he reported that the patient had died and that the 
house had been fumigated and the bedding burned. No other 
case occurred from this center of infection. 

On April 19, Dr. Hoover reported another case of small-pox, 
_and, on April 21, still another case. He was authorized to em- 
` ploy guards and to procure. disinfectants. 

Only five cases occurred in this outbreak. 


LINCOLN COUNTY. 


Under date of February 11, Dr. E. J. Bowen, Chief Health 
Officer, reported a case of small-pox near Brookhaven, and stated è 
that the patient was isolated. We were informed that only one 
other case occurred. 
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Under date of March 2, Dr. J. A. Mead, Chief Health Officer, 
reported the occurrence of two cases of small- -pox near Nicholson 
Station, and that fifty or more persons had been exposed to the 
disease. On March 3, he reported that the cases had been i iso- 
ate 

On March 6, we received a telegram from the Hon. T. M. 
Favre that four cases had occurred, when we telegraphed Dr. 
Mead, authorizing him to employ guards and to procure disinfect- 
ants. 

On March 27, Dr. Mead reported that the outbreak was at an 
end and that all of the infected houses had been disinfected. 

Eight cases occurred in this outbreak. 

On June 16, Dr. Mead reported a case of small-pox at Bay 
St. Louis, and ‘that the City Board of Health had adopted measures 
of prevention; and, on June 23, he reported a case of the disease 
near Pearlington, and that he had adopted the necessary measures 
of prevention. ‘There was no spread of the disease. 
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YALOBUSHA COUNTY. 


Under date of March 25, Dr. H. A. Gant, Chief Health 
Officer, reported a case of small-pox at Water Valley. This 
patient was sent out of the town and isolated and guarded. One 


other case occurred but there was no further spread of the dis- 
ease, 


a 


CLARKE COUNTY. 


On April oth we received a telegram from Dr. A. V. Woolver- 
ton, Chief Health Officer, that there were six cases of small-pox 
within three miles of Enterprise. We, at once, requested him to 
take charge of the locality, as Health Officer, and authorized him 
to employ guards and to procure disinfectants. i 

On June 26th he reported that the outbreak was at an end on 
the 11th inst., and that he had disinfected the houses and cloth- 
ing. Thirteen cases occurred in this outbreak. 


AMITE COUNTY. 
Under date of April 29th Mr. H. C. Capell, of Centreville, 


reported a case supposed to be small-pox near that place in Amite 
county. Upon the receipt of this communication we sent vac- 


Pa 
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cine virus to Mr. Capell, and wrote to.Dr. C. H. Bates, Chief 
Health Officer of the county, requesting him to give the matter 
his attention and report to us. ‘The locality was visited by him 
and he reported that he found a case of small-pox which he 
isolated. 

In June he reported two more cases in different portions of his 
county. 

These cases were isolated and guarded and there was nospread 
of the disease. 


WILKINSON COUNTY. 


On May 4th we received a telegram from Dr. E. L. McGehee, 
Chief Health Officer, reporting a case of small-pox in his county. 
Wefrequested him to give the matter his attention and authorized 
him to employ guards and to procure disinfectants. The cases 
were isolated and guarded. Seven cases were reported during 
the month. 


SHARKEY COUNTY. 


Under date of July 1st, the late Mr. E. D. Clark wrote to us 
from Vicksburg that there was a case of suspicious sickness on 
his place in Sharkey county, and that a disease resembling small- 
pox was prevailing among the negroes of that county at Rolling 
Fork, and requested. us to send Dr. C. A. Rice there as an In- 
spector to give the matter his attention. 

On July 2d we telegraphed Dr. J. C. Hall, Chief Health Off- 
cer of the county in regard to the disease and requested him to 
investigate it and report to us. 

Under date of July 2d he wrote that he had, the day before, 
visited Rolling Fork, and had found two cases which he believed 
to be small-pox and that he had decided to isolate the cases, and 
that several cases resemblir.g small-pox had for some time ap- 
peared on the ‘‘Forked Deer” plantation. 

Under daté of July roth, Dr. Hall reported three n new cases of 
small-pox at Rolling Fork. 


Dr. Hall had proceeded to adopt the necessary measures of ` 


prevention. 

By the request of citizens Dr. C. A. Rice was appointed an In- 
spector. and requested, on July gth, to proceed to the locality and 
take charge of the outbreak. 

On October 23d, Dr, Rice reported that the outbreak was at an 
end, and that he had burned the bedding, bed-steads and tents, 
and had fumigated the pest-house and would have it white- 
washed. 

There were one hundred and seven cases in this outbreak. 
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CLAIBORNE COUNTY. 


In May one case of small-pox was reported in Claiborne county. 
In July two cases were reported, and in September two more 
cases were reported. There was no spread of the disease. 


JEFFERSON COUNTY. 
In June Dr. N. L. Guice, Chief Health Officer -reported two 


cases of small-pox in his county. He adopted the necessary 
measures of prevention, and there was no spread of the disease. 


PRENTISS COUNTY. 


On July oth, Dr. W. A. Taylor, Chief Health Officer, reported 
a case of small-pox in Booneville. The patient was isolated by 
Dr. Taylor and there was no spread of the disease. 


SUNFLOWER COUNTY. 


On September roth we received a letter from Dr. W. T. Bal- 
four, Chief Health Officer of Warren county, that there was 
small-pox in Sunflower county on G. Robinson’s place. and on 
the same date we telegraphed Dr. W. H. Baird, Chief Health 
Officer ot Sunflower county, that small-pox was reported on the 
above stated plantation, and requested him to give the matter his 
attention, and if the report was true to enforce measures to pre- 
vent the spread of the disease. We authorized him to employ 
the necessary guards. 

On September 2oth, Dr. Baird telegraphed that he had investi- 
gated the disease, and that he thought there was no need of assist- 
ance or alarm. 

- On October roth we received a letter from Dr. Baird, in which 
he said from recent developments and investigation he had 
changed his opinion in reference to the sickness, that on his first 
visit he saw only convalescents and heard conflicting statements 
from persons, and that he was misled, but at the time of writing 
he was confirmed in his opinion that it was small-pox, and that 

, there had been twelve cases and seven deaths. 

He also reported that he had everybody vaccinated and had 
established a rigid and efficient quarantine. We, at once, author- 
ized him to employ the necessary guards and to procure disinfect- 
ants. 

On December 13th Dr. Baird telegraphed that there was small- 
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pox on another place in his county, and he subsequently wrote 
that he had isolated the patient. 

The bills for guards and disinfectants in this outbreak were not 
sent to us, but in 1885 Dr. Baird handed us a list of them and 
informed us that they had been paid by the Board of Supervisors 
and requested us to reimburse them for the expenditure. How- 
ever, upon consultation with the Governor it was decided that 
we did not have the power to refund the amount to the county, 
the Board of Supervisors having paid the bills presented to them, 
and, therefore, there were no outstanding bills against this Board, 
and the law did not authorize us to refund money to counties 
which had been expended by them. 

We will also state in this connection that this Committee was 
desirous of paying the bills for guards and disinfectants if it could 
have been done legally, as we had directly authorized the expen- 
diture. As it was, however, the bills were not, as should have 
been done, made out against this Board and presented to us for 
payment. 


P] + 


MARSHALL COUNTY. 


On August 16th we received a telegram from Dr. Chesley 
Daniel, Chief Health Officer, that there was a case of small- -pox 
three miles from Holly Springs. We, at once, sent him vaccine 
virus and instructions as'to the prevention of the disease. 

Under Gate of August 21st, he reported another case, when he 
was authorized to employ guards and to procure disinfectants. 
Six cases occurred in this outbreak. 

We will state that the measures adopted to prevent the spread 
of small pox were in accordance with the rules of the Board in 
regard to the restriction and prevention of the disease which were 
published in the bi-ennial report of the Board for 1882—83, and 
consisted in the isolation of the infected, vaccination and disin- 
fection. Vaccine virus was liberally supplied to the infected 
localities. 

In July we received a communication to the effect that small- 
pox was reported afew miles from Birmingham, in Lee county. 
Dr. R. C. Cunningham, Chief Health Officer of the county, 
having been requested by us to give the matter his attention, 
reported that he had made diligent enquiry in regard to the 
rumors of small-pox, and that he had been unable to hear of a 
case in the county. 

During the year cases of diphtheria were reported in Washing- 
ton, Newton, DeSoto, Panola, Copiah, Lee and Hancock coun- 
ties. 

Scarlet fever was reported in Yalobusha, Yazoo, Tishomingo, 
Adams and Hancock counties. 

Dengue fever was reported in Pike county, and measles 
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whooping cough and typhoid fever were reported in a few coun- 
ties. . 

In April we received a communication from the Hon. G. T. 
McGehee, President of the Board of Supervisors of Wilkinson 
county asking us to pay certain bills-in connection with small-pox 
that occurred in that county. The following letter is submitted 
as it will show our action in the matter: 


l Jackson, Miss., May 3, 1884. . 
Hon. Geo. T. McGehee, President Board of Supervisors, Wood- 


ville, Miss.: , 
My Dear Sir: Yours has been received and submitted to the 


Executive Committee of the Board, and I am directed to say that- 


it has been the rule of the Board to orly pay bills that have been 
directly authorized by them to be made, and that they do not 
think it expedient to depart from this rule. 

In the counties mentioned by you the disease assumed such 
proportions that the Board took charge of the localities and as- 
sumed the expenses. Your friend, 

Wirt Jounston, Secretary. 


The following communications from Holmes, Clarke, Amite 
and Hancock counties in regard to bills not allowed, and our re- 
plies will explain themselves: 


LEXINGTON, Miss., July 2, 1884. 


Dr. Wirt Johnston, Sec'y State Board of Health, Jackson, Miss.: 
DEAR Sir: At the last session of Board of Supervisors held 
n this county, an order was passed declaring it the sense of the 
Board that it was the duty of the State Board of Health to bear 
the expense of the quarantine established in this county against 
small pox, and that the physicians employed to attend the sick 
and vaccinate and protect those exposed and prevent the spread 
of the disease, should be paid by the State Board of Health. I 
was appointed a Committee to make known the action of the Board 
of Supervisors of Holmes county and to request the State Board 
of Health to defray said expense. Please -write me by return 
mail such a letter as I can show the Board next Monday, from 
which they can determine what action may be expected from the 
State Board of Health in the premises. 
Yours truly, 
G. A. WILSON. 


\ Jackson, Miss., July 4, 1884. 
Mr. G. A. Wilson, Lexington, Miss.: 
Dear Sir: JI have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 


yours of the 2d inst., and to state that it has been submitted to 
the Executive Committee of this Board. 
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I am directed to say that the measures usually instituted by this 
Board to prevent the spread of small-pox have been: the isolation 
of cases, disinfection of houses, clothing and premises, and the 
vaccination of those who have been, or are liable to be exposed 
to the disease. 

In the outbreak of the disease in your county, Dr. G. C. Phil- 
lips, Chief Health Officer, was authorized to employ. at our ex- 
pense, the necessary guards to effect the isolation of cases and to 
purchase the necessary disinfectants. e was informed that vac- 
cine virus would be furnished him from this office. 

The bills for the services of guards have been allowed, and the 
Auditor’s warrant for the amount due them was sent to Dr. Phillips 
on June 30th. All of the virus he applied for was sent him. We 
have not received a bill for disinfectants, but when we do it will 
be paid. These are all of the expenditures authorized by us, It 
was necessary that a health officer should direct and give his 
attention to the execution of the measures of prevention, Our 
law provides for a Chief Health Officer for each county, whose 
duty it is to give such matters their attention, and it also provides 
that their salaries shall be paid, not by us, but by the boards of 
supervisors ef their respective counties. Dr. Phillips suggested 
that an Inspector should be appointed by us to assume charge of 
the outbreak, but we were of the opinion that it was his duty, as 
Chief Health Officer of his county, to do so and give it his per- 
sonal attention, and so informed him. [Itis our purpose to pay 
all of the expenses authorized by us, but it has been the rule of 
the Board to only pay bills that were directly authorized by us. 

The law, in our opinion, relates only to the prevention of dis- 
ease and does not contemplate the care or maintenance of the 
sick. We, therefore, cannot pay for the services of physicians 
or nurses, or provide medicine or subsistence for the sick. 

Vaccine virus is not now furnished to vaccinate the people gen- 
erally, but only to vaccinate those who have been or are liable 
to be exposed to the disease, and it is regarded as the duty of the 
Chief Health Officer to do this. 

Very truly yours, 
Wirt JOHNSTON, Sec’y. 


ENTERPRISE, Miss., August 7, 1884. 


Dr. Wirt Johnston, Jackson, Miss.: 


DEAR Sir: In the early part of this spring the small-pox was 
brought here from Mobile, and broke out among the negroes, 
causing the death of one of them and i incurring considerable ex- 
pense to abate it. The enclosed papers are the claims or accounts 
for expense incurred in said matter. They were presented to the 
Board of Supervisors of this county at their Juiy term and ‘‘laid 
over” for thirty days, and came up for action at the August term. 
I appeared for the parties and used every possible argument to 
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get the Board to pay the claim. They expressed a willingness to 
do so but thought that the law was not sufficiently plain to justify 
them to doso. They claim that under Statutes 796 and 99, Sec- 
tions 18 and 21 of the Revised Code of 1880, it is the duty of 
the State to pay these claims instead of county. After a close 

investigation of all the facts and the law touching the same, I am 
-of the opinion that the State should pay the expense incurred in 
this matter. Our county treasury has no money with which to 
pay the claims as the burglars got it from the safe last February. 
They could not pay it, you see, if so disposed. 

It would bea real hardship for these parties not to be paid any 
thing for services rendered in emergercies like this, and the State 
can easily pay this out of the fund in the Treasury provided for 
purposes of this kind. 

I have been informed that the State has been paying the ex- 
penses of epidemics in Warren and other counties, I shall leave 
the matter with you, believing that you will do right and ‘proper 
in the premises. Very truly vours, 

ROBERT GEORGE. 


Jackson, Miss., AUG. 14, 1884. 


Mr. Robert George, Enterprise, Miss.: 


Dear Sir: Ihave the honor to state that your letter of the 
7th inst., with inclosed bills, has been submitted to the Executive 
Committee of this Board, and I am directed to say that as the 
law by which we are governed, in our opinion, relates only to 
the prevention of disease, and does not contemplate the care and 
maintenance of the sick, we cannot pay the bills for medical 
attention and supplies. We will pay the bill for disinfectants. 

In counties where small pox has made its appearance, while 
the Board has paid the expense of such measures. of prevention 
as the law authorizes, it has been the invariable rule to decline to 
pay for the care or maintenance of the sick. This has generally 
been done by the county. In some counties where the disease 
has prevailed to an extent to,require it, we have placed an In- 
spector in charge, but in the outbreak in your county it was 
thought the Chief Health Officer could manage it. 

‘On April 9, we wrote to Dr. Woolverton, and authorized him 
to employ the necessary guards and procure disinfectants at our 
expense, and stated that our law does not contemplate the care or 
maintenance of the sick. 

I return the bill for disinfectants, as it is required by a rule of 
the Board that it shall be accompanied by an affidavit as to its 
correctness. Very truly yours, 

WIRT JoHNSTON, Sec’y. 
3 
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Bay Sr. Lours, Miss., AUG. 6, 1884. 


_ Secretary State Board of Health, Jackson, Miss.: 


DEAR Sir: Jos. A. Favre, the President of our Board of Su- 
pervisors, during the month of March, 1884, expended for vac- 
cine purposes the amount of ten dollars while the small-pox was 
in our county. He presented the account (itemized, as made out 
by the firm of druggists from whom he purchased,) to the Board 
of Supervisors, and they refused to allow the same, and referring 
the same tọ the State Board of Health. 

Will you, therefore, please inform me if the State Board of Health 
will pay the same, under section 796, Code 1880, and Chapter 
XXII, Acts r882, page 40. 

Yours truly, E. H. HOFFMAN, 
Chancery Clerk. 


Jackson, Miss., Aug. 19, 1884. 


Mr. E. H. Hoffman, Chancery Clerk, Bay St. Louis, Miss.: 


Dear Sir: I have the honor to state that your letter in regard 
to the expenditure of Mr. Favre for vaccine purposes has been 
submitted to the Executive Committee of this Board, and I am 
directed to say that it has been the custom to furnish virus only 
from this office, and that now virus is sent to infected places only 
through the Health Officer of the county, or an Inspector of the 
Board, to vaccinate only those who have been or are liable to be 
exposed to small-pox. They cannot, therefore, pay the bill. 

Yours truly, _ l Wirt JonnsTON, Sec’y. 


1 


Bares MILL, Miss., Sept. 5, 1884. 


Dr. Wirt Johnston, Secy State Board of Health: 


Dear Docror: By request of the Board of Supervisors of this 
county, I send you the within account, and ask you whether the 
State Board will pay the same. The Board paid the entire small- 
pox expenses of the county. This is a bill, and the only one | 
presented, for the burning of property. Your instructions are to 
burn; now, who is to pay? You will please answer, and give 
me the custémary course pursued throughout the State in such 
cases. I haven’t as yet received my commission. 

Yours truly, C. H. BATES. 
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Jackson, Miss., September 24, 1884. 


Dr. C. H. Bates, Chief Health Officer, Bates Mill, Miss.: 

Dear Doctor: I have the honor to state that your letter and 
the bill of Ben Marsalis have been submitted to the Executive 
Committee of this Board, and I am directed to say that it is the 
rule of the Board to only pay such bills as have been authorized 
by them. Our law relates only to the prevention of disease and 
does not contemplate the care or maintenance of the sick. We 
could not, therefore, pay for nurses or medicine. The jdestruc- 
tion of the articles mentioned in the bill was not by our direct: 
instruction, and the Committee are of the opinion that they should 
not pay for them. 

Yours truly, 
Wirt JoHNsToN, Sec’y. 


A severe form of continued fever having broken out among 
the pupils of the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb we were 
requested by the Board of Trustees to make a sanitary examina- 
tion of that Institution. The following communications relating 
to the matter are herewith submitted as they show the result of 
the examination and the action taken: 


' Jackson, Miss., March 18, 1884. 


At aregular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Deaf 
and Dumb Institute, the following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That the State Board of Health be respectfully re- 
quested at their earliest convenience to visit and examine into 
the sanitary condition of the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb 
and report what may be necessary to improve the healthfulness 
of the inmates, 

A true extract from the minutes of the Board of Trustees. 

Attest: i Joun Hunter, V. P. 


Jackson, Miss., March 28, 1884. - 


To the Board of Trustecs of the Mississippi Institution for the Deaf 
and Dumb: 

GENTLEMEN: In view of the fact that a form of continued 
fever has prevailed in the Institution under your: management 
during the winter, and that cases of the disease continue to occur, 
and being of the opinion that it is caused by local conditions, we 
would respectfully recommend that the pupils be removed, or 
sent to their homes, untilthe necessary sanitary reforms can be 
effected. This course is rendered more necessary on account 
of the present crowded condition of the Institution. 
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We desire to also state that we have made a careful examina- 
tion of the Institution and find everything in the buildings in a 
neat and clean condition, and that the efficient Superintendent, 
Prof. Dobyns, is careful in his sanitary management. The 
unsanitary condition, in our opinion, is due to a faulty construc- 
tion of the cellars as ‘regards drainage, and, perhaps, to the water, 
but the detection of impurities therein would require a chemical 
analysis which is now being made. 

Very respectfully, 
ROBERT KELLS, 
WIRT JOHNSTON, 


Members Ex. Com. State Board of Health. 


È 


We sent a gallon of the water from each of the three cisterns 
où the premises to Prof. John A. Myers, Professor of Chemistry 
A. and M. College, who kindly furnished us an analysis of the 
. water, and Dr. D. L. Phares, a member of the Board and Pro- 
fessor of Biology A. and M. College, made the microscopical 
examination. The result of the analysis was transmitted to the 
trustees in the following communication: 


Jackson, Miss., April 16th, 1884. 


To the Board of Trustees of the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb: 


GENTLEMEN : We would respectfully report that we have vis- 
ited and made a careful inspection of the Institution under your 
control. The cellars were found to be in a damp and unsanitary 
condition and, in our opinion, should be properly drained. It 
was strongly suspected that the water used for drinking and culi- 
nary purposes was impure and that it was, perhaps, an important 
factor in the production of the continued form of fever which 
has prevailed in the Institution. A gallon of the water from each 
of the three cisterns on the premises was sent -to Prof. John A. 
Myers, Professor of Chemistry, A. and M. College, who has 
kindly furnished us the accompanying analysis. The cisterns 
Nos. 1 and 2, it will be seen, are sufficiently impure to produce 
disease, and that No. 3, is also impure, but not to the same 
degree as the others. 

We would suggest that the cisterns be pumped out, cleaned 
and repaired when, with proper filtration, a fresh and pure sup- 
ply of water could be obtained. 

Very respectfully, 5 
Wirt JOHNSTON, 
ROBERT KELLS, 


Members Ex. Com. State Board of Health. 
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REPORT OF ANALYSIS OF WATER FROM THE DEAF AND DUMB IN- 
STITUTE, BY JOHN A. MYERS, PROFESSOR OF CHEMISTRY, 
AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE. 
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The water was received in ordinary gallon jugs, which were 
well sealed with ordinary corks and sealing-wax. When open, 
the waters were all slightly acid. Nos. 1 and 2 had a disagree- 
able odor and taste; No. 3 had odor and taste of rain water freshly 
caught from the roof. Nos. 1 and 2 had slight sediments, which 
had an albuminous appearance. and, under the microscope, showed 
much animal and vegetable life, among which I noticed several 
forms dangerous to health and characteristic of waters producing 
periodic diseases (chills, etc.,). These are referred to Dr. Phares 
for special report. 

We are not informed whether Nos. 1 and 2 are considered 
wells or cisterns. If the latter, they are contaminated by seep- 
age, and should be pumped dry and re-cemented. If they are 
wells, it is doubtful whether they can be used, as there is evi- 
dently some filthy stream pouring into them. I suppose No. 3 is 
simply a dirty cistern. The cistern should be pumped out and 
well cleaned. and the water that enters it filtered before entering. 
This is ‘‘ soft water.” 

I have no information concerning the waters further than that 
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procured through analysis, and the published suspicion that they 
are impure, hence cannot make a fuller statement. 
Respectfully, Joun A, Myers. 
AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, Miss., April 8, 1884. 


WATER FROM THE DEAF AND DUMB INSTITUTE, JACKSON, MISS. 


Nos. 1 and 2 swarm with vegetable and animal life. No. 3 
contains a less number of species and individuals. The following 
are a few of the more important plants: 


MYXOMYCETES. 


Abundant in ciliated swarm spore or zoospore stage, in amcebo 
stage and plasmodium masses. 


- SCHIZOMYCETES, 


The five genera and many species; among which are noted— 

I. Micrococcus, two or three species; 

II. Bacterium, two species—1. B. Tenus; 2. B. Lineola; 

III. Bacillus, two species—t. B. Ulrea; 2. B. Anthracis; 

IV. Vibrio, two species—1. V. Rugulo ; 2. V. Serpens; 

V. Spirochæte plicatilis. 

There are present several other species of the above that are 
common in such water and in the urine of persons suffering from 
intermittent and malignant fevers. 

Then there are still a number of other genera of plants belong- 
ing to other families, algæ. etc. 

Animal life is found in great variety, abundance and activity. 

An entire week’s work would hardly suffice to examine and 
describe the many classes, orders, families, genera and species of 
organisms in a drachm of the water. 

The water is decidedly unwholesome. 

Very respectfully, D. L. PHARES. 
DEPARTMENT Brotocy, A. &. M. COLLEGE, April ro, 1884. 


RESOLUTIONS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE INSTITUTION 
FOR THE DEAF AND DUMB. 


I. Resolved, That the report of the State Board of Health has 
been received, and that the thanks of this Board be tendered the 
State Board for their prompt and kind action in the matter con- 
cerning the health of this Institution. 

II. Resolved, That this Board proceed at once*’to carry out 
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the suggestions of the State Board of Health for the sanitary im- 
provements of the Institution. . ! 
III. Resolved, That the Secretary communicate these resolu- 
tions to the State Board of Health. 
R. L. SAUNDERS, Secretary. 


It having been suggested by Dr. Kittrell, President of the 
Board, a resolution was adopted on April 22, requiring that all 
bills against the Board before being allowed should be accompanied 
by an affidavit as to their correctness, or when a number of bills 
were rendered by an Inspector or Health Officer, his affidavit as 
to the correctness of all would be accepted. The resolution was 
not to apply to bills already allowed but unpaid. 

. On Feb. 28, the name of Dr. J. L. Roseborough was sent to 
the Governor for appointment as Chief Health Officer of Tate 
county, vice Dr. J. A. Long, resigned. 

On April 10, the following names were sent to the Governor 
for appointment as a Board of Health for Jackson county: Dr. 
W. A. Cox, J. W. Stewart, S. S. Heuny, W. S. Dodson, Sr., and 
Dr. M. Moore, and, on April 15, the name of Dr. W. D. ‘Bragg 
was sent to the Governor for appaintment as Quarantine Physician 
for Jackson county. 

Respectfully submitted, Ropert KELLS, - 
C. A. Rice, 
Wirt JOHNSTON, 
Executive Comfnittee. 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES IN 1884. 


POSTAGE, EXPRESSAGE AND TELEGRAMS, SECRETARY'S OFFIOE. 


1884. Dr. $ 
To Cash on hand from 1888.......sssssssessesesesre $6 00 
April 9 To amount from Auditor.... 2... ..cce cece eee eee eens 22 90 
+Bept. 6 To amount from Auditor........... 0. cece eee ee eee 40 05 
Dec. 31 To amount from Auditor........... 0... eee eee eens 24 15 
Amount due Secretary to balance.............+4- ‘ ot 
$93 14 
1884. Cr. 
Jan. 1 By postoffice box rent........ ccc cece eee eee eeeees $2 50 
25 By expressage on Diploma returned to Dr. A. T. Kountz, 
Natchez. ... ccc cece wee e ccs cece cece cure cceeces 25 
28 “By telegram Sent ionic scan yoo 56064 Su Vn cinis ea eels eis 1 75 
Feb. 9 By telegram sent.......... cc cece eens seos ere ca 50 
13 By postage stampS............0- ee eeeee PASE 3 00 
March 7 By telegrams sent............ ec cece cece cece teen ees 1 60 
By postage stamps... .... cee cee ee cee cence eee 4 00 
15 By telegram sent...... cc cece cece eee cece ee eceee 65 
16 By telegram received............-.06. Spice adage 35 
17 By telegram sent........ ec cece ee cece eee ce teen 1 00 
18 By telegram received...... cc. cece cece eee cee eens 75 
21 By expressage on jugs of water from Deaf & Dumb 
Asylum to Agricultural College.......... sees eee 1 00 
April 5- By postage stampsS............ cece eee e cece essences 6 00 
5 By telegram received............ ee eee eee cece cece 1 00 
8 By postoffice account and box rent..........-.++-+++> 2 52 
9 By telegram sent.... 0.2... cece cvcccccecncentcenencs 92 
9 By telegram received........ ccc eee cere cece tare res 1 15 
14 By telegrams sent and received..........-. ceeceees 1 15 
23 By expressage on books to M. J. Lowry, Meridian..... 30 
30 By telegram sent........... ee eee eee 115 
May 9 By telegram BOs Sc:cod erase srae aay catty aecacew ear 1 40 
13 By expressage on Diploma returned to Dr. W. S. Sykes, 
BOR so iea0 85 vo ews anaie CTS iinei as 25 
22 By expressage on Diploma returned to Dr. ©. A. Bar- 
bèr, Martiis he saree da Sane ae eee ea dae eee nas 25 
27 By postage stamps........ cece cece cece cent cece ceeee 4 00 
June 24 By telegram sent.... 2.2... cee cece cece eee e reenact 50 
25 By telegram received..........ccccccccscnccnceccnes 75 
27 By telegram received........ cee s cece cece eee eeeeces 65 
July 2 By telegram SOnb si. ssc e5see taaie 30-080 US ew eee se 1 45 
5 By telegrams sent and received .... 2.2... 22. eee eccees 2 75 
7 By postage stamps.......... Eero e Cre eee ree 4 00 
7 By telegram: Teceived » oc - oes cnc seed seee sense cuees 90 
9 By telegrams sent and received..............eeeeeees 1 25 
14 By postoffice box rent.... 0... .. 00 cece cece cece ee eeee ~ 2 50 
15 By telegram received...... 2.2.2... eee cece rece neces 35 


July 24 
Aug. 7. 


Sept. 17 


Oct. 3 


Ñov. 8 
Dec. 13 


1884. 


Feb. 23 
Feb. 28 
March 17 
April 5 

. 5 


May 14 


June q 


MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 41 


By telegrams sent and received........+...e++eee20-- 170 
By telegram received.......sseseesoeresososeseesose 30 
By telegram received........ soseen. Aa aaee e sats 65 - 
By telegram received............ eee Sab ie Serta 65 
By telegram sent........ 02+. 2+e2 eee: Sica uaa: Sara --. 1 65 
By telegram received............ 000 sinea sasas 50 
By telegram sent.............06. TE EE 1 25 
By telegrams sent and received ............ 2.00 eeeees 1 20 
By postage stamps............. ee ee ey ee 4 00 
By telegram sent.......-.....0. Ria aee eae es eee eee 70 
By telegram sent............seee ene exes error 1 70 
By telegrams received........ 2... c22 cece secees ... 215 
By telegram received ........ 2.2... cece cece ween ceees 55 
By telegram sent..............20- pase E EEA eS 50 
By telegrams sent and received........ ie neas e os 4 35 
By telegram received......... sce ccceccec cece cececes 65 
By postage stamps .........- css eee eee eee eee eeees 2°00 
By postoffice box rent.... 2... 0.0 cece eeee sesoesessa 2 5D 
By postage stamps............... Re ee 4 00 
By telegrams sent............+. siecle EEE EE ET 4 50 
By telegram received .... 2... 2... cece cece cee eeeeres 1 10 
By Postage stamps.... 2.2... cece cece rece eee neces 4 00 
$93 14 


ON ACCOUNT OF SMALL-POX. 


DR. 
To amount from Auditor......... eccecececececeeep 570 40 


To amount from Auditor ........ sass eccccececeess 37 50 
To amount from AUuditor.......0..02 cece cece ccees 1,404 25 
To amount from Auditor........ cence cece es tece wees 801 55 
To amount from Auditor........ cee sessessreseso 954 40 
To amount from Auditor....... (ase seeds tceeause- 208-08 
To amount from Auditor........ ccce cscs cece ceees 42 35 
To amount from Auditor.... 2... ..c0 cece cece ccees 410 00 
To amount from Auditor........ ....e0. 2G wees 66 00 
To amount from Auditor..........00 socccececses. 186 75 
To amount from Auditor.... 0.0.0.0. scac cece cecce 202 60 
To amount from Auditor..........20 2220 eee cnees 615 40 
To amount from Auditor........ 1... cceeeeeeseees 186 70 
To amount from Auditor........ ccc cece coe RER 75 00 
To amount from Auditor............ ..... bo cite aie 179 45 
To amount from Auditor.... 2... 200 cece cee ecw eee 62 00 
To amount from Auditor..............2 sees ...... 144-64 
To amount from Auditor............ csccccvecese. 75 00 
To amount from Auditor..... E E E Sie oieldvese.siene 725 10 
To amount from Auditor........ E a DaS rauwe 25 75 
To amount from Auditor.... 2.2... 6. cece cee eee 2,397 35 
To amount from Auditor........ ccsecccnccceveces 296 65 
To amount from Auditor............ cesecees ..... 37 50 

$9,179.34 

OR. x 


Warren Country—For SMALL-Pox IN 1883. 


By bill of W, O. Worrell for lime............ amas $ 300 


Feb. 23 


March 17 


March 17 


March 17 
17 


MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


By bill of H. B. Bruser for L pot...... E es 4 50 
By bill of Curphey & Mundy for 20 sticks.......... 1 00 
By bill of P. Keefe & Co., for disinfectants, etc..... 11 15 
By bill of Baer & Bro., for 20 yds yellow calico..... 1 20 ¢ 
By bill of John Schlottman for freight and drayage 


OD TONG sees Gh ceva cnaesite ts an E aE ES 1 55 
By bill of Wm. Scott for whitewashing and disinfect- 
TUG E ee Aa E Sele e xoR ee ae ERE ..... 34 00 


By bill of B. H. Grimes for services as guard....... 45 50 
By bill of Wm. Foster for hauling patients to ‘pest 


housa iid opened oe. kas whe GR ea eee we alee eee ee 30 00 
By bill of Jas. Gill for geryides as sanitary police- 

man. esso... 80 00 
By bill of Frank Howard for whitewashing and disin- 

POCHNE sos since Fae 5 oe Sk T Ew On wees Wein eae ee 6 00 


By bill of Dr. C. A. Rice for services as Inspector... 290 00 
By bill of Charley Grimes for services as guard..... 60 00 


By bill of A. B. Hardin for services as guard....... 52 50 
By bill of Byron Lemly for 500 points vaccine virus. 37 50 
By bill of D. D. Foote for services as guard........ 1 75 
By bill of P. Keefe & Co., for disinfectants, etc..... 30 20 
By bill of Wm. Kinney for services as guard........ 5 00 
By bill of A. B. Hardin for services as guard....... 21 00 
By bill of Frand Howard for services as whitewasher 

and disinfector.......2ccce ince cose cecscesenes 14 00 
By bill of Charles Grimes for services as guard. . 22 00 
By billof W. O. Worrell for lime............. 2 eee 5 25 
By bill of Dr. C. A. Rice for services as Inspector. . ... 810 00 
By bill of Dr. C. A. Rice for expenses...... erty re 2 00 
By bill of Wm. Nesbit for services as whitewasher 

and disinfoctor..........22 cece ccc cecevessces 5 25 
By bill of Jas. Gill for services as sanitary police- 

Mal essea esr seisnes 3 ....... 35 00 
By bill of Wm. Scott for services as “whitewasher and 

disinfector . Satan . 12 00 
By bill of Wm. Foster for haning ‘patients to "pest 

DOWUSE o.oo dark eke asst sete naan eres ses cenceseca 1500 
By bill of A. M. Parsons for services as guard....... 40 00 


CLAIBORNE County—For SmALL-POox IN 1883. 


By bill of Seguin Allen for services as guard on rail- 

road train from Port Gibson to Vicksburg...... 26 25 
By bill of A. B. Hardin for services as guard....... 40 00 
By bill of Dr. C. A. Rice, Inspector, for expenses.... 48 25 
By bill of Wm. Nesbit for services as whitewasher and 


Gisinfector.... scenes socescccccsonssassccecs 20 00 
By bill of Wm. Scott for services as whitewasher and 

disinfector...........s. coc acce cece scccces s... 20 00 
By bill of W. O. Worrell for lime and freight....... 6 00 
By bill of Dave Minor for services as whitewasher... 13.121¢ 
By bill of Geo. S. Irving for lime and soap........ . 1230 
By bill of Jim Halley for services as whitewasher... 13.1244 
By bill of Peter King for services ss guard..... +... 981 50 


By bill of George Bobb for services as guard....... 40 25 
Warren County—For Smant-Pox IN 1884. 


By bill of P. Keefe & Co., for disinfectants, etc.. 6 75 
By bill of W. H. Cook for services as guard........ ‘ 7 00 


March 17 
17 


17 
17 
. 17 


March 17 


March 17 


March 17 
16 


April 


a TOM OTH 


April 


aaan nan nAn 


April 5 


* 


MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


By bill of A. M. Parsons for services as guard...... 
By bill of John Hill for whitewashing and fumigat- 
ing houses. ess tabo aooaa eevee es vat, eoeepe pease E 
By bill of Jas. Gill for services as sanitary police- 
man. e eeu tone sv ens eeee 
By bill cf Wm. Foster for “hauling patient to pest 
NOUSC 2... eee cece cece rece cece ree eee eseeeees 
By bill of T. A. Wilson for services as guard....... 


WARREN AND OLAIBORNE Cotntizs, 1884. 
By bill of Dr. C. A. Rice for services as Inspector... 
WARBEN County 1884. 
By bill of W. O. Worrell for lime... esse eeeeee cess 


CLAIBORNE County—For Smaui-Pox IN 1884. 


By bill of Dave Minor for whitewashing........... 
By bill of Jim Miller for whitewashing............ 
By bill of Seguin Allen ‘for services as guard on 

train.... 2... esses e essesoroeecsoresoeeo 
By bill of Peter King for services as guard.. oe 
By bill of George Bobb for services as guard... esse.. 
By bill of P. Keefe & Co., for sulphur, etc..... essee 
By bill of A. B. Hardin for services as guard........ 


By bill of O. A. Rice, Inspector, for expenses........ 
WARREN County—For Smani-Pox in 1884. 


By bill of Wm. Foster for hauling case of small-pox 
to pest house. ....ssseseoesesasereseaso veeeees 
By bill of Jas. Gill for services as sanitar y police- 


By bill of W. O. Worrell for lime and drayage...... 
By bill of Dr. C. A. Rice for services as Inspector... 
By bill of John Schlottman for hauling............ 
By bill of P. Keefe & Co., for sulphur, etc.......... 
By pi of John Hall for whitewashing | and disinfect- 


WASHINGTON County—For Smauu-Pox In 1884. 


By bill of Sam Stanfield for services as guard...... 

By bill of Jackson Sweetwine for services as guard.. 

By bill of Thomas Linch for services as guard...... 

By bill of R. E. Buckly for services as guard.. 

By bill of T, D. Jefferson for services as guard. . seee 

By bill of T. D. Jefferson for services whitewashing 
and disinfecting .......... voc cere cess cece 


By bill of W. R. Evans for services ‘as guard.. sevens 
By bill of James Langley for services as guard. s... 
By bill of A. B. Finlay & Co., for disinfectants, etc.. 
By bill of Dr. R. S. Toombs, Inspector, for expenses, 
By bill of Dr. R. S. Toombs for services as Inspector 


Corran Counry—For SmaLrL-Pox IN 1884. 


By bill of J. R. Cable for services as guard......... 


43 


62 00 
28 00 
46 50 


2 50 
5 25 


310 00 


2 75 


44 


April 


May 


une 


June 
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MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


By bill of H. R. Boyanton for services as guard. e.. 1 75 


By bill of Wm. Thompson for services as guard... .. “12 40 
By bill of Robt. W. Carter for services as guard..... 30 25 
By bill of E. P. Powell for services as guard....... 20 25 
By bill of Blas Gambora for seevices as guard...... 12 00 
By bill of John Barrows for services as guard....... : 3 00 


- By bill of B. J. Woodward for services as guard.... 2 00 


By bill of W. L. Singleton for services as guard..... 17 50 
By bill of Wm. Singleton for serviees as guard..... 34 85 
By bill of John H. Barrows for services as guard... 47 25 
By bill of Dr. L. Sexton for services as Inspector... 410 00 


By bill of B. Lemly for 2490 points of vaccine virus 
furnished on Jan. 31, Feb. 4th and 19, and March 
8, and to rr eeeeeee 186 75 


Hancoox COUNTY—SMALL-Pox IN 1884. 


By bill of Androw Little for services as guard..... . 86 00 
By bill of Andrew ‘Little for freight paid........... 60 
By bill of Poitevent, Favre & Co., for disinfectants. 5 75 


Apams County—For Smaut-Pox 1N 1884. 


By bill of Dr. ©. F. Farrar for services as Inspector. 50 00 
By bill of Spears Smith for services as guard....... 16 00 


CorraH County—For Smaxuu-Pox ty 1884. 


By bill of W. M. Higdon for services as guard...... 20 00 
By bill of Marion Higdon for services as guard..... 10 00 
By bill of David Petty for services as guard........ 66 00 
By bill of H. E. Spencer for services as guard...... 22 00 


By bill of Spencer Wiiliams for services as guard... 38 00 
By bill of Charley Robinson for services as guard... 6 00 
By bill of Henry Bird for services as guard......... 11 00 
By bill of E. M. Wade for services as guard........ ` 22 00 
By bill of E. C. Williamson & Co., for disinfectants. 7 60 


Wargen County—For Smarpt-Pox IN 1884. 


By bill of John Schlottman for hauling tent to and 


from pest house and putting up same........... 4 00 

By bill of Curphy & Mundy for strips for flags beerse 50 

“By bill of F. M. Goff for services as guard.. 72 00 
By bill of P. Koefe & Co., for sulphur and W. W. 

Heads.......sessesersonse soeecsessseseesoess 5 30 

By bill of W. J. Nelson for services as guard........ 12 25 

By bill of Geo. T. Wilson for services as guard...... 5 25 
By bill of Wm. Foster for hauling 8 cases to pest 

HOUSE... eee cece cee cee eens cece teen tans wees 20 00 

By bill of Dr. C. A. Rice for services as Inspector... 390 00 

By bill of A. Jacob for calico... 2... cee cece ceeee 60 

' By bill of Frank Howard for services whitewashing -~ 

and fumigating, etc... 2.2... cece cee eee ceeee 18 00 

By bill of W. O. Worrell for lime..............626. 1 50 
By bill of John Hall for r whitewashing and disinfect- 

ol seeero tp eee cone cee ec ees . 1000 


June 


Sept. 


Sept. 


18 
18 


18 
18 
18 


18 


18 
18 


18 


18 


MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH, 


Houmes County—For Smaru-Pox 1N 1884. 


By bill of Richard Cross for services as guard.';.... 
By bill of C. A. Brown for services as guard........ 
By bill of Albert McBee for services as guard....... 
By bill of John King for services as guard......... 


By bill of Byron Lemly for 1000 points of vaccine 
virus furnished on April 21, and May 18........ 


Wiuximnsan County—For SmALL-Pox IN 1884, 


By bill of E. W. Schwabe for services as guard...... 
By bill of B. Beaumontfor buggy and mule, sending 
o QUATAS. 0. eee nee cane eee ceee ose 
By bill of Daniél McLain for services as guard...... 
By bill of Charley Dickey for services as guard..... 
By bill of W. H. Woodruff for team and driver to 
Carry Q“uard.... 2... eee wee 

By bill of McGehee & Co., for disinfectants, etc..... 
By bill of Abram Jones for furnishing transportation 
for QUATAS crs cccc neds sins e6ss teen sebenes ace 

By bill of John W. Bryant far services as guard..... 


@enwev veosoans 


eaewnetese ease aneasneoe 


CLARKE Counry—For Smati-Pox In 1884, 
By bill of Tom Perryman, for services as guard.... 
Hormes Counry—For Smant-Pox IN 1884. 


‘By bill of P. Williams & Co., for disinfectants...... 
By bill of Richard Cross, for services as guard..... 
By bill of C, A. Brown, for services as guard....... 


By bill of Byron Lemly, for 1000 points of vaccine 
virus farnished on July Ist dnd 23d....,...2sse0 


Suarkey Counry—For Smaui-Pox in Jury, 1884. 


By bill of E. K. Pleasants for services as guard...., 
By bill of Walter Shelton for hire of horse......... 
By bill of N. T. Baggett for services as guard...... 
By billof I. A. Coriright for corn, a kettle and 
white-wash brushes...... Weare news x Pere rire 
By bill of J. L, Redman for services as guard....... 
By bill of Judge Powell for services as guard,...... 
By bill of W. O. Worrell for lime and freight| 
By bill of Hardaway & Cassell for disinfectants, dray- 
age and freight..........cspececcen cree ceceees 
By bill of Mat. Shannon for services as guard...... 
By bill of John Schlottman for drayage and freight 
ON TOME... cee cccc ever voce ces cece sees ensces 
By bill of B. Kent for board of Dr. C. A. Rice, In- 
spector, and John Hall and Frank Howard, white- 
WASHETS .... cece cece cece eves cvcccccnsecses Sees 
By bill of Henry Wright for services as guard...... 
By bill of P. Keefe & Co., for whitewash brushes.... 
By bill of Dr. O. A. Rice, Inspectdr, for expenses... 


eneeove 


_ By billof Frank Howard for services as white- 


washer and disinfector .... 0) .s00 cece cece cceece 


` 


45 


62 00 


46 


Sept. 


Sept. 


t 


ii 


MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


18 By bill of John Hall for services as whitewasher and 


disinfoctob. sis sese 86555 gos SOR Se Tee SESS 
18 By bill of Jake Roberts for services as guard...,.. 
18 By bill of Robert Brown for services as guard...... 
18 By bill of John Q. Roberts for services as guard.. 
18 By bill of Dr. C. A. Rice for services as Inspector... . 
18 By bill of George Craig for services as guard....... 
18 By bill of A. C. Shelby for services as guard,...... 


Wargen County—For Smart-Pox IN 1884. 


18 By bill of P. Keefe & Co., for sulphut and W. W. 


Hoad a sieeve tiie wc heme EEE Sees wens 
18 By bill of F. M. Goff for services as guard........ 7 
18 By bill of Thomas Murry for fumigation and white- 
WES DENG wine saaTi rE E E aae 


Suarkey Counry—For SmarL-Pox, Aveusr, 1884, 


14 By bill of Dr. C. A. Rice for services as Inspector.. 


= Wm. Orendorf for horse hire ........ cee. 
= “ B. Kent, for board, of Frank Howard, white- 
WASHOE 22540 eos es cwsjemass an ERa 3 
s “ B. Kent, for board, of John Hall, white- 
E E E EE 
t “ B. Kent, for board, of Dr. C. A. Rice, In- 
spector, 20 GAYS Sos 4 ase teas th da eee Sete 
- & B. Kent, for board, of Thos. ae white- 
washer....esseseso sons EER 
e &“ John Harsh, for board, | of Dr. c. `A. Rice, 
Inspector, 11 GAYS EE wisie'ws ; 
‘s “ N.T. Baggett,for services as guard...,... ` 
e “ Frank Howard, for services as whitewasher 
and disinfector..........cccsscccceccees 
te . & ©. M. Battaile, for services as guard....... 
‘£ < E. B. Shelby, for services as guard......... 
= “ Judge Powell, for services as guard........ 
s “ E. K. Pleasants, for services as guard...... 
ec “ P. Keefe & Co., for disinfectants, etc....... 
s *“ Robert Brown, for services as guard....... 
s “ Thomas Murry, for services as guard...... 
* “ John Hall, for services as.whitewasher and 
disinfector si0s 2 ike ete cea ow eseete ee ees 
s “ J. F. Redman, for services as guard........ 
s * Mat. Shannon, for services as guard....... 
se “ Henry Wright, for services as guard....... 
E “ John D. Smith, for services as guard....... 


SHARKEY County—For SMALL-POX, SEPTEMBER, 1884. 


14 By bill of Mat. Shannon, for services as guard...... 
“ Henry Wright, for services as guard....... 

A &“ N. L. Baggett, for services as guard....... 
s “ B. Kent, for one months board for two 
whitewashers and disinfectors, and for one 

barrel of lime.... 2... ccc cece cece ceness 

££ “« J.F. Redman, for services as guard....... 
s$ .“ Burke Stringer, for services as guard.. .... 
s: & Ben McAlpin, for services as guard........ 


s “ John M. McCaleb, for services as guard.... 


a 
=- 


44 00 
- 20 00 
6 00 
22 00 
230 00 
3 75 
22 00 


1 75 
20 00 


4 00 


310 00 
15 00 


17 40 
15 00 
20 00 
7 80 


11 00 
62 00 


58 00 
30 00 
62 00 
4 00 
24 00 
12 00 
24 00 
24 00 


50 00 
62 00 
62 00 
62 00 
32 00 


60 00 
60 00 
60 00 


38 50 
60 00 
8 00 
38 00 
40 00 


MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF ‘HEALTH. 


Nov. 14 By bill of Dr. C. A. Rice, for services as Inspector... 


Nov. 14 
(13 (13 
ee éé 
te (13 
oe 66 
sé (13 
6¢ (13 
ce és 
cs és 
6 se. 
< ec 

Nov. 15 
(34 (33 
6s 66 
66 ee 
(14 ee 
be 46 
(13 ce 
ce (34 
(44 [49 
(33 oe 
(13 si 
ce {4 
(14 (13 
(13 s6 

Dec. 15 
1884, 

Feb. 28 

Dec. 15 


Frank Howard, for services as whitewasher 
and disinfector.,..:.... ccerccce ceccacees 
John Hall, for whitewashing and disinfect- 
in secscreoeaeressveeeee Seve vessaevseseosenveges 
J. R. Baggett, for services as guard........ 
Dr. C. A. Rice, Inspector, for expenses... .. 
John Harsh, for board of Dr. O. A. Rice, 
Inspector .... erai Serin ee 85.46 weewieeiss 
E. B. Shelby, for services as guard.......+. 
O. M. Battaile, for services as guard..... 
P. Keefe & Co, for sulphur, whitewash 
brushes and box.........+... EA EA 
W. O. Worrell, for two barrels of lime and 
freight. ...esssessseesesses wre ee cere cees 


$ 
SnasrKeY Counry—For SmanL-Pox, OCTOBER, 1884. 


47 
300 00 
52 00 
52 00 
40 00 
15 10 
30 00 
60. 00 
60 00 


6 25 
4 00 


By bill- of W. O. Worrell, for one barrel lime....... 1 50 
P. Keefe & Co., for sulphur and box.,...... 2 25 
& Harsh & Co., for two whitewash brushes.. 1 00 

“ N., T. Baggett, for services as sanitary 
policeman.... .e.ss.sssecssecsssssssoesne 42 00 
“ Henry Wright, for services as guard....... 42 00 
“ Dr. C. A. Rice, Inspector, for expenses..... 42 55 
&“ John Hall, for services as whitewasher..... 8 CO 
“ J.F. Redman, for services as guard........ 24 00 
“ J, R. Baggett, for services as guard...... 24 00 
“ Dr. C. A. Rice, for services as Inspector.... 220 00 
“ Mat. Shannon, for services as guard....... 42 00 

MARSHALL County—For use EOF IN 1884. 

By bill of Frank Anderson, for services as guard.... 55 00 
Hindman Doxey, for services as guard..... 27 50 
& Robert W. Connelly, for services as guard.. 41 25 
“ Howard & Howard for disinfectants....... 3 00 
*“ Robt. T. Johnson, for services as guard.... 45 00 
“ S.N. Ayers, for services as guard.......... 1 25 
“ John M. Compton, for services as guard.... 25 00 

“ Mrs. Dr. J. F. Butler, for sulphate of zinc 
and bottle., ....ccccsccsseveccasvcsevess 20 
“ A.J. Rylee, for services as guard.......... 10 00 
& Chesley Daniel, for common salt..... nee 35 
oN. W. Cathron, for 1 ea a 85 
“ J.H. Athey, for disinfectants. ............ 2 25 
“ Earl Blythe, for services as guard........ 45 00 
“ John S. Hastings, for services as guard..... 40 00 

By bill of Byron Lemly for 500 points of vaccine 
virus furnished on September 22d........ 87 50 
í $9,179 34 

QUARANTINE. 
Dr. 


To amount from Auditor., .....ss.essasessosse ceses. 48 00 
To amount from Auditor...... Lmeceiauseutame Cseiete BO OU 


. 


$96 00 


* 


48 MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


1884. Cr. l 
Feb. 28 By bill of Michael Hart, for storage on 1 quarantine 
property at Osyka, in 1883.... 2... 00+. cece eeeees $48 00 
Dec. 15 By bill of Michael Hart, for storage on . quarantine 
property at Osyka, ETT igh eee uececses .... 48 00 


ON ACCOUNT OF YELLOW FEVER IN JACKSON COUNTY IN 1883. 


1884. Dez. 
Feb. 28. To amount from Auditor........ P veniew eases $397 40 
1884. Cr. 
Feb. 28 By bill of H. Shannon, M. D., for services as Inspector 
` from October 11, 1883, to October 30, 1883...... $190 00 
28 By bill of H. Shannon, M. D., for services as Inspector 
from November 12, to November 27, 1883....... 150 00 
28 By bill of Louisville & Nashvile R. R., for freight on 
disinfectants... doin ses Guavedeay vesesesecoeeo 
28 By bill of I. L. Lyons, for disinfectants. ....... e.e- 13 40 
28 By bill of T. W. Ellis, for services as guard.......... 14 00 
28 By bill of Chas. H. Buttner, for services as guard..... 28 50 


$397 40 


~ 


EXPENSES OF MEMBERS AND THEIR PER DIEM IN ATTEND- 
ING A MEETING AT WEST POINT ON MARCH 31 
AND APRIL 1 AND 2. 


J. Ae BIAUKN oreasc e oe e E a aa N A $20 90 
BF. Kittroll cette eeu oe eto es fic ea EEE TAK ... 57 70 
D: L. PALES o.oo ssie'e ecw aie: bie Win ee wins e W0/6 018s paw Sse ow E E Beale oes 16 50 
S- V: D: BEM Doe cs sese ei SS 66 2550 tonar esed eee Sie dis E E 18 40 
E P Salovey nai nce eeu eee tesa eb Se ere ee Waitw se eone sent es 12 00 
J. Wa Bonnett... cca seco cccccc cece P E E haces raai 43 00 
Wirt Joóobnstonis csore eeni we ees RS we Rie e SAREE EES 38 50 
R-S- TOOMBS jess ca os a ve oe oe chee wdc Sees sp suas aires ENE 67 50 
C. A. Rice..... iS ee Reka ewes Beas bebe EEA AWA WOR eee E GAS 46 10 

$320 60 


AMOUNT FURNISHED THE JACKSON COUNTY BOARD OF 
; HEALTH. - 


1884. f 
September 18.. ee er Tr en E re ETA $850 00 
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REPORT OF SMALL-Pox. 


oa 


COPIAH COUNTY---BY DR. LUTHER SEXTON, INSPECTOR. 


To the Honorable Board of Health, State of Mississippi : 


Dear Sirs: By your request, I beg leave to submit the fol- 
lowing report of small-pox in Copiah county, Miss., at Wesson 
and Beauregard, in the spring of 1884. 

It was first-brought here on the. 3d of January, 1884, by a 
negro boy, Ike Newton, who had been at work on the Mississippi 
Valley Railroad, living in infected camps. He also came through 
New Orleans, stopping off for a few days, again laying himself 
liable to the contagion, as small-pox existed in New Orleans at 
the time. He was taken with severe pains in his head and back, 
after three or four days of malaise, and about the third day of 
his illness he broke out with an eruption, first about the head and 
face. His fever was not high, but his throat was somewhat sore 
from an eruption similar to what he had on his head. No phy- 
-sician was called; the patient convalesced, and everything went 
on smoothly until January 18 and 19, when four others began 
complaining, with symptoms of a more formidable character, 
which, on the 21st, developed into full fledged cases of small-pox. 
The negroes still kept their trouble concealed and would not 
summon a physician for the reason, as they afterwards informed 
me, that white people would not give them washing if they knew 
they had a contagious disease where the washing was done.. 

The first outbreak in the town of Wesson, and among the 
white people, was in the family of Mrs. Frazier, where washing 
had been done by the Newton negroes. Miss Cora Frazier, the 
only member of the family who had not been vaccinated, con- 
tracted the disease from wearing cotton under-gurments washed 
and ironed by the mother of the negroes who were sick. Some 
fifty of the operators were exposed to her case. They were 
promptly quarantined and vaccinated, and no one of them con- 
tracted the disease. The patient, together with her mother and 
sister, was moved to the ‘pest-house, where she made a good 
recovery, after rather a severe case. I was apprehensive for fear 
her sister should contract the disease, though she was well vac- 
cinated. Her hands were sore from a form of eczema, and in 
annointing the pocks of her sister she ran a great risk of inocula- 
tion; she escaped the disease, however. 

Mr. Hill Dodds was the scond white patient, and his case was 
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clouded in considerable mystery. I never could make the con- 
necting link between his and the other cases. Some thirty per- 
sons and his entire family were exposed to his case for five days. 
Out of the exposed his sister only had a mild case of vario- 
loid, after considerable fever and perspiration, which resembled 
more an attack of remittent fever than the premonitory symptoms 
of small-pox. These cases were promptly removed to the pest- 
house with all the bedding and clothing that had been in contact 
with them. After a serious and protracted case, attended with 
coma for several days and followed by fifteen or twenty abscesses, 
Mr. Dodds made a slow recovery and finally regained his former 
vigor. 

The third outbreak in a white family was Robert Simmons, 
taken February 9 with a malignant confluent form, of which he 
succumbed on the fourteenth day. He was removed to the pest- 
house with the other patients. His bedding and all clothing was 
carried to the hospital so as to take no risk of exposing the pa- 
tient to taking cold. The last three cases made three more 
points of infection and exposed in all some sixty (60) more per- 
sons. The same rules which had been adopted in the previous 
cases, in regard to quarantine and vaccination were enforced, and 
with the following result: 

The Frazier case removed to the hospital on the 5th day of the 
disease; 50 persons exposed in the house with her; all well vac- 
cinated and the room fumigated and disinfected; all escaped. 
The Dodds case —30 persons exposed ; all vaccihated, and escaped 
the disease except his sister, who was attacked with a mild case 
of varioloid on February 27, as before stated. Simmons case—5 
in his family exposed; removed him to the pest-house on the fifth 
day of disease; all his family escaped the disease. ‘This we con- 
sider a fine showing for vaccination and isolation. Out of four 
hundred (400) persons exposed only 44 contracted the disease, 
and of this number it was so modified by vaccination in most of 
them that only five of the cases died, none of which had ever 
been vaccinated. 

On Wednesday, February 13, I was called to see a case of 
varioloid at Beauregard. Burgess Newton had paid the family 
of negroes a social call, and left them a few small-pox germs as 
souvenirs of his visit. I placed the family under guard, and, by 
the assistance of Mr. Cotton, of the local board of health, had 
soon vaccinated nearly every negro in that vicinity. I had the 
house scalded out, also applied coppéras water and carbolic acid 
to disinfect; all of which precautionary measures saved the town 
of a single other case of small-pox outside of this family and 
benefited its trade to a very great extent. 

The first case that terminated fatally was of the most violent 
nature from the incipiency of the attack. He was unconscious 
for twelve days; was a confluent case, and the lungs seemed to 
be deeply congested. The second died on the thirty-third day 
of the attack, after losing his hair, toe nails, the soles of his féet 
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and one eye. The third fatal case was an old negro, -whose case 
did not seem so malignant, but whose ideas of self-preservation 
were very crude indeed; this, connected with her enfeebled con- 
dition, caused her “to succumb. The fourth case was a negro 
boy, age 17 years; died on the twelfth day, of general congestion 
produced by his perambulating out into a cold rain, with bare 
feet and thinly clad, while his ntrse was out of the’ house. ‘The 
fifth, and last, case was a little ‘baby, five months old; died on 
the fourteenth day of the disease, its constitution being too weak 
to stand the ravages of such a loathsome disease. ee lk 

My experience in the epidemic taught me the supreme im- 
portance of vaccination., All the deaths that occurred were par- 
ties who had never been vaccinated, and, in two families who 
were exposed, only the two members not protected by vaccination 
were attacked by the disease at all, and, out of the twenty (20) per- 
sons exposed in the pest-house all the time, in the capacity of 
cooks, nurses, helps and stewards, not one contracted the disease, 
though they were not only exposed to the contagion of the pa- 
tients, they also assisted me in the performance of the last and 
most solemn duty we owe to ous fellow-men. 

The epidemic in our vicinity reached a much larger proportion 
than it would have done had it not been for the negroes conceal- 
ing the disease and mingling together so much. Wesson is en- 
circled by a large population of negroes, who live in squatter 
houses on every hill, and maintain themselves by cutting wood 
for the factory. I stopped all their schools and meetings at 
church, but found it impossible to keep them from visiting each 
other. The attacks, as a rule, with the negroes were lighter than 
with their white neighbors. 

During the beginning of the epidemic I found a great deal of 
indifference in regard to vaccination, but, after repeated proofs 
of its efficacy, I induced the Mills to make it compulsory among 
the operatives at least. The result in a large number of the first 
vaccinations was negative. This I consider due to two causes— 
first, the manner in which the vaccination was done; secondly, 
spurious matter. The first cases were vaccinated by making six 
or seven linear incisions, crossed at right-angles by the same num- 
ber, then scraping the outer cuticle off. In some tases this pro- 
duced considerable hemorrhage and was the cause of a large 
number of the negative results. This plan was afterwards simpli- 
fied by merely scraping off the outer cuticle and applying just 
enough water to moisten the virus; or more successfully still, by 
making a muck of the scab and dipping the ivory point in this, 
which rarely. failed to produce a sore, especially in primary vacci- 
nation. In a‘large number of cases, some primary, too, the only 
result of vaccination was a strawberry-like excrescence which 
remained sore for a few days and then dried up. Others took.on 
a violent inflammatory process, with considerable sloughing in 
some instances. ‘This was considered due to the virus being di- 
luted and contaminated with blood, pus and -other ioptiritics 
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known to the unscrupulous manufactories. As I had a large 
number of the operatives under immediate charge in the mills, so 
that I could make repeated observation, I embraced the oppor- 
tunity of gathering some few statistics in regard to vaccination. 
The subjoined table gives the results of my study of some two 
thousand (2000) vaccinations: 
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Of its protective influence none can doubt—not even the laity 
—but seeing is believing, and my faith in vaccination has been 
increased a hundredfold. since my experience in this epidemic. 
Prevention of small-pox is easier than treating the disease, and in 
view of this fact I think the State Board of Health, in conjunction 
with the State Medical Association, should memorialize the next 
Legislature on the subject and procure the passage of a law for 
compulsory vaccination. The subject was brought up by the last 
Legislature, but for want of a proper knowledgs of its importance 
it was crowded off the docket by less important matters, and such 
will ever be the case until the laity are educated in proper sani- 
tary subjects so essential to their prosperity and well-beitig. 

I will merely state, in regard to the treatment of the cases, that 
the entire drug bill for the 44 cases was‘only $12.00, which, in my 
opinion, accounts for the small death-rate and light burying 
. expenses, It is undoubtedly a self-limited disease, whose course ` 
is not at all modified by meddlesome therapeutic interference. I 
treated the worst symptems as they arose, fostered the strength 
of my patients, and left the remainder to nature. The cases 
that terminated fatally were wrapped in sheets saturated in solu- 
tion of sulph. iron and carbolic acid, placed in double boxes and 
interred at once. 

In concluding this report I would be derelict in my duty if I 
should fail to mention the timely aid rendered me in this epidemic 
by the State Board of Health. I was furnished with an abundant 
supply of bovine psints and other material aid, for which I, in 
connection with the entire community, return sincere thanks. 


REPORT OF SMALL-POX IN PIKE COUNTY--BY DR. C, 
HOOVER, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


According to promise I will give you a short synopsis of my 
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management of small-pox since my appointment as Chief Health G 
Officer of this (Pike) county, my object in doing so is to show 
that the disease can be easily managed, and that it is not con- 
tagious in the first and second stages, that is during the fever, and 
the first two or three days of the.eruption. I will not give any 
lengthy description-of the disease but merely state to you facts of 
the different cases as they occured, which have been reported’ to 
you heretofore. I have lost the dates of the cases and will have 
to give them from memory, and will be as brief as possible. 

The first case-was in April, 1884. When I first discovered the 
case the eruption was fully developed, (the fifth day) there was 
three persons in the. house who I made remain with the patient. 
and nurse him through the disease. I vaccinated them on th® 
eighth day, not one of them showed the least symptoms of the dis- 
ease. There were two families, consisting of 10 persons, living 
within one hundred feet of the house, all were vaccinated at the 
same time, and no spread of the disease. The second case was, 
when I discoved it, also fully developed on the fourth or fifth day. 
The patient was married the night before, and there were about 20 
persons exposed to this case. There were four persons living in 
this house who I made remain and nurse the case, all parties were 
vaccinated on the seventh or eighth day, and no one showed any 
symtoms of the disease. There were also four families within one 
hundred feet of this house and no spread of the disease from 
this case. The third case was also fully developed when discov- 
ered, there were two persons in this house. The fourth case was 
discovered when the eruption first made its appearance about the 
third day, there were four others living in this house and five 
others that had been in the house. to see the case the evening I 
discovered it, this case was moved to the house of the third, all: 
parties. vaccinated immediately. There were two families, num- 
bering 12, living in one hundred feet of these two cases; no one 
showed any symptoms of the disease. The fifth case was discov- 
ered on the fifth day of the disease; there were five persons living 
in the house, all were vaccinated immediately, all were made to 
remain in the house with patient. On the fifteenth day one of these 
‘showed signs of a slight attack of varioloid, and did have a mild 
case, ‘There were several others exposed to thiscase. ‘There was- 
also one case in Osyka, all parties that were exposed to it were 
vaccinated and quarantined, and so far, I have been, by using a 
strict quarantine, able to prevent any spread of the disease. 

And in regard to vaccination it should be repeated as long as 
it will take, and then you have successfully vaccinated your 
patient. There are cases that will take the second time, and I have 
known it even the third time. All persons should be re-vacci- 
nated after puberty. I have vaccinated persons with the fever on 
them, and it will invariably lesson the disease. And I must say 
that with good virus and cases properly managed, I can see no 
cause for the disease to spread. 

I have tried to be as short as possible and hope that the de- 
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scription will be satisfactory. I have discharged ail cases. I 
did not put on any guards, have destroyed the order. If I have 
omitted anything you wish to know in regard to the cases I will 
gladly answer. | 


REPORT OF SMALL-POX IN WILKINSON COUNTY---BY 
DR. E. L. McGEHEE, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


On the 4th of May, an employee of the Mississippi Valley Rail- 
road, died of small-pox in the eastern part of Wilkinson county. 
For five days he lay upon the ground near the railroad track, by 

rook, into which he would crawl to quench hie thirst and 
reduce his temperature. 

This case was not reported to a physician until after death. 
Some kind negroes living near fed the poor fellow, not knowing 
what the disease was. He was promptly buried, and all who had 
been exposed were vaccinated. As Health Officer. we visited the 
railroad camp, believing it to be the focus of infection, and 
requested permission to vaccinate the laborers and disinfect the 
cars in which they slept. The contractor declined to concede to 
this proposition, fearing it would cause a panic among the 
laborers. 

We were deliberating as to what protection the law would give, 
and the advisability of ‘‘shot-gun quarantine,” when the com- 
mander said, “you need not be troubled, our work is finished, and 
we move from your county to-morrow into Amite.” Ere they 
moved small-pox developed in another of their laborers, but he 
found his way into Amite county, and was there kindly treated 
by the good citizens and he recovered. 

Be it known to the credit of theserailroad contractors that they 
shared expense and showed a liberal spirit in this matter, but like 
the intoxicated man cannot be persuaded that he is drunk. “Oh 
no, our camp is perfectly healthy.” 

After the camp had been pitched in Amite county, near Glos- 
ter City, a negro man named Henry Ratliff, who lived on Mr. 
McLain’s place in northeastern part of the county, enjoyed a free 
ride on the construction train. Ten days later he had a conflu- 
ent case of small-pox and died. His family, twelve in number, 
were exposed for eight days before being vaccinated, four of them 
_ contracted the disease, the mother died, the others recovered. 
A little brother’s vaccination had taken four days before small- 
pox broke outon him, so the nurse states. His case was mild. 
It seems the two diseases, cow-pox and small-pox were manifest- 
ing themselves in the same system at the same time. 

On 19th May Dr. T. O. Woods reported a case of small-pox 
on Mrs. M. Stocketts place, eighteen miles from Mr. McLains, 
and twelve miles from Mississippi Valley Railroad. We visited 
the locality on the zoth and found a negro woman, Mary Robin- 
son, in the ninth day of small-pox. She contracted the disease 
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from two ex-employees of the M. V. Railroad, who were en 
route to Bayou Sara, to whom she gave a night’s lodging. This 
woman’s house was in the centre of thickly settled quarters, sur- 
rounded by one hundred and twenty negroes most of whom had 
been exposed for one week, and few had been protected by vac- 
cination. We feared an epidemic. We isolated case and vac- 
cinated all, and to our great surprise and gratification not another 
case has yet appeared. Houses thoroughly disinfected, and we 
trust this is the finis. 
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REPORTS OF CHIEF HEALTH OFFICERS OF COUNTIES, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER, 30rx, 1884. 


ADAMS COUNTY. 


BEPORT OF DR. L. E. PROFILET, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


In compliance with my duty as Chief Health Officer of Adams 
county, Miss., I have the honor to submit the following annual 
report of the sanitary condition of the county for the year ending 
September 30, 1884. 


When I made my last report, our county was threatened with a . 


general invasion of small-pox, several cases having occurred in 
quick succession in different parts of the county, and there being 
at the same period an epidemic of small-pox of malignant type on 
several plantations in Concordia parish, La., between which and 
our county there is ordinarily much communication, though the 
Mississippi river separates them. To intercept this communica- 
tion, and guard against infection from the latter source, I author- 
ized responsible parties on the plantations threatened to prevent 
all communication with the infected places. I think this proved 
a salutary measure. as no cases developed on the places thus 
guarded. Before the quarantine was established, two refugees 
from one of the infected places, in whom the disease had already 
developed, infected several parties wlio came in contact with 
them. But in every instance, by means of vaccination, and, in 
my opinion, more particularly by isolation, the spread of the dis- 
ease was checked. = 

In January I reported four cases on the place of Mr. Claggett, 
near Kingston, about eighteen miles from Natchez, and three 
more soon after on the same place. The necessary precautions 
were observed, and the disease checked. I reported one case 
in Natchez in March, and anotherin April. Both were strangers, 
and the disease developed soon after their arrival, The usual 
precautions were taken, and no cases developed from them. Since 
that date no case has appeared i in the county. 

Judging from my individual observation, and the information I 
obtained from such physicians of the county as I had reports from 
the tendency to relapses of the malarial fevers, -which were very 
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general in the ‘county .and of unusually severe type during the 
summer and fall of 1883, continued throughout the winter, and I 
am positive that I was called on to treat more cases of intermittent 
than I remember to have- seen at that season of the year. 


During the past spring pneumonia was less prevalent than usual’ 
but diarrhcea and dysentery were epidemic, and though they: did 
not prove very fatal, yet the obstinate cases were numerous. Dur- 
ing the epidemic,measles and mumps were also epidemic. Whoop- 
ing-cough prevailed at the same time, but the disease was not very 
` general, although occasjonal cases are still developing, while there ` 
has not been a single death reported. The epidemic of measles 
was confined principally to the city of Natchez, where it was more 
general than has been the case within my- experience, which ex- 
tends over a period of more than 20 years. The disease was 
introduced by the family of a colored minister while on a visit to 
Natchez, and there was no difficulty in tracing it to them. ` 


When it invaded a family, it spread like wild fire to all the un- 
protected members, and, in many instances to those who consid- 
ered themselves proof by a former attack. A few cases of rotheln 
and scarlatina prevailed during the prevalence of the epidemic. 
Where the patients received proper attention, the disease did not 
prove fatal ; the total mortality reported being 16, all but two being 
from the sequele. I am sure investigation would trace nearly 
every one to neglect,the deaths occurring principally in the families 
of factory and colored people. In the two Catholic Orphan 
Asylums, there were at least one hundred cases, as many as 40 
being in bed at one time in the girls’ asylum, and out of the whole 
but one died, from resulting affection of the bowels, and he was 
a delicate, ill-cared for child, received but a short time before he 
was taken sick. : 


Typhoid fever has been prevalent in the county for some years, 
and I do not feel prepared -to say to-what source. to attribute it. 
I knew that formerly it was a disease almost unkown, so rare 
were the cases, occasional cases might be traced to local causes, 
especially in the city of Natchez, and yet the sanitary condition 1s 
good; besides the disease is too widely spread throughout the 
county to assign a strictly local cause for every case. 


` Malarial fevers have not been as prevalent as ldst year. 


Although five deaths occurred within the county jail during the 
past year, it was not on account of the sanitary condition, as the 
jail is, in my opinion; as well kept, and the prisoners as well fed 
and cared for as their condition permits. Two of the deaths 
occurred among those confined as lunatics, and who had been in 
a debilitated state for a long time ; one man was hanged for murder, 
one died -from jaundice, and one from alcoholism. There are at 
present confined in the jail 21, twelve of whom are lunatics, and 
nine accused of misdemeanors. Of the insane, twelve are women 
and four men. The other prisoners are all men. 
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ALCORN COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DE. B. M. YOUNG, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


- 


I have the honor of handing in the following annual report as 
Chief Health Officer of Alcorn county, Miss, for the year end- 
ing Ootober 1, 1884: 

Since my. last report, the county has been unusually healthy ; 
after the severe and protracted cold weather, which commenced 
with the present year, we naturally looked for an increase, above 
the.usual average in the number of cases of pneumonia and rheu- 
matism in persons exposed to the inclemency of the weather. Yet 
there was a very little, if any, more than is usually seen. after a 
winter of ordinary temperature. 4 

The cases of pneumonia were, however, of a more severe type 
than is generally seen here, many of them running a short and 
fatal course, and in those who recovered the period of. convales- 
ence was unusually prolonged. 

Quite a number of cases of dysentery of a severe form were 
seen and treated by the writer in the latter part of the winter. So 
many cases of this disease appearing at an unusual season is deemed 
a fact of sufficient interest to be recorded here. 

Early in the summer we had an outbreak of what seemed a sort 
of dysenteric malarial fever, the dysentery disappearing on the 
exhibition of quinine, and not yielding to the ordinary remedies 
for this disease. - 

Tn all diseases of malarial origin seen during the summer, there 
has been a marked tendency towards gastric disturbance and con- 
gestion. 

On the roth day of June, a case of varioloid was reported to 
this office. The patient was.examined and the diagnosis of the phy- 
sician in attendance confirmed. The boy with his mother and 
four brothers, from 6 to 12 years of age, were removed a mile 
without the corporate limits, quarantined and well guarded by two 
trusty men'day and night. - 

All the family were vaccinated with virus obtained from the 
Secretary of the State Board of Health, together with all those 
who had been exposed to the possibility of contagion. 

In two of the cases vaccinated the virus failed to produce any 
effect, and the boys had each, a well-marked attack of confluent 
small-pox. In the other cases the vaccination was effective and 
modified the disease. = 

They were kept in quarantine until all danger of contagion was 
passed, then they were stripped to the skin, and having undergone 
the necessary ablutions, were allowed to depart, all their bedding, 
clothing, etc., having been burned. 

The writer has visited the county jail and poor-house, and at- 
tended to all matters of sanitation within his jurisdiction, 


~ 
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AMITE COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. O. H. BATES, OHIEF HEALTH OFFIOER. 
eres 


In accordance with the law, I have the honor of transmitting 
this, my annual report, ending September 30, as the Health Offi- 
cer of Amite county. 

It affords me pleasure to report that the sanitary condition of the 
county has maintained an unusually good character, and that our 
people have enjoyed’ an almost uninterrupted immunity from 
epidemic and contagious diseases. Measles and mumps prevailed 
in some localities during winter, but were attended with a small 
fatality in proportion to the number of cases. In fact no deaths 
occurred except from complications. 

_Typho-malarial flux prevailed in some sections of our county, 
being confined to a few families in a neighborhood, and seeming- 
ly having no preference of location in its appearance, as often 
attacking families in'the hills as those on bottom lands. ‘This has 
been our most fatal disease this year. The fatality being exces- 
sively great in children under six years of age. 

Our county jail is now undergoing repairs, and its sanitary con- 
dition is very good. 

On May the rst, a case of small-pox occurred at Centerville. 
This case was a negro man discharged from the employ of Hazle- 
hurst & Green, contractors in’ track laying on the Msssissippi 
Valley „Railroad. Hecameinto Centerville, and the eruption 
was-in the vesicular stage. He was promptly taken in charge‘and 
placed in a pest-house, a guard placed at the house instructed not 
to allow any one to pass but the nurse and physician. On the 
26th he was washed, and was given a new suit of clothing, a cer- 
tificate of safety, and discharged from pest-house. The pest- 
house and the tent used by the guard was then set on fire and 
burned. At the appearance of this case Dr. Johnston, your 
worthy Secretary, sent me several packages of ivory points that 
proved to be good, fresh and efficient. With these we began the 
work of vaccinating at once. And from crust and lymph taken 
from the arms of healthy persons, we were soon able.to vaccinate 
all of those exposed, and there were no new cases. 

On May 16th a case of small-pox occurred atGloster. He was 
a railroad hand discharged by the same company as the first. 
Their camp then being one mile north of Gloster.. He came into 
Gloster, commingled with the citizens of the town one evening and 
the night before being taken in charge of; was carried back to the 
railroad camp, placed ima tent some six hundred yards from camp, 
a guard and nurse placed there as in firstcase. Strange to say he 
too was in the vesicular stage of the disease, and we had no 
new cases to occur. But I will add here that the small-pox scare 
at Centerville, eight miles *`below, had ‘caused the citizens of 
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Gloster to be pretty well protected by vaccination. This patient 
died on the 26th, and four persons were selected to bury him 
that had previously had the disease. -After the burial the cloth- 
ing of the four persons were throwned into, the pest-tent. They 
were made to wash and were given each a new. suit of clothing, 
then the pest-tent was destroyed by fire. This was the last small- 
pox in the western portion of the county. 

Again on June 13th, a case of small-pox occurred in the north- 
eastern portion of the county. This case, a young negro woman 
of transient character, was supposed to have contracted the dis- 
ease at McComb City, or somewhere on the Illinois Central 
Railroad. The management of this case was essentially the same 
as the other cases. ‘The case terminated fatally and we had no 
new cases, This was the termination of small-pox in our county. 
Three cases in all, one ending in recovery, two terminating 
fatally. 


BOLIVAR COUNTY. 


3 REPORT OF DR. J. W. DULANEY, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


I 


Please find my report as Health Officer-of this county, begin- 
ning October ist, 1883, ending September 30th; 1884. 

First, as the general health of county. This being an intensly 
malarial district I am pleased to inform you that we have not had 
as many Cases, say I A less, than as the preceding year, due I 
have no doubt, to the inundation of ’82, which swept away and 
covered over animal filth that had been accumulating for an 
indefinite time on our large plantations, as you know are cuiti- 


vated by negroes who apparently think it a’part of their religious 


duty to accumulate as much filth in the vicinity of their domicils 
as possible. 

As to city halls and theatres I regret geci to inform you 
that civilization has not dawned on this benighted land to that 
extent, I hope to be able to report on such in the near future. 

Our public schools are hot over crowded, and pupils are safe 
as to ventilation and fires as all are one-story buildings. 

It is quite noticeable that the public health is much capraved 
in localities where cistern water is used, and regret to ‘say that 
the majority of our people use spring and well water, that is in 
every instance contaminated with decomposed vegetable, and in 
many with animal matter. We have but little fruit and compara- 
tive no vegetable diet among the laboring class. We have 
innumerable sloughs and bayous, hot-beds for malarial production, 
on the banks the willow is disposed to grow, and by its foliage 
prevents the too rapid evaporation, also in my opinion absorbs 
or neutralizes to a very great extent the miasm arising from such. 
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We have more uterine diseases in this section than any portion 
of the State, due to our relaxing and debilitating climate. We 
are almost free from consumption, and have but few cases of 
pneumonia, possibly malaria preoccupies our systems to the, I 
might say, almost exclusion of other diseases. 

In closing I am happy to state that we have been free from all 
contagious and infectious diseases. during the past year except 
syphilis, which prevails to an alarming extent among the colored 
population, and i in most instances without treatment. 


COPIAH COUNTY. 7” 


$ 
REPORT OF DR. G. W. “PURBNELL, CHIEF HEALTH OFFIOER. 


I have the honor to submit the following report as Chief Health 
Officer of Copiah county for year just ended: 

The year opened up dry and healthy, with intermittent, remit- 
tent and typhoid fevers prevailing to only a limited extent. The 
months of November and December were dry and warm and 
quite healthy with the above mentioned diseases and measles pre- 
dominant. Rain set in the latter part of December, and extreme 
cold was expérienced all during the month of January, and in 
consequence pneumonia followed with a good deal of bronchial 
troubles and intermittent fever. 

On January 25th, the small-pox broke out in Wesson, and con- . 
tinued to prevail for nearly three months before it was completely 
stamped out. ‘A full report of which I will transmit to your Hon- 
orable Board latter, if it shall be your pleasure to require it. 

The month of March was a variable one, the first part of it. 
being wet and cold, the latter wet and warm, with pneumonia, 
bronchial affections, and intermittent fevers prevailing, The 
small-pox made its appearance near Hazlehurst on the gth day of 
March, and although so many were exposed to it before its nature 
was known, and the cases first appearing were scattered far and 
wide, still by energy and good management, the sick were con- 
centrated, and in one month and a half not a case existed in the 
neighborhood. The details of this outbreak I will also give later, 
if your Honorable Board so wishes. 

The weather during the month of April was rainy, and pneu- 
monia and intermittent fevers werethe diseases we had principally, 
to combat. . The cool mornings and evenings of May, with the 
-warm days, brought in our midst sporadic cases of dysentery, and 
pneumonia to a limited extent still prevailed. But on the whole 
the general health was better than during the previous months. 

The weather during the month of June was pronounced by 
many to be without precedent. It was cool and pleasant with 
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rains until the middle of the month, and occasional showers during 
the latter part. Sickness almost entirely abated, a few cases of 
dysentery and other bowel affections being found, 

But if the month cf June was cool and pleasant, the month of 
July certainly reminded us that summer was upon us. During 
the whole month it was hot and dry, with occasional rains in some 
neighborhoods. A few cases of typhoid fever and some bowel 
affections were met. The last part of the month and the first of 
August were more bearable on account of good rains, but.the hot 
weather after the middle of the month produced a good deal of 
dysentery, which in some parts of the county was of a very 
malignant type, and yielded stubbornly to treatment, and quité a 
number of deaths ensued in consequence. 

September was ushered in with a few cold days and nights, but 
the heat during the greater portion of the month was more intense 
than in mid summer. Still the health was good, and but few 
cases of sickness were heard of. 

I have just heard that diphtheria of a most malignant and fatal 
type has made its appearance in Crystal Springs, and that several 
deaths have resulted from it, but of its prevalence I have had no 
official notice. I have had one case in my own practice, but it 
was a mild one, and yielded readily to treatment. 

One of the most remarkable features of the past year is the 
amount of intermittent fever that prevailed during the winter and 
spring months all over the county. Another is, that although the 
drought prevailed during the summer months, at which times on 
account of the drying up of ponds, lakes and streams, we have 
a great amount of malarial fevers. There was å great improve- 
ment in the general health, and less malarial fevers were found 
than usual. , 

Taken as a whole the health of our county has been far better 
than any year since 1865. 

Our jail still remains the model institution of the State. The 
health of the prisoners has been excellent ; not a case of malarial 
fever or bowel affections has there been amongst them during the 
year. 


De SOTO COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. T. JONES, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


DeSoto county has been blessed with an unprecedented exemp- 
tion from disease of every deseription. Our pulmonic and pneu- 
monic season, which embraces the two last winter months and two 
first spring months, was freer from fatal cases than at any previous 
year of which we have taken cognizance, except in the western 
portion of the county which borders on the Mississippi Valley or 


tan 


7 . 
MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD. OF HEALTH. 63 


miasmatic section; there I learned through the official reports of 
the physicians who aid me in keeping up the statistics of the re- . 
spective localities, that pneumonia was very~fatal as is usually the ` 
case in that locality. They regard pneumonia as their most for- 
midable disease. Where I am located the disease is not looked 
upon with so much apprehension, unless both lungs become in- 
volved, and even then, we find on comparison, that their siniple 
pneumonias where only one lung is involved and with no other 
complication supervening, their fatally is even greater than ours 
in its most formidable type. We can only account for this 
from the fact of their patients broken down condition, or chronic 
malarial poisoned condition—although the malaria’ may not in 
many instances—as is pointed out in their reports to our County 
Medical Society—-have declared itself in the form of paroxysm or 
bilious attacks during the summer. Our usual malarial season 
we reckon from the middle of June until the middle of October, 
and for the past two or three years we have been taught to believe 
that the evidence of that type of disease have become more and 
more less abundant since our epidemic of yellow fever in 1878, 

We have from no well founded or settled theory been inclined 
to believe that the yellow fever used up the pabulum, or in some 
way destroyed the vortnice or cryptogram that constitutes the ac- 
tivity of the malaria. During the months of September, October 
and November, we were visited with a mild form of genuine diph- 
theria in endemic form, as it confined itself within a compass of 
two miles by ten, and comprehended about roo cases with a fatal- 
ity of only six per cent., and in each instance of death the patient 
suffered from a want of timely and efficient treatment. Indeed 
four of the six deaths had no treatment at all. The cases were all 
in the practice of four physicians, and in their reports before the 
County Medical Society, all agreed that the disease was very 
amenable to treatment, and that Tr. of Iron, Quinine and Chlorate 
of Potass. had been quite sufficient to control the disease. 


HANCOCK COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR, J. A. MEAD, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


I have the honor to submit to your Board my report as Health 
Officer of Hancock county, for the year ending September 30, 
1884: 

. With the exception of malarial diseases, October, November and 
December, were healthy and free from contagious diseases. Owing 
to the sudden changes in temperature in January, bronchial dis- 
eases and pneumonia were frequent and very fatal among the col- 
ored population. Two cases of typhoid fever were reported in 
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February—both recovered. Rubeola prevailed during February, 
March and April. The disease was of a mild type, fatal only 
in complicated cases. March 2d, I reported small-pox at Nichol- 
son, a small village on the Northeastern railroad. Vaccine virus 
furnished by your Board and the County Board of Supervisors was 
freely used by the resident physician at Nicholson, also by Dr. 
Brill, the physician in attendance on the case first reported. The 
disease was confluentintype. ‘Total number of cases, eight—one 
white, seven colored. Deaths—one white, five colored. I am 
under special obligations to Drs, Walker and Brill for services ren- 
dered at the time. The disease was brought to the place from 
New Orleans by colored laborers employed on the railroad. In 
May one case of varioloid was reported at Bay St. Louis. The 
case was taken in hand by the local authorities. June, July and 
August were unusually healthy months. One case of small-pox 
near Pearlington, a colored child, who recovered. The usual 
method for the prevention of the spread of the disease was prac- 
ticed with success. 

The reports for September show an increase in malarial and 
diarrhceal diseases. A case of scarlatina was reported at Bay St. 
Louis; the child was removed to New Orleans before I received 
a report of the case. Cholera morbus and light diphtheria also 
included in the reports from Bay St. Louis for September. 

The county jail was visited and found to be in a good sanitary 
condition ; no sicknessamong the prisoners during the year. With 
the exception of small-pox the health of the county will compare 
favorably with the past two years. 


CAUSE OF DEATH AS REPORTED. 


=| QO} 4 

= ; =} 2g 
Cause oF DEATH. a1 S| = 

àl: 

Phthisis.......... naaraan Seer Sate EE haat es I| 1 
Bronchitis eeaeee ee ha E hn Molten seen amon 3| 3 
Senle DED U Ey wove vv ad mnie ek ERACI SANA Rae eae Ij 1} 2 
Cholera Infantum....s..ses. 4 Sassi Go aove sue bakade ataeaon ale i] 1 
Infantile Convulsions. ....... 00... ccc cee eee eens 1| rj 2 
Remittent Fever................ E EE E EA 1] I 
Dropsy Pericardum........ ee ee rer eee ee sre on 1] I 
PHEVIMONI As ceca Ri vig aa aa a a Oke ea bean 21517 
Tabes MESCHIENCA ss cusuew was dabs wa wade aeke dees sj 1| 2 
Variola ataa a aE N a etd: EE S 1] 5| 6 
Disease of Heart (valvular)....... See ee ne eee 1] x 2 
Cancer of Uteris Joes haved een Sa gates oder Ij I 
Pulmonary Abscess........... PEA acs eee ee 1] I 
I 


Gunshot Wound .......ssesserssssessercsssossessan Iesi 
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Gastro Enteritis. .’........ ere yee Gatton D IJ 
Dysentery............ Se ae a i bie ke ewes Ij oj I 
E Aa aT EAT E A E E E E Mee aq aks Ij.. 2 
UnkhOowN esere ee naa a E E iS e... | tee) I 
11/24/35 

Cause and color not reported......... ee eee II 
Total deaths cccsescesesvadcokea ia a aS —|46 

Male children born, white................6- EESE ises 9 
Female children born, white...........-0..c0 cece cece eees 12 
Male children born, colored .................0.. peak ars 2 
Female children born, colored........ N AE teased nace I 
e Potal births: sie asian t che sce Vena ene ve ee PPE 24 
Total white born....,... Lseserseresersessssessioo 2I 

Total colored born..............0.-000- anavan ran 3 


Tbe above only includes cases attended by physicians. 

Have not received any report from midwives, who attend the- 
larger portion of cases, especially among the colored people. ~ 

The County Board of Health ordered quarantine against all 
infected ports, to commence May? 2oth, and after that date all 
vessels desiring to enter the waters of this county were first in- 
spected, and if necessary, detained at the Ship Island Quarantıne 
Station, under charge of R. D. Murry, M. D., the very efficient 
officer of the Marine Hospital Service of the United States, 


HINDS COUNTY. 


BEPORT OF DR, J. H. RHODES, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


It affords me great pleasure to say that during the past year 
our county has been free of all epidemics, and that sickness gen- 
erally has been of a mild form. It is true, at one time there were 
several cases of small pox at Jackson, which, by the way, came 
. under your supervision, but, by isolation and vaccination, the 
disease did not spread. Several cases have also been reported 
in different portions of the county, but, upon visiting and exam- 
ining them, I found them to" be well-marked cases of varicella. 
With the exception of those neighborhoods, there has been but 
little vaccination., Malarial fever has prevailed to a considerable 
extent in different portions of the county also, but of a mild form 
and easy to control. The sanitary condition of the jail in Ray- 
mond is not as good as it should be, but I think the Board: of 
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Supervisors will remedy the evil at their next meeting, OF SOON. 
In conclusion, I think I can truthfully assert that there has 
been less sickness and the mortality less than for many years: 


HOLMES COUNTY. 


BEPORT OF DE. G. O. PHILLIPS, CHIEF HEALTH OFFIOEBR. 


I have the honor to submit the following health report of 
Holmes county for the year ending September 30, 1884. But 
little sickness during the winter and spring months in the hill 
district; rather more pneumonia in the swamp or river region 
than last year. On April ro, I was notified of a case of small- 
pox at Pickens in the person of a white man. T at once wrote 
to Dr. Wright, the family physician, to quarantine the family, 
isolate the patient and to vaccinate all persons requiring it. The 

case proved to be varioloid, and no one else contracted the dis- 
ease. 

On April 11, I was informed of a peculiar eruptive disease 1 in 
a family of negroes near Franklin, which Dr. Boulware, the 
attending physician, pronounced chicken- -pox. I immediately 
wrote to Dr. B. that if he had any doubts as to the nature of the 
disease to call in other physicians and decide upon it. He called 
in Dr. B. Sheppard, who pronounced it undoubtedly small-pox, 
and so informed me. I requested Dr. Boulware to quarantine 
the place, to stop all other practice and take charge of the sick. 

n the 16th, learning that Dr. B. was unwell and that negroes 
continued to visit the place, also that many persons doubted the 
presence of small-pox, I- visited the family and made a personal 
inspection of all the cases, also traced its origin. The family 
consisted of man, wife and sixteen children. One of the latter 
had been sent to New Orleans some six weeks previous for surgi- 
cal treatment; was treated by Dr. Godfrey in the Marine Hospi- 
tal; was quite ill down there, and his father went down and 
brought him home. The day of his arrival home he broke out 
with rash, which several days after’ became pustular, and soon 
after the old man was attacked with fever, followed by a rash 
which became pustular. A letter from Dr. Godfrey stated that 
small-pox was in the wards of the Hospital while the boy was 
there, but as he had vaccinated him successfully he did not think 
that he would contract it. The disease had been in the family 
three weeks and was now present in all of its forms—varioloid, 
discrete and confluent. I had already notified the Secretary of 
the State Board of Health of the presence of small-pox, request- 
ing that virus be sent me for a er vaccination. On the 15th, 
he sent me fifty points, which I distributed to the physicians of 
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that neighborhood, with the request that they vaccinate every one, 
especially the negroes—so many of the latter having visited the 
family, I expected a general outbreak—but few of these points 
proved viable. Ialso employed guards and placed them around 
the Smith place, with instructions to stop all outside intercourse. 

On the 23d, received one hundred (100) points from State 
Board of Health, which I distributed to physicians at ‘Pickens, 
Goodman, Durant and Franklin, and ten to Dr. B. F, Kittrell, at 
Black Hawk. 

April 24, another case was reported at Gibson’s, half a mile 
from the Smith place. I had her removed to the Smith place. 

On the 26th, another case on the Ewing place, four miles from 
the Smith place ; eight in the family; had them all removed to 
the Smith place. 

As the removal of these families had to be attended to and the 
disease continued to develop in different localities, requiring some 
one constantly to look: after it, I requested the State Board to 
send or appoint an inspector to ‘take charge of the infected dis- 
trict. As the Board did not think it necessary, I induced the 
Board of Supervisors to employ Dr. I. W. Wright to perform that 
duty. Upon my request, Judge Campbell postponed court, I 
fearing the danger of disseminating small-pox over the county. 

May 1, a case of small-pox developed in a negro girl, one of a 
family of eight, at Gage’s Springs, seven miles from the Smith 
place. I had this family quarantined, as they were too far to 
move to the Smi h place, which I had taken possession of asa 
hospital. Dr, Boulware, however, treated them, visiting them 
every other day, 


The families on Gibson’ s, Ewing’s and at Gage’s Springs all 
contracted the disease from visiting the Smith place before it was . 
quarantined. Every member of each family was vaccinated by. 
Dr. Wright, every four days, until it was successful, excepting 
those first attacked. 

There were thirty-one (31) cases in all—nine (9) confluent, 
the rest varioloid and simple discrete small pox. Only one (1) 
death. JI-attribute this remarkably favorable result to the fact 
that the sick were in well-ventilated houses. The weather was 
dry and pleasant, That Dr. Boulware kept sulphur burning i in an 
iron vessel set on the hearth in the rooms nearly all the time, and 
that he attended them as closely as one generally does a case of 
pneumonia. The last case was dismissed, and the persons, their 
effects and the houses thoroughly disinfected, on July 16. 

-The summer just passed, excepting the outbreak of small-pox, 
has been the most healthy that we have had for many years. We 
had a mild type of measles for the last two months, not often 
requiring treatment; also some dysentery during September. 
The county jail is in ’ good condition, no sickness among its in- 
mates, 


The Board of Supervisors have purchased a new site for a poor- 
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house, so that next year the indigent, both white and black, can 
be comfortably cared for in separate buildings. 


+ 


' JEFFERSON COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. N. L. GUICE, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


I beg leave to submit the following report of matters relating 
to the public health of this county : 

October 28th, 1883, I visited small-pox infected house, pre- 
viously reported, burned infected bedding, etc., and fumigated 
the house. 

Nov. 30. Published address to the people against the popular 
use of mercurials as domestic remedies.. 

Dec. 20. Visited a family in a country district reported to me 
as having small-pox. Found no small-pox. 

November. Procured indictment of two pretendeis for prac- 
ticing medicine without license. 

June 8, 1884. Upon information received, visited McNair 
station on.the L., N. O. & T. Railroad, where I found two cases 
of confluent small-pox in a box-car, both having been sent from 
a railroad construction camp at Hamburg, Franklin county, 
where, upon subsequent investigation, they were found to have 
originated. These cases were then attended by two competent 
(protected) nurses who had been detailed from the said camp. 
On the same day of the visitI reported this outbreak of small- 
pox to your office, and called for roo points of bovine virus, 
which was promptly forwarded and received. 

Upon the discovery of these cases of small-pox, I immediately 
forwarded a letter of.warning to the proprietors of the camp at 
Hamburg, urging the great danger to the camp, and to the sur- 
rounding country, and ‘insisting that the entire force should be 
vaccinated with the least possible delay. Receiving a favorable 
response from these proprietors (this camp was not in my county) 
I accordingly, on June 11th, visited this camp of about 130 men 
and vaccinated the entire force, with the exception of a few, who 
for various reasons, dodged the operation. Full; precautionary 
instructions were given the proprietors of the camp, and a lot of 
clothing and bedding which had been taken from an infected car 
burned under my supervision. No other case of small-pox 
occurred in this camp. 

The people inhabiting the populous ( negro) district surrounding 
McNair station were immediately notified of the presence of the 
two cases of small-pox at that station. 

On June 15th, I met by appointment, 83 negroes living in the 
immediate vicinity of this station, and vaccinated them. Eighty- 
five per cent. pf these were primary vaccinations. 
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The two cases of small-pox reported at this station died, and 
were buried by the nurses. There was no spread of the disease 
from this focus of infection. 

I did not in this instance employ a guard or guards, and in fact 
have not employed them in any outbreak of small-pox in this 
county, thus saving a considerable outlay of money.. I have 
found that the negro will not, more than others, epose ‘himself 
to the contagion or infection of communicable diseases, ‘when 
warned of the probable danger resulting therefrom. Should my 
experience in this important matter correspond with that of other 
Health Officers of the State a great saving would thereby accrue 

to the commonwealth. > 

During the month of June dysentery (sporadic) prevailed to 
an uncommon extent in this county. Many fatal cases were 
reported. Measles (average type) prevailed in this month and © 
the month of May. 5 

Notwithstanding the unusual fall of rain in the spring months, 
followed by protracted drought, the late summer and fall months 
showed-remarkable exemption from malarial diseases. In truth, 
the sickness of the past year has been fully one-third less, all 
causes considered, than the record of the year preceding. 

Inspections made of public buildings of this county has discov- 
ered for them a fair average sanitary condition. p 


) 


LAFAYETTE COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DE. J. T. CHANDLER, CHIEF HEALTH OFFIOER. 


In making this, my annual report, as Chief Health Officer, 1 
am able to say that this has been a very healthy year for our town 
and county. We-have had no contagious diseases in the county 
during the last twelve months, nor have we had much sickness of 
any kind. 


LEAKE COUNTY. 


BEPORT OF DR. Be N. WARD, CHIEF HEALTH OFFIOERB. 


The health of Leake county has been excellent during the 
year. 

There have been no epidemics or endemics. 

The sanitary condition of the county is good. - 


`% 
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LEE COUNTY. 


BEPORT OF DR. R. ©. CUNNINGHAM, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


Ihave the honor of submitting my annual report as Health 
Officer of Lee county: 

Our people have enjoyed remarkably good health throughout 
the county the past year. 

Just at this time there is considerable sickness in various por- 
tions of the county, chiefly of intermittent, remittent and con- 
tinued fevers, all of a mildtype, such as we usually have in the 
late summer and early autumn. We have had no epidemic of 
any extent or severity; in the spring. we had one of a mild type 
of measles. There are at this time séveral cases of diphthéria 
near Tupelo, but I have heard of but one death from it as yet. 
I believe it is not regarded as an epidemic by the physicians in 
the neighborhood where these cases occurred. In the early sum- 
mer there was considerable excitement created by rumors of 
small-pox in various points in the county, but a strict investiga- 
tion proved all such reports to be false, as no case or suspicion of 
a case of small-pox could be found in the county. The jail and 
poor-house of the county have received my attention and exami- 
nation, I find both well kept and in a good sanitary condition. 
The various schools and institutions of learning have also been 
examined with reference to locai causes of disease, and found to 
be in conformity to the regulations of the State Board of Health. 
Through the liberality of our Board of Supervisors and the 
enterprise of our citizens, several very fine levees have been 
built across thé creek bottoms in different portions of the county, 
thus draining the swamps and removing a fruitful source of 
disease, as well as furnishing fine roads across these low lands. 
Complaint was made to me of cruelty and brutality in the treat- 
ment of convict laborers, but having no jurisdiction in this 
matter I respectfully referred them to the proper authorities. 

The above items comprehend the principal information I am 
able to give of the health and sanitary condition of my county, 
all which is respectfully submitted. 


re 


LINCOLN COUNTY. 


BREBRORT OF DE. E. J. BOWEN, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


There has been no epidemic in Lincoln county during the year 
except the prevalence of measles which has existed in portions of 
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the county up to the present writing. It has been more extensive 
than any year that I now remember ; and a larger proportion of 
adults than usual were attacked and followed by dysentery, some 
few cases resulting in death. Whooping cough has prevailed to a 
great extent during the ay. part of summer and spring with 
some fatality. 

I have, during the months di July and August, ‘seen several 
cases of typhoid ‘fever, but it has prevailed to a limited extent 
and confined to a few families with, no deaths. Malarial fever 
has prevailed to a considerable extent with some fatality. 

There has occurred during the year three cases of small-pox 
which were promptly isolated and no further spread of the disease, 
vaccination was generally recommended and practiced. The 
virus you sent me gave general satisfaction ; it was distributed to 
physicians throughout the county for use. 


~ erties 


LOWNDES COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. B., A. VAUGHAN, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


Since my last annual report, the county of Lowndes has been 
healthful until the past twenty days. During that time, and now, 
malarial diseases of a mild type have been more prevalent than 
they have been since I have been Health Officer. A general 
drought has prevailed over the county forthe past seven weeks, 
broken only by a slight shower a few days since. 

My official acts for the current year have been few. In the 
early summer, I issued circular information as to management 
and prevention of swine plague, or hog cholera. 

The death-rate for Lowndes county for the current year has 
been less than 11 per 1,000, the most favorable: report as to these 
statistics I have been able to make since I have had official rela- 
tions to the county. 


MARSHALL COUNTY. 


BEPOBT OF DR. OHESLEY DANIEL, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


‘S 


Soon after coming into office, i in May last, I wrote’ to the mayor 
of each incorporated town in the county and urged on each the 
importance of having a board of health organized in his town. 
No replies were received. Thete i is, therefore, within my knowl- 


a 


72 BSS EES STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


edge, but one dpa boardin the county, that of Holly Springs, 
Dr. F. W. Dancy, President. 

Wherever I discovered sanitary measures necessary, I have 
endeavored to have them carried out. The diseases that’ have 
prevailed during the year, with one exception, have been those of 
ordinary type, such as pneumonia, measles, diarrhoea, dysentery, 
intermittent, remittent, and some typhoid fever, nothing like an 
epidemic of either having prevailed. The exception alluded to 
above was small-pox, there having been six cases of this disease 
and three deaths from it. By using the precautions suggested by 
the State Board of Health, the disease was soon stamped out, it 
having continued only about six weeks. The number vaccinated 
of those who had been, or were liable to be exposed, was about. 
two hundred. The vaccinations took in a majority of instances. 

There are no data or statistics by. which to determine the 
amount of sickness as compared with that of former years, though, 
from what i can gather, it has been as small as, if not less than, 
during any previous year. 

I would pronounce the sanitary condition of our county jail 
first-class, It was built about two years ago, and the internal 
construction is a patent by Paul Bros., I believe, of St. Louis, 
Mo. ‘The ventilation is all that could be desired, the atmosphere 
being free from the disagreeable smell so common to such places. 
The provision for the disposal of wastes isexcellent. Large stone 
pipes convey them to a safe distance from the building, there 
being facilities for flushing from a tank at the top. There has 
not been a death and no sickness of account in the jal during 
the year. 


NEWTON COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. O. P. PARTIN, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


The time has rojled around for me again to make my annual report 
to your Board. We have had our usual round with measles, 
mumps and whooping-cough in the northwestern part of our 
county. They had flux that followed measles, which was very 
fatal—but few cases that recovered. I did not see any of them, 
and if there was anything peculiar about them I could not find it 
out from the physicians who attended it, only they died in the 
northern part of our county, amongst the reed-brakes and mills. 
Congestion has been more fatal this year than common, and now 
we have diphtheria prevailing as anepidemic, I have been hear- 
ing for several days that it was in the western part of the co nty, 
but we always are hearing of such things and I did not believe it; 
but one case died a few days si since and another, I think, will die 
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tonight. There are no more children at:that place ‘and am al- 
lowing no other children to go there, but the disease is in another 
family which I have notseen, I cannot say, but think. the people 
will keep their children away from it as much as possible. If you 
have any other instructions id give, send at once: This is the 
second epidemic of diphtheria I have seen. The other was very 
fatal among children. I cannot say, as this has just commenced. 
Let me hear from you at once, The other matters for me to. re- 
port you, such „as our jail, etc., same aS former report. Please 
excuse this meager report, as I have been up three nights with 
the sick. If there is anything that wasn’t explained in my report, 
please inform me, and when I am not so pressed for time I will 
give ‘same. . 


OKTIBBEHA COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. W, N. AMES, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


The following annual report is respectfully submitted in an 
irregular form: ` , e 
- Oktibbeha county has enjoyed remarkable health during the 
last year, as compared with the last few years. ‘There have been 
no serious epidemics, save a slight epidemic of -dysentery during 
the summer months, and the general type of diseases has not been 
marked with any special features of malignancy. Malarial fevers 
began during the month of July, of a mild type and amenable to 
treatment. As the fall months approached, fevers assumed ty- 
phoid symptoms, and the cases were of an adynamic type. 

Upon enquiry, I failed to find where there was a single case of 
malarial hematuria in the county during the past season. Iam, 
however, familiar with the history of several cases of hemorrhage 
of the bowels that occurred in my own practice. The cases in 
which this hemorrhage occurred presented very marked symp- 
toms of typhoid fever, and the disease is recognized here ‘as the 
so-called typho-malarial fever. This form of fever was pretty 
general throughout the extent of this county, and I Know of but 
few fatal cases. 

Dysentery.—This is the only disease that has assumed an epi- 
demic character. There were but few fatal cases, notwithstand- 
ing there were so many cases distributed over the county. 


NOXUBEE COUNTY... 


REPORT OF DE, H, A. MINOR, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


I herewith submit my annual report as Health Officer of this, 
Noxubee, county. Se, 
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Typhoid fever has prevailed in several localities in this county | 
this year. Has usually been clearly and directly traceable to 
neglect and consequent impurity of the water supply. The most 
common as well as the most apparent cause has been sipage from” 
horse and cow lots. 

Rubeola has prevailed this year to a considerable extent, but 
has been of mild form. Diphtheria has never, if my memory 
serves me correctly, displayed its contagious qualities here since 
I have lived and practiced here, which has been for the past 
twenty-five years. It has been unusually mild and manageable 
this year. Malarial diseases have been unusually prevalent and 
severe and have prevailed in localities that have not usually been 
affected therewith. 

I have béen exerting myself to bring my people up to an edu- 
cational stand-point that will enable them to understand and appre- 
ciate the plainer and more important rules of health, but. these 
ideas involve new lines of thought, and our people are inapt to 
adopt new lines of thought or action. I occasionally publish an 
article on hygiene or an “admonition to officers to do their duty, 
but the laity ignore the one and the officers pay small heed to the 
other. Even many physicians are habitually negligent of the 
plain rules that ought to guide them. 

I will continue to exert myself in this line of duty, will give 
them ‘‘line upon line, precept upon precept.” As yet my labors 
have been mainly “as bread cast upon the waters.” I hope that it 
will return to me some day. My greatest hindrance is that the 
officials ignore me as an authority. They treat me civilly, listen 
to me politely, and then do nothing. 


SCOTT COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. J. L. MURRELL, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


The undersigned Chief Health Officer of Scott county begs to 
report: 

There has been no contagious or infectious disease in my county 
since my induction into office. 

There has been no prevailing disease. Had some pneumonia, 
typhoid fever, about such character as we usually have in this 
part of the State, The health of the county will compare favor- 
ably with past years for the past twelve months. 

We have no Municipal Health Boards in our county, and the | 
people feel that there is no cause for any. You will see from the 
appended publication made in our county paper, that in July last 
when there was danger of the spread of small-pex, I was on the 
lookout and called the attention of the people and municipal 
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authorities to a discharge of every duty to prevent an introduction 
and spread of the malady. : an 
E Forest, Miss., July 24, 1884. 
Epiror Recister: I desire through your valuable paper to 
call attention of the people of Gur county—and especially the 
municipal authorities of the towns within our borders—to the 
necessity of preserving the health of our citizens. At this time, 
when we are threatened wtth cholera, small-pox, measles, diph- 
theria, scarlet fever and yellow fever, we should. as individuals, 
look to the sanitary condition of every part of our premises, and 
authorities should enforce such rules and regulations as will ensure 
a healthy condition, and render the atmosphere healthful and 
bracing. Steps should be taken to prevent the introduction of 
small-pox and its spread in case the same should find its way to 
our midst. We may guard against the introduction by a careful 
watch over the going out and coming in of those among us who 
are thoughtless of their own safety, and careless of the safety of. 
their fellows, and an early investigation of whatever may bear sus- . 
picion of this disease. We may guard against the spread of this 
malady by vaccination, which is regarded as an absolute preven- 
tive when properly done. Were it required by Ordinance, and 
public vaccinators make house-to-house visitations and vaccinate 
all unprotected persons, and where no child could attend the pub- 
lic schools without a certificate that vaccination had, been success- 
fully and properly performed the total eradication of small-pox 
would soon be a history of the past; but such cannot be unless 
our Legislature enact such laws as will make vaccination compul- 
sory. It should be the duty of the State Board of Health to urge 
upon the Legislature to enact such laws that will protect the peo- 
ple trom the most loathsome and horrible of diseases. By care- 
ful sanitary measures we may greatly retard the propagation of 
whatever malady which may befall us. While we cherish with so 
much zest that ‘‘eternal vigilance is the price of liberty,” we 
should be mindful that eternal care is the price of health. 
I invite the co operation of all in an earnest effort to preserve 
the health of our country. 
Respectfully, 
‘Jas. L. Murrett, M. D, 
Chief Health Officer of Scott County. 
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TISHOMINGO COUNTY. 


BEPORT OF DR. W. A. HODGES, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


I have the honor to submit the following report: 
Since my appointment in, June last, as Chief Health Officer of 
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this county (Tishomingo), but little has occurred that I deem of 
sufficient interest to embody in this report., We have had no 
epidemics of contagious or infectious diseases, and only a few 
cases of a contagious character, which I, with the attending phy- 
sicians, regarded as sporadic cases of scarlatina. We have had 
an unusually dry summer; not having had a rain in this vicinity 
of any consequence since the last of July—and what is more re- 
‘markable, taking into consideration this fact, and the continued 
elevated temperature, we have had comparatively but little sick- 
ness of a serious nature. Other portions of the county, as far as 
heard from, have not had such immunity. 

There has been a considerable amount of disease of a malarial 
type on what is known as Yellow Creek—and the people living 
on other creeks, and near swamps, have not been exempt from 
intermittent and remittent fevers. In this immediate vicinity our 
people have suffered a good deal with serous diarrhoea: in several 
instances approaching the type known as diarrhcea alba. Cholera 
infantum has prevailed to a considerable extent, but has by no 
means been as severe as in former years. The sanitary condition 
of the county is good, with a few exceptions. : Iuka is by no means 
in as good sanitary condition as I would like. It seems hard to 
convince some of the great importance of good hygienic surround- 
ings. 

I intend to press this matter until our municipal authorities shall 
see the necessity of this, and shall make greater efforts to enforce 
sanitary measures, 

Iam certain, that when our town officials and the people are 
waked up to the necessity of sanitary reform, that it will be an 
easy matter to induce them to act. The jail, I am pleased to re- 
port. is in as good sanitary condition as could be expected —con- 
sidering the fact that the building is small and poorly constructed, 
as regards ventilation. There has not been a case of serious sick- 
ness there since my appointment. I find it impossible to make a 


mortuary report, not having any statistics athand. But I am of 


the opinion that the mortality has been considerably less than 
during the previous year. I shall endeavor to better post myself 
on this matter in the future. 


A 
2 


TUNICA COUNTY. "i 


4 


REPORT OF DB. M. J. ALEXANDER, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


Complying with my duty as Chief Health Officer of Tunica 
county, I submit to you my regular annual report for considera- 
tion : 

There has been no marked difference in the amount of sick- 
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ness this year as compared with the last; the mortality “however 
was by far greater in the last twelve months than it has been in 
any one of the threé preceding years. ` 

In July, August and September, generally considered the three 
sickliest months of the year, the people of my county, with few 
exceptions, suffered very little, above slight intermittents and 
other malarial troubles, as a rule, of little consequence. The two 
months following however, were the most disastrous of the year. 
Not only was disease more frequent but it was also characterized 
by its severity and fatality. 

As previously reported in a special communication to the Sec- 
retary of the State Board of Health, I was informed ’in the’ early 
part of the year, about April, of an endemic of meningitis 
amongst the colored people of two joining plantations, proving 
fatal in almost every instance, most especially in children, I 
investigated the maiter in person, in one instance making a post- 
mortem examination and visiting patients affected with the dis- 
ease. They all seemed cerebro-spinal meningitis. This, during 
the high-water, when exposure to wet and cold was a daily occur- 
ence. Strictly speaking, epidemic diseases. were unknown to 
occur for many years, including this. -The latter part of Febru- 
ary and October gave us a few sporadic cases of measles. 

Dysentery has not been so frequent as in previous years, a few 
cases tending to chronicity and ending fatally. 

Mumps, tonsilitis and suppurative sore throat in few instances 
were noticed in August and early partof September ; in only one 
case of serious character. The diseases which have proved 
mostly fatal and exhibited an alarming frequency, especially in 
the last two months, are the remittent and hemorrhagic malarial 
fevers. These diseases were found this year to be extremely 
‘stubborn and prone to relapse. Over half of these cases proved 
fatal, notwithstanding the best of treatment. 

The public houses, viz: court-house and jail and school 
houses, are in good sanitary condition. Prisoners, convicted on 
misdemeanor charges are turned over to contractors, and from 
this fact only a few occupy the jail, and these enjoyed compara- 
tive good health, save slight chills and fever. 

The water supply of this county, although not so wretched as 
in the past year, is still very inferior ; a greater /portion of our 
people using water from stagnant lakes and muddy bayous, and 
this fact has been the cause of most of the alimentary troubles 
noticed during the hot season. And just here I will say, that it 
is the imperative duty of every Health Officer to do all in his 
power to correct the impurities of so important an article, for 
sustenance, as drinking water. I have advised the boiling of 

water of doubtful purity to be used after cooling. This advice 
however was little respected . during warm months except by, 
patients under physicians’ care. 


The levees being rebuilt and other important improvements in 
progress, there i is no doubt of an active immigration from North- - 


we 
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ern States, which will tend to benefit in a sanitary measure as 
well as in other respects. 

My record only shows five vaccinations, three of which were 
successful, It is folly to advocate vaccination at a time when that 
dreaded enemy, small-pox, has his forces withdrawn from our 
immediate country. I would therefore suggest again, that some 
order be passed compelling vaccination in all public schools, say 
at least biennially, viz: of those children who have not been 
successfully vaccinated. A trial would neither be expensive nor 
without benefit, but I am compelled to believe that in time it 
would be looked upon as a necessity, more especially since it is 
claimed by some writers that vaccination is to some extent a safe- 
guard against other diseases. 

The Board of Aldermen of Austin, the only incorporated 
town in the county, did not deem it necessary to appoint a new 
SEN of Health since the panita condition of our town was 
goo 

In carrying out my duties, I met with no opposition, all parties 
when called upon to remove nuisances, complying with my 
request. Carcasses were, whenever admissable, cremated or 
buried at a great distance from dwelling houses. 


WASHINGTON COUNTY. ; 


REPORT OF DE. 8. B. DUNN, CHIEF HEALTH OFFIOER, 


Concordant with the rules and regulations of your Board, I 
have the honor to transmit the following report for the year end- 
ing October 1, 1884: 

My county (Washington) has been visited from time to time 
with small-pox, measles, mumps, whooping cough, and last spring 
in the county site (Greenville) with an epidemic visitation of sore 
throat, some five or six cases of which terminated in true 
diphtheria. I found it impossible to locate the cause unless it was 
due to the water supply, which is furnished by cisterns, and as 
they are underground and with a few exceptions leaking, and 
whereas we have no sewerage, I think it not unlikely that the 
disease was either caused by unwholesome gases or impure 
drinking water. I advised the citizens to disinter their cisterns 
and substitute vaults for their privies. | 

The general health of the county has been unusually good. 
The weather has been unusually dry since the 6th day of June. 

We still have lunatics in our jail. The State prisoners on farms 
in my county have been, asa rule, well cared for, and no mate- 
rial sickness amongst them only on one plantation, on which they 
came in contact with small-pox. 
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- A full report of which will be made-in my final report of that 
disease in this county.. In view ‘of which report I hope your 
Honorable Body will receive this apparently. abbreviated’ report, 
with charitable consideration. l 


” 
sm 


YALOBUSHA COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. H. A, GANT, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


In January, February and March of this year, pneumonia was 
the prevailing disease. This was expected, as the winter had been 
as severe as any winter in the recollection of the oldest inhabitant, 
The disease was mild in type and generally yielded promptly 
to proper treatment. April, May and June were exceptionally 
healthy months. In July, August and September we had about 
the usual amount of sickness, principally bilious fevers and dys- 
entery of mild type. In October, November and December 
there were a great many cases of typhoid fever, which was often 
complicated with malaria and was unusually fatal. Many of the 
severe and fatal cases had hemorrhage of the bowels. This fever 
occurred in the country as well as in town, was not confined to 
any particular locality and could not be traced to any special 
cause. During these months there occurred several cases of ma- 
larial hematuria and quite an epidemic of jaundice. Some of 
the cases of jaundice had also hematuria, but very few proved 
fatal. Many of the cases of uncomplicated jaundice were not 
confined to bed. 

There were very few cases of any contagious disease in the 
county during the year. Inthe latter part of March, a negro 
brakeman was found in Water Valley broken out with small-pox. 
At the suggestion of the Health Officer, and with the co-opera- 
tion of the city and railroad authorities, he and a woman with 
whom he had been staying were promptly sent in a box-car three 
miles out of town and completely isolated and guarded until he 
died. ‘The woman was vaccinated before going out and had vari- 
oloid, but although she escaped her guard and came back to town 
before entirely well, she was again isolated and no other cases 
occurred. ‘The house in which they were sick in town was thor- 
oughly disinfected and all the bedding and clothing burned. We 
thus congratulate ourselves upon our escape from an outbreak of 
the disease, at an expense of not more than one hundred and fifty 
dollars. This case was reported to the State Board of Health, 
and from its Secretary we received vaccine virus and had many 
of our citizens vaccinated. At the same time the Illinois Central 
Railroad ordered its surgeon here to vaccinate all its employees, 
so that our community was not altogether unprepared for an out- 
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burst of the disease which we so fortunately escaped. Several 
cases of scarlet fever were reported in the southern portion of 
the county by Drs. Mell Smith and Rowland during the summer. 
but the disease did not assume alarming proportions. 

The sanitary condition of Water Valley and of the county has 
been generally good. In the early part of the summer the Health 
Officer issued his usual circular, notifying all citizens of the neces- 
- sity of cledning up and disinfecting their premises. This was 
enforced by the City Marshal, by order of the Board of Mayor 
and Aldermen. About this time many minor nuisances “were 
abated anda very large and unhealthy looking lagoon in the 
northern part of town which had given rise to much uneasiness 
was thoroughly drained. The jail has been visited and is kept 
in as good condition as possible. In April a large number—150 
or 200—of mules and horses in the western portion of the county 
were killed by buffalo gnats, and fearing that the decomposition 
of so many carcasses would cause sickness, your Health Officer 
issued a notice, urging each citizen who had lost stock to have 
the remains burned or deeply buried. He also urged the Board 
of Supervisors to take prompt steps towards that end, which re- 
sulted in an order from said Board, instructing each citizen to give 
prompt attention to the matter. W hether the order was regarded 
I am unable to say, but no sickness could be traced directly to 
that cause. Altogether, I think our county has been as healthy 
as other portions of the State, the sickness we have had being 
due to general causes, notably, the unusually long continued 
drought of the summer months. 


YAZOO COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DE. W. B. THOMASON, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


Since my annual report of last October, I find no matter of 
material importance to communicate in regard to sanitary reform 
or improvement. 

I have the pleasure to submit through you to the State Board of 
Health the healthiest summer we have had for several years, though 
the winter and early spring was not so Lealthy - With the excep- 
tion of a few cases of scarlet fever, which occurred in Yazoo City 
during the fall and winter months, we have had a complete im- 
munity from all contagious or infectious disease. 

There were 15 or 20 cases of scarlet fever in Yazoo City during 
a period of eight months, all except one of a mild type—only one 
death, and it was interred immediately and privately. Two of the 
cases had nephritis with dropsy following; one case of otorrhoea 
as a sequel and one complicated with pneumonia. 
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During the winter and spring months ‘bronchitis and pneumonia 
prevailed in and around Yazoo City; and, as usual, was most 
prevalent as well as fatal in those classes who were ill-prepared 
to withstand the vicissitudes of winter. 

Later in the spring and summer months bowel derangeafents 
were met with. Dysentery prevailed in some localities, but not 
so bad as last year, and very obstinate to treatment, only a few 
deaths. Alsothe usual summer fevers, intermittent, remittent 
and bilious. i 

We are now having to contend with the slow or asthenic form 
of fever, which always occurs here in the fall, hence called the 
slow or fall fever, and it is usually attended with an unusual 
degree of prostration and debility. 

We have had several cases of malarial hæmaturia of late, 
which yielded very readily to treatment; all recovered. 

About the first of April last, I published an address in the 
county papers to the public and to the authorities of all the incor- 
porated towns in the county, advising them to appoint Boards of 
Health, also asked the co-operation of the citizens and physicians 
in all matters relating to the sanitary interest of the county ; also 
requested the Board of Supervisors to see that the county poor- 
house was put in a better sanitary condition. 

The county jail and premises are in a good sanitary condition 
and well kept; very little sickness during the past twelve months. 

es public schools and all other public buildings are in good 
order. 

Being threatened with small-pox on the western border of our 
county, coming from Sharkey county, we thought proper to 
establish a quarantine, which we did on the 26th of July, and just 
raised it to-day, September 29, 

Great many vaccinations performed in the county with very 
poor success. ‘ 
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STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


MINUTES. 


Jackson, Miss., April 13, 188s. 


The State Board of Health met this day, the President, Dr. 
‘Kittrell, in the chair. 

There were present: Drs. Rice, Hyer, Sale, Bennett, Taylor, 
Toombs, Blanks, Dancy, Kells and Johnston. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and approved. 

On motion of Dr. Hyer, Mr. Stewart, Secretary of the Jack- 
son County Board of Health, was invited to make a statement of 
the wants of that Board for quarantine purposes during the com- 
ing season. 

Mr. Stewart asked that a steam tug be purchased for the use of 
that Board, and stated that $1,000.00 would be needed to assist 
them in conducting their quarantine during the coming season. 

On motion of Dr, Hyer, the Board decided to not purchase 
the steam tug, but decided to allow them $1,000,00 to assist in 
conducting their quarantine. 

The Board proceeded to the nomination of Chief Health Offi- 
cers of Counties, in which vacancies exist, and the following 
nominations were made: 


DeSoto.......... Dre T, Jonesi csan Hernando. 
Jasper....... oe.. Dr. B. F. Travis............. Heidelberg. 
Jones......... wow Dy W. M. Peacock 6 .6sc50% 00s Ellisville. 
PUM Ses eins Dr. J. H. Rhodes......... Kai Learned. 
Tunica xo eae hey Dr. M. J. Alexander.... ........ Austin. 
Washington ...... Dr. J. S. Walker... 6.02 «0 Greenville. 


On motion of Dr. Hyer, the exemption heretofore granted 
Choctaw county from a Health ‘Officer was revoked, and Dr. J. 
D. Weeks was nominated for Chief Health Officer of ‘that county. 

The Secretary requested that a committee be appointed to ex- 
amine his books and vouchers, and the following committee was 
appointed by the President for the purpose: Drs. Sale and Ben- 
nett. . 

The Secretary presented the appeal of Dr, J. C. French, of 
Adams county, from the decision of the Board of Censors of the 
Sixth District, in refusing to endorse his application for license 
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‘ Favorable,” but who had, after examining him, endorsed it 


** Unfavorable.” 

His application and the record of his examination were pre- 
sented to the Board, and the action of the Board of Censors was 
sustained. 

The Secretary presented the appeal of Dr. John Bommer, of 
Washington county, from the decision of the Board of Censors of 
the Sixth District, in refusing to endorse his application ‘‘ Favor- 
able,” but who had, after examining him, endorsed it ‘‘Unfavor- 
able.” 

His application and the record of his examination were sub- 
mitted to the Board, and the action of the Board of Censors was 
sustained. 

The committee appointed to examine the books and vouchers 
of the Secretary reported as follows: 


Hon. B. F. Kittrell, M. D., Prest Miss. State Board of Health : 


DEAR SIR: We, your Commities appointed to examine the 
accounts of the Secretary of the State Board of Health, have the 
honor to report that we have made a critical examination and 
have found the same to be correct. 

J. W. BENNETT, 
E. P. Sate, M. D., 


Committee. 
APRIL 13, 1885. 


Dr. C. A. Rice, recently appointed Superintendent of the 
East Mississippi Insane Asylum, tendered his resignation as a 
member of this Board, to the Governor, through the Board. 

Dr. B. F. Kittrell was unanimously re-elected President of the 
Board. 

The following Executive Committee was elected for the ensu- 
ing year: Drs. Kells, Blanks and Johnston. Dr. Johnston was 
designated as Chairman.” 

The following bills of members were allowed: ‘J. M. Taylor, 
$32.00; J. W. Bennett, $17.30; B. F. Kittrell, $25.50; E. P. 
Sale, $32.80; F. W. Dancy, $23.30; R. S. Toombs, $29.80; W. 
F. Hyer, $31. 80; C. A. Rice, $24.10; Robert Kells, $3. 00; J. 
H. Blanks, $28. 00. 

On motion, the Board adjourned. 


Jackson, Miss., November 11, 1885. 


The State Board of Health met this day, the President, Dr. 
Kittrell, in the chair. 

Present: Drs. Phares, Kells, Moore, Blanks, Edwards, Ben- 
nett and Johnston. 

The reports of the Executive Committee for 1884 and 1885 
were submitted and adopted. 
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Upon request of the Secretary, a committee was appointed to 
examine his books and vouchers. 

The President appointed the following committee for the pur- 
pose: Drs. Blanks and Edwards. 

The following Committee on Legislation was appointed: “Drs. 
Blanks, Taylor, Johnston, Phares, Kells and Edwards. 

On motion, the President, Dr. Kittrell, was added to the Com- 
mittee. 

The committee appointed to examine the Secretary’s books and 
vouchers reported as follows, which was adopted : 


Hon. B. F. Kittrell, M. D., Presd’t Miss. State Board of Health: 


Dear Sir: Your Committee, to whom was referred for exam- 
ination the accounts of the.Secretary of the Mississippi State 
Board of Health, have the honor to report that they have exam- 
ined the same and find them correct. 

. J. H.: BLANES, 
R. T. EDWARDS, 
. Committee. 
"NOVEMBER 11, 1885. 


On motion of Dr. Blanks, the Committee on Legislation was 
instructed to request the Legislature to enact a law providing a 
fixed salary for Chief Health Officers of Counties. 

On motion of Dr. Blanks, the Committee on Legislation was 
also instructed to request the Legislature to enact a law to secure 
the more speedy abatement of nuisances throughout the State, 
without interfering with the existing law. 

On motion, the bill of Michael Hart, for $48.00, for storage on 
quarantine property, was allowed. 

The following bills of members were allowed: J. P. Moore, 
$16.90; J. H. Blanks, $13.00; Rob’t Kélls, $3.00; B. F. Kit- 
trell, $25. 30; R. T, Edwards, $17. 70; J.° W. Bennett, $12.305 

D. L. Phares, $19.50. 


‘On motion, the Board adjourned. 
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REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


FOR THE YEAR 1885. 


To the Mississippi State Board of Health: 7 
The following report of this Committee, for the year 1885, 1s 
respectfully submitted: 


On February 7, we received a telegram from Dr. T. Jones, 
Chief Health Officer of DeSoto county, reporting a case of small- 
pox in his county. He also reported that the necessary steps had 
been taken to prevent the spread of the disease. 

Under date of June 6, Dr. Jones reported another case of 
small-pox and twelve or fifteen cases of scarlet fever in his county, 
and that he had isolated and quarantined the small-pox patient. 
Instructions as to the restriction and prevention of scarlet fever 
were sent Dr. Jones. The patient with small-pox evaded the 
quarantine and made his escape into Memphis, Tenn., whence 
he came. There was no'spread of the disease. 

Under date of April 10, Dr. A. T, Semmes, Chief Health 
Officer of Madison county, reported a case of small-pox in his 
county, and that he had the patient isolated. No spread of the 
disease was reported to us. 

On June 10, we received a telegram from Dr. Joseph Holt, 
President of the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana, that 
a case ‘‘suspicious of yellow fever” had occurred at Gretna, op- 
posite New Orleans; and, on July 6, Dr. Holt telegraphed us 
that a case of yellow fever had occurred in the lower part of the 
city of New Orleans. 

Fearing that there would be a spread of the disease, and having 
no outfit for quarantine stations on either the N. O. & N. E. R. 
R. or the L., N. O. & T. R. R., these roads having been con- 

„structed since the outfits were purchased for stations on the Mis- 
sissippi river; I. C. R. R. and L. & N. R.'R., and deeming it 
very necessary to be prepared to establish stations without delay, 
in case the necessity should arise, after consultation with the Gov- 
ernor, we ordered eight tents and twelve cots with mattresses and 
pillows; one-half of which were shipped to Centreville, on the 
L., N. O. & T. R. R., and stored with McNeal & Bates, and the 
other half were shipped to Nicholson Station, on the N. O. & N. 
E. R. R., and stored with D. A. Carver. The following quaran- 

‘tine officers were appointed and placed on the reserve list, of 
course to receive no pay unless their services were needed: Dr. 


i 


s 
i 


MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 89 


J. F. Therrel for the Mississippi river station; Dr. J. C. Robert 
for the station on the L., N. O. & T. R. R.,.and Dr. W. S. Sims 
for the station on the N. O. & N. E.R. R. > 

We are pleased to say, the services of these officers were not 
needed. > as 

We are now prepared to quarantine against New Orleans, both 
on the Mississippi river and railroads, on very short notice, should 
the necessity arise. . 

Under date of August 14, Dr. L, E. Profilet, Chief Health 
Officer of Adams county, reported a case of small-pox in his 
county, and that he had taken the necessary steps to isolate the, 

atient. l 
R Under date of September 22, he reported another case. No 
spread of the disease was reported to, us. 

As heretofore, vaccire virus was sent to localities where small- 
pox made its appearance. 

On February 3, the name of Dr. F. M. Halbert was sent to. 
the Governor for appointment as Chief Health Officer of Issaque- 
na county; and, on April 1, the name of Dr. C. ‘Hoover was 
sent to the Governor for appointment as Chief Health Officer of 
Pike county. 

During the year, cases of measles were reported in the following 
counties: Adams, Alcorn, Hinds, Holmes, Hancock, Issaquena, 
Lawrence, Lincoln, Monroe, Newton, Scott, Tishomingo, Wilkin- 
son and Yalobusha. 

Cases of scarlet fever in the following counties: Adams, De- 
Soto, Hinds, Hancock, Monroe, Wilkinson and Warren. 

Cases of diphtheria in the following counties: Adams, Mon- 
roe, Madison, Rankin, Warren and Yazoo. 

Cases of typhoid fever in the following courties: Adams, At- 
tala, Amite, Lawrence, Monroe, Marshall, Newton and Yalo- 
busha. 

Cases of dengue fever in Adams county, and cases of whoop- 
ing cough in eight counties. 4 

There were only a few cases reported of the diseases men- 
tioned, with the exception of measles, which prevailed to a con- 
siderable extent in some. localities. 

It is gratifying to have to report the occurrence of so few 
cases of small-pox in the State this year. Which disease pre- 
vailed to such an extent in 1882, 1883 and 1884. 

It is also gratifying to state that the reports received show that 
this has been a remarkably healthy year throughout the State. 

In order to be in readiness to inform the people as to the pre- 
vention of Asiatic cholera, should it make its appearance in this 
country, the following circular was prepared, ready to be printed 
and distributed: 


PREVENTION AND RESTRICTION OF CHOLERA, 
DOCUMENT ISSUED BY THE MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 
The possibility that cholera may be brought to this country is 


ae 
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sufficient to warrant the publication of what seem to be the best 
means of preventing and restricting the disease. 

Asiatic cholera does not originate in this country, but,it is a 
well-established fact that the germs of the disease can live and 
are reproduced in various kinds of filth, especially moist filth, 
and, therefore, it is important that all localities should be put in 
the best possible sanitary condition.- 

The worst and most malignant outbreaks of cholera occur where 
sanitary conditions are bad; where accumulations of filth and stag- 
nant pools of water are found; where the drinking water is pol- 
luted ; where ventilation is neglected, and where the people are 
over-crowded, | 

Sanitary measures instituted before the appearance of cholera 
in a locality are far more effective in preventing the spread of the 
disease, should it be introduced, than such measures are in re- 

stricting the disease after it has occurred. 

The constant inspection of houses, cellars, yards and out-build- 
ings is necessary, So as to prevent the accumulation of filth, garb- 
age or masses of decomposing organic matter. 

Privies should be so placed as to prevent their exhalations from 
contaminating the air of houses or polluting the source of’ water 
supply. 

The prime conditions of health in a house depend upon ckan- 
liness, pure air and unpolluted water, the prompt removal of all 
refuse, and the perfect exclusion of all foul matters arising outside 
. of the house. 

Everything about houses, premises and streets should be cleaned 
up and kept dry. 


CAUSE OF THE DISEASE. 


“Recent microscopical and experimental researches in Egypt 
and Calcutta, made at the expense of the German government, 
by Dr. Robert Koch, one of the most successful detectives of 
disease-causing germs, seem to demonstrate, what general obser- 
vation of the disease had already indicated, that Asiatic cholera 
is caused by the growth and reproduction in the body of innum- 
erable bacilli or one-celled plants of a kind peculiar to this dis- 
ease, invisible to the naked eye; that these bacilli may enter the 
body by the air inhaled, but are far more likely to enter by food 
or drink taken into the stomach; that they are present in the ex- 
creta of a person sick with cholera, and in his clothing soiled 
thereby, and may be on almost everything that comes in contact 
with his body.” 


- 


RESTRICTION OF THE DISEASE. 


Cholera may be carried from one place to’ another by persons 
ill with the disease, by infected bedding, clothing, etc., and it is 
very probable by healthy persons coming from infected. places. 


MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. - Of 


The importance, therefore, ot strict quarantine regulations ig ap- 
arent. ` À 
7 When the disease has been introduced, the first step to be taken 
is the thorough isolation of the patient. 

As there seems to be no doubt that the contagium is contained 
chiefly in the matters discharged from the stomach and bowels of 
patients, and the infective property belongs as well to the dis- 
charges of those slightly affected by the disease as well as those 
in the advanced stages, it is evident that one of the most import- 
ant steps to be taken is the disinfection of these discharges. 

The better mode would be their complete destruction by fire, and 
to accomplish this the fluid excreta could be received into saw- 
dust or other light, combustible material and burned immediately 
in stoves or furnaces erected for this purpose. When it is not 
practicable to burn the disharges, they should be received in 
metallic or earthen vessels containing a solution of sulphate of 
iron, (copperas,) in the proportion of 15 pounds to xo gallons 
of water, to which y pound of commercial sulphuric acid should 
be added, or a solution of corrosive sublimate, r part to 1,000°of 
water, (1 drachm to x gallon, ) or a solution of chloride of zinc 
. made as follows: Sulphate of zinc, 8 ounces; common salt, 4 
< ounces; water, r gallon; and should then be poured in a deep 
hole in the ground at some distance from all buildings or sources 
of water supply. Under no circumstances should the discharges 
be thrown into a water-closet or privy vault or on the ground. 

As cholera patients in the early stages of the disease may travel 
from place to place suffering from diarrhcea, privies visited by 
them should be disinfected. i , 

It would be žesź to burn all articles which have been soiled by 
a persen sick with cholera. Articles too valuable to be destroyed 
should be exposed to a dry heat of 240° F. to 250° F., (an oven 
cautiously heated may be used to disinfect small articles, ) or be 
treated as follows: ` 

(æ.) Cotton, linen, flannels, blankets, etc., should be treated 
- with the boiling-hot zinc solution; introduce piece by piece, se- 
cure thorough wetting and boil for at least half an hour. 

_ (6) Heavy woolen clothing, silks, furs, stuffed bed covers, 
beds, and other articles which cannot be treated with the zinc so- 
lution, should be hung in the room during sulphurous fumigation, 

their surfaces being thoroughly exposed and pockets turned inside 
out. Afterward they should be hung in the open air, beaten and 
shaken. Pillows, stuffed mattresses, etc., should be cut open, 
the contents spread out and thoroughly fumigated. Carpets are 
best fumigated on the floor, but should afterwards be removed to 
the open air and thoroughly beaten. The attendants upon chol- 
era patients should not partake. of any food or drink in the vicin- 
ity of the patient. 

Upon the death or recovery of a cholera patient, the room 
should be subjected to sulphurous fumigation, as follows: Place 
in an earthen vessel or iron kettle containing a small quantity of 
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ashes, a few live coals, upon which place from one to four pounds 
of sulphur, according to the size of the room. For a room about 
ten feet square, at least two pounds of sulphur should be used. 
For larger rooms, proportionally increased quantities, As soon 
as the sulphur is ignited, the room, having previously been ren- 
dered tight, should be closed for twelve or twenty-four hours. 


The floor of the room should be scrubbed with a strong solution 


of soft-soap. 

Bodies of those dead from cholera: should be immediately en- 
veloped in a sheet wet with the zinc solution or a solution of cor- 
ae sublimate (1 part to 1,000 of water) and soon buried pri- 
vately. 

As it is probable that it is through the water used for drinking 
purposes that the germs of cholera most often enter the system, 
great care should be used to prevent the contamination of the 
water supply by choleraic discharges, as by drainage into wells, 
cisterns, springs, etc., from a privy vault, sewer, drain or ceme- 
tery. The use of water froma source liable to be infected should 
be promptly stopped. When any danger of infection exists, it 
would be best to boil the water for half an hour before it is used. 


INDIVIDUAL PRECAUTION. 


Avoid late hours and do nothing to depress the vital powers. 
Avoid all excess of any kind, in eating or drinking, all fatigue, 
all sudden exertions, all unripe or unsound fruit or vegetables, all 
improperly cooked food, and make no great or sudden change in 
your diet or habits. Avoid everything that disagrees with you. 

If cholera exists near dairy farms, avoid milk from them. If 
other milk cannot be obtained, condensed milk is safer than milk 
obtained from infected places. Pe : 

If, nursing a cholera patient, wash your hands frequently in a 
disinfecting solution and avoid taking into your body food or 
drink or dust contaminated with any of the excreta of the patient. 
No food or drink should be taken in the room with the patient. 

Those exposed to cholera should be especially watchful of the 
advent of the prelimary diarrhoea, which is the first stage of 
cholera, and, upon being thus attacked, should, at once, send for 
a physician. 

Respectfully submitted, WIRT JOHNSTON, 

‘ ROBERT KELLS, 
J. H. BLANKS, 
Executive Committee 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES IN 1885. 


POSTAGE, EXPRESSAGE AND TELEGRAMS, SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 


1885. Dr. ` 

Nov. 9 To amount from Auditor... sses ssetesserteere er eee BBL 10 
24 To amount from Auditor....... peace easencreccseeas . 200 
$33 01 

1885. Cr. , 
Feb. 11 By telegram received............. eee e ewes cece eeeee 65 
March 6 By postoffice box rent and postage..... a ence eee ccenes 2 56 
April 1 By postage stamps........ ec cece ee sees cereasesesees 4 00 
6 By telegram BEDE. ++. sees eeee seen cess wear everscaces 65 
May 1 By postage stamps.............cc0 cece Scene ee ecens 4 40 
June 10 By telegram received.............+> eae cece eee cece 70 


16 By telegram sent.... ccc ccceccceccnce even cescnseces 60 
23 By telegram received........ccseceescccccecsovecnes 55 
30 By expressage on Diploma returned to Dr. A. D. Felder, 


Magnolia, Miss........ 2.22 sescances a neve scenes 25 

July © 6 By postoffice box rent........ bare cesceeee soseseseoe 2 50 

6 By telegram received... .... cc cees cece ceecssseccs 90 

27 By amount paid for key to box in new postoffice...... 50 

Sep. 8 By postage stamps..........-; ......... £ 00 
26 By expressage on blanks for Censors to Dr. E. P. Sale, 

Aberdeen...... TTT reTT errr err rrr rrr ere erry ee 25 

Nov. 9 By postoffice box rent for quarter commencing Aprili. 2 50 

9 By postage stamps........ 22.0 sccecnes .. s... 6 00 

9 By postoffice box rent for quarter commencing Oct. Ist 2 00 

$33 01 


i 
ON ACCOUNT OF SMALL-POX. 


igi 


1885. - DR. 
Jan. 9 To amount from State Treasurer............. see... $1743 75 
April 11 Eo amount from Auditor. ......... ossee secceeeees. 21 25 
Sep. 29 To amount from Auditor............5 covsceveccee. 18 75 
Nov. 24 To amount from-Auditor............... eeccsscesees 18 75 
` . $1,802.50 

1885. OR. 


WASHINGTON Countxy—For Smazru-Pox IN 1884. 


Jan. 9 By, bill of Wm. Coleman for services as guard.......$ 21 00 
9 By bill of James Jenkins for services as guard...... 21 00 
9 By bill of Jackson Sweetwine for services as guard.. 158 30 — 
9 By bill of Land Whitley for services as guard....... 21 00 
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Jan. 9 By bill of Anderson Brooks for services as guard.... 31 00 
9 By bill of Andrew Ross for services as guard....... 31 00 
9 By bill of Isaac Anderson for services as guard..... - 83 30 
9 By bill of James Morton for services as guard...... 13 00 
9 By bill of Dr. S. R. Dunn, for services as Inspector. 1130 00 
9 By bill of H. Sawyers for services as guard......... 15 00 
9 By bill of Phillip Stuart for services as guard...... _ 27 00 
9 By bill of Blood for services as guacd............++ 23. 00 
9 By bill of A. B. Finlay & Co. for disinfectants, ete.. 50 00 
9 By bill of Dr. S. R. Dunn, Inspector, for expenses.... 119 15 


April 11 By bill of White & Shaw for disinfectants furnished 
` in matter of small-pox in Clarke county in 1884. 2 50 
11 By bill of Byron Lemly for 250 points vaccine virus. 18 75 
Sep. 29 By bill of Byron Lemly for 250 points vaccine virus. 18 75 
. Nov. 24 By bill of Byron Lemly for 250 points vaccine virus. 18 75 


$1,802.50 
QUARANTINE. 
1885. Dz. , 
July 1 To amount from Auditor... .cccec sees ceescceseces s $373 35 
Nov. 24 To amount from Auditor........ccccccccscceccscces 48 00 
$421 35 
1885. Cr. 


July 1 By billof J.C. Miller for 8 tents and flies, 12 cots 
and mattresses and pillows, for quarantine sta- 
tions on New Orleans and Northeastern R. R., and 
Louisville, New Orleans and Texas R.R......... 373 35- 
Nov. 23 By bill of Michael Hart, for 12 months storage of 
quarantine property at Osyka.........ssseeeeee 48 00 


$ 421 35 


EXPENSES OF MEMBERS OF THE BOARD AND THEIR PER 
DIEM IN ATTENDING MEETINGS. 


MEETING ON APRIL 13, AT JACKSON. 


J. M., Taylor... cece eeees Co Tee eer ee ee $ 82 00 
J. W. Bennett........... eae arsine E SNS PTE Rea Ciena a 17 30 
B. F. tre 5 iss ocas oo 0a 2 Was SAC eS t an a OS e Wo we 25 50 
E P. Salon ceee eroari d oe eo Sead che. Loss ween EEEE 82 80 
F. W. Dancy .... ccs sccnscceses i EVike wind weldiee E Res 23 30 
R.S. LOOMS tee ce hue ose wees ea ees drei wa E E 29 80 
We E Gt ie live ett Fe wo we 60 RSENS CNA Ea OURS CAAT eee 31 80 
OLA. RCC iets eas as Gea eee ee ae Raae ee Sees 24 10 
Robért Kells. dix seh a Catia Sear See tee a eek BO 3 00 
J. H. BIANK Ss 6 sche esate vases es PRE Ko Sas New adhe E 28 00 

$247 60 

MEETING ON NOVEMBER 11, AT JACKSON. 

Jie Blanks Msc. ee wae eases ea ake beens eee Salen teuas $ 13 00 
Robert KOS sci caus iawd aa ana nani anne tede vena tawaw aeons 3 00 
BoE Kittrell odesk a esa nse Sa aia a a esa go L615 eS face fe ta alla 25 30 


R. T, EdWards.... sses cs va dae Posh s vas cline oc rameeweemeces I7 70 
J. W. BONNOth sc. caine aval ateweaeak so Fi ak sired stated arena arias 12 30 
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D. L, Phares......ccieseccccees s.es, cenevessssnonessoorereose 19 50 
J P. Moore........ ee ee ee re res 2 16 $0 


~ 


$107 70 — 


N mercer 


AMOUNT FURNISHED JACKSON COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 
under the provisions of an Act supplementary to an Act to amend 
the Statutes in regard to Boards of Health: 


July 17........0.0ce beseueeees dence ceacccceeecuseeees «+++. $500 00 
October 30.. esovecaeocvpe @eteoeee sass Enea FRevnaeeeseeneen @@paasvsees 385 71 


$885 77 


REPORTS OF CHIEF HEALTH OFFICERS OF COUNTIES, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30rx, 1885. 


ADAMS COUNTY. 


< 


BEPORT OF DR. L. E. PROFILET, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. | 


In rendering my annual report forthe year ending Sep- 
tember 30, 1885, I am pleased to report the absence of 
any epidemic of an infectious or contagious disease during 


- the’ past year except a mild form of dengue during the 


months of October and November, although sporadic cases 
have occurred of measles, scarlatina, diphtheria, typhoid 
fever and varioloid. The dengue seemed to have sup- 
planted the malarial fevers which had been prevailing during 
September, as but few cases occurred during its prevalence, as 
was the case during the entire winter, which made quite a con- 
trast to the previous winter, when malarial troubles were more 
common than had ever been the case within the recollection ‘of 
any of the physicians of the county from whom I had reports. 
In January we had very cold weather, the thermometer at one 
time indicating 16 degrees. In the spring in a small section of 
the northeast portion of the county pneumonia was very preva- 
lent, while in the remaining portion there were fewer cases than 
usual. During the months of February and March tonsillitis 
prevailed very generally, and many of the cases required quite 
active treatment. May and June were remarkable for their 
almost entire freedom from malarial troubles, and though in July 
and August they became more frequent, yet they yielded readily 
to treatment, and were not as numerous as usual at that season. 
The fruit crop in the county was-good, and all our native fruits 
have been abundant; this, in my opinion, contributed materially 
to the general good health during the past summer. 

For several years typhoid fever may be said to be endemic 
among us, occurring at all seasons of the year. This I do not 
pretend to explain, for I can discover no particular cause for it, 
and only note the fact. 

The report of the grand jury at the September session of the 
criminal court corroborates my opinion of the county jail, that 
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bed . » ` 

it is kept as clean, and the prisoners confined therein, are as well 
cared for as circumstances allow. There has been some sickness 
in the jail, but not a single case has originated there, the parties 
being diseased when admitted. -As soon as possible after the ‘ 
new Insane Asylum at Meridian-was ready for the reception of 
patients, all the lunatics who had-long been confined in the 
county jail from necessity, there being no room at Jackson, were 
removed, and none have been confined there since except tem- 
porarily. 

On August 24th, I reported a case of varoloid on a plantation 
two and one-half miles from Natchez, and traced it to ayoung man 
from Louisiana who had been sick in the house with what they 
called chicken-pox, and who had gone home about one week 
before. It was by mere accident that I discovered the case, as it 
was not reported. Having occasion to visit the place profession= 
ally, is was mentioned incidentally that a girl on the place had 
chicken-pox. My suspicions being aroused, I thought best to 
visit the girl, and had no hesitation in pronouncing the disease 
varioloid. As no precautions had been taken to prevent the 
spread of the disease, but, on the contrary, both the boy and 
girl had visited other houses, I had good grounds to fear other 
cases. I immediately took measures to isolate the inmates of the 
house, by placing a guard to prevent their leaving the premises, 
and prevent communication from the outside, and vaccinated all 
on the place as soon as I received vaccine virus. On September 
15th, I reported a second case in the same house, an infant in 
the arms. Unfortunately none of the vaccinations proved suc- 
cessful. On the 24th, I reported another case on the same place, 
a relation of the family infected, but not in the same house. 
The man claimed to have had small-pox, and the pits on his body 
verified his statement. -I have personal knowledge of a man in 
Natchez having died in a second attack. Fortunately his house 
is separated from thé other quarters, and there is no one in the 
family but himself and wife, so I trust by continuous efforts and 
precautions to prevent the spread of the disease. I will reportin 
a few days the result of the vaccinations with the last matter - 
sent. 

7 P. M.—The- manager of the place has just reported the death 
of the last case of small-pox, reported by me on the 24th inst., 
and that none of the last vaccinations had proved successful. 


ALCORN COUNTY. 


* 


REPORT OF DE. B. M., YOUNG, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


The year past has been remarkably healthy in this section. 
Last fall after the transmission of my yearly report, we had a 
few cases of malarial fever of more than usual severity. 
7 


XN 
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During the past winter the number of cases of pneumonia was 
far below the usual average, although the winter was one of 
unusual severity. 


There has been no outbreak of any epidemic ‘or contagious 


disease, ‘The case of small-pox treated here and mentioned in 
my last report did not spread farther than the immediate _ family 
of the first patient. 

I prevailed upon the Board of Supervisors of this county to 
purchase the building used last year aS a pest-house, and to hold 
it to be used for that purpose, if it should be needed in future. 
I found it almost impossible last’ year to procure a house into 


‘which the cases of small-pox could be carried for isolation and 


treatment. 
The temperature during the summer months was below the 
usual average for that season and a drouth of unusual duration 


prevailed during the last part of the season. This dry weather , 


however did not notably increase the number of cases of malarial 
disease. Wethad a few cases of hemorrhagic malarial fever, rather 
more than usual, as this disease seldom comes up for treatment 
in this part of the State. I should modify the statement on the 


first page of this report by saying that we had an outbreak of | 


measles of a peculiarly violent type. A sort of confluent type 
that made the patient terribly sick and refused to ‘‘come out’ 
until the 4th to 6th day. There were.a few deaths from pneu- 
monia complications. On the whole the past year has been un- 
usually healthy. The jail, poor-house and town, have been 
thoroughly inspected and found all right. 


AMITE COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. O. H. BATES, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. č 


+ 


In accordance with the requirements of duties as Health Offi- 
cer for Amite county, I transmit to you to-day my annual report 
for the county : 

It affords me pleasure to state that the general health of the 
county has been much better than last year, -which was very 
justly termed more healthy than usual. 

Typho-malarial flux, the great dread and destroyer of human 
life in our county for the last two years, has not been reported by 
any physician this year. 

During the latter part of January pneumonia bomi pretty 
general throughout the county and continued until late in the spring. 
The number of fatal cases among the whites in proportion to the 
number of attacks were exceptionally small, but the colored peo- 
ple suffered severely, there being one death to every three cases. 
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This, great loss of life among the negroes cannot be attributed to 
any want of medical attention or skill, but to the fact that the sys- 
tem of the negro from some cause,. with all the attention and 
assistance that can be given them, will eden succumb to an 
ordinary case of pneumonia, -~ 

It is claimed that we are the possessors of the abate home of 
malaria ; be that as it may,-it has been exceptionally rare to see a 
case of intermittent or remittent fever this year. 


Some few cases of typhoid fever have occurred in the western, - 


southern and northern portions of the county with about the 
usual result in such cases. 

Whooping cough spread from the central portion of the county 
in December throughout the eastern districts to be followed by 
measles during the months of July and August; some few deaths 
occurred in the former from complications, but no deaths have 
occurred from the latter. 

The sanitary condition of the county jail is very Food. 


ATTALA COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. J. W. SCARBOROUGH, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 
: So e 


w . ¥ 
~ 


I am pleased to be able to state that Attala still maintains her 
reputation for general good health among her sister hill counties 
of the State. : 

Pneumonia and typhoid fever, however, prevailed in some por- 
tions of the county; during the winter and spring months, re- 
sulting in an occasional death. 

Bronchial and throat affections, as usual during the winter and 
spring season, were met with over the county, 

Diarrhoea and dysentery prevailed in portions of the county 
during the same months, and the former especially was met with 
all over the county. The mortality however from these prostrat- 
ing and painful affections, was comparatively small. 

Intermitting and remitting fevers, or the usual. malarial fevers 
of the county, were fewer than is usually the case, and generally 
mild, yielding readily to treatment. 

Typhoid fever, or the so-called typho-malarial fever, I regret 
to say, has lingered in the county throughout the year, with an 
occasional death. 

Measles and whooping-cough, that so long lingered in the 
county, I am pleased to know, have disappeared. 

Diphtheria has not made its appearance in any portion of the 
county, neither has scarlatina or small-pox; but few subjects have 
been vaccinated during the year. 

The jail has been less crowded the past year and consequently 
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less sickness than for two or three years past. No death from 
sickness ; one death from the effects of a pistol shot at the hands 
of an officer. 


nd 


CARROLL COUNTY. 
‘REPORT OF DR. G. W. VASSER, OHIEF H¥ALTH OFFICER. 


I submit the following health report of Carroll county for the 
_ last twelve months to October rst. 

During the months of July and August several localities suf- 
fered with dysentery, which was to some extent fatal with young 
children and very old persons; not more serious, however, than 
usual, We also had more intermittent fever in the months of 
August and September than usual, which is usually managed with- 
out the aid of a physician. 

With these exceptions, our county: has been remarkably healthy, 
and is now in good sanitary condition. I cannot give a correct 
statement of the vital statistics of any of the towns. 


CHICKASAW COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. J. H, MURFEE, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


In compliance with printed circular from your office, I make 
the following report: ~ 

This county has been in good hygienic condition since our last 
report in April. The people have not suffered from any epidemic. 
Some cases of dysentery, malaria and typhoid fever, but nothing 
to become generally prevalent. 

If in order, there is one subject to which I would call your at- 
tention—that is,/rabies. In 1878 this community lost a young man, 
who died of hydrophobia contracted from his father’s yard dog. 
The same year several animals were bitten by rabid dogs,and died 
from the effects of the poison. Each year since we have had 
the disease among dogs and other animals. Children and‘adults 
have been attacked by dogs on the streets. Last year we saw a 
fine looking young man present himself in a drug store of this 
place asking advice as to his face,which was very much lacerated 
by a rabid dog. Those present gave all the encouragement they 
could as to his wounds. The next time we heard of him a few 
months after, he had died of hydrophobia under the charge of a 
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physician i in an adjoining county. I do'not suppose the Acer 
exists in this county alone but is too common over the State. We - 


have succeeded in getting our’ town council to pass an ordinance 
against loose dogs on the street, and now we feel more-secure in 
this respect. Hydrophobia is a growing evil in the South, and it 
might be well to institute some means to rid the country of it. 


$ 
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COPIAH COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. G. W. PURNELL, CHIEF HEALTH OFFIOER. 


Since my last annual report, but little of importance having any 
connection with my duties as Chief Health ‘Officer, has transpired 
in Copiah county. The health of our county has been as good 
as usual.. We have had no epidemic cr contagious disease within 
our county limits. And while during the winter and spring months 
we had an unusually severe form of croupous pneumonia prevail- 
ing, quite fatal in its results; and while also we had in some sec- 
tions typhoid dysentery, almost uncontrollable, still with these 
exceptions, our diseases have been easily managed. 


The winter and spring months were cold and rather dry. The i 


month of July was extremely hot with occasional rains, and dur- 
- ing this month there was the greatest prevalence of dysentery. 
Bilious fever was more prevalent during the month of August,’ 

especially in the northwestern part of the county. Since the first 
of September our towns on the railroad have been healthier than 
I have known them for many years, but the surrounding country: 
has had the usual share of autumnal sickness. 

Our county jail, filled with prisoners, has been almost entirely 
free from diseases of all kinds, and our county poor-house, or 
rather it should be called county hospital, for the disabled and 
diseased, has also escaped the diseases prevailing elsewhere. 


COVINGTON COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. ALEX. FAIRLEY, CHIEF HEALTH OFFIOER. 


‘I beg leave to report that no serious epidemic or contagious 
disease, with the single exception of whooping-cough, has visited 
this county during -the present; year but few deaths have occurred’ 
fromwhooping-cough ; the disease’ still prevails in certain por- 
tions of the county. There has been less bilious remittent and 


? 
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intermittent fevers than we usually havè here during the sickly 
season ‘of the year. o 

The diarrhæœæas and dysenterys during the warm months were 
mild and gave but little trouble. ‘The sanitary condition of our 
county jail is good. The year has been remarkably healthy. 


GRENADA COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. G. W. TRIMBLE, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


| 


I herewith submit my report as Health Officer of| Grenada 
county, Miss., for the year ending October 1, 1885: 

I have endeavored to get our municipal board to organize a 
Board of Health, but have not been able to get anything done. 

During the year I have examined into the sanitary condition of 
all of the public buildings-and have succeeded in getting some 

. changes made in some of the school houses. Our jail and other 

buildings where prisoners are kept are in good condition. 

The health of the county of Grenada for the past year has been 


very good ; have had less sickness than any year within my recol- 
lection. 


HINDS COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. J. H. RHODES, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


During the past year our county has been free of all epidemics 
of a malignant form, and the sickness generally has been less 
fatal than in former years. Dysentery prevailed in certain local- 
ities, but after the usual local causes were removed, the disease 
succumbed to the common treatment. During the months of 
February and March there was a great deal of pneumonia and 
catarrhal fever, but with little fatality. - Malarial fever prevailed 
also during the summer months but it yielded readily to the usual 
treatment. Trusting that we may never again be visited by any 
disease of a malignant character. 
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HOLMES COUNTY. 


oe wt 
REPORT OF DE. G, ©. PHILLIPS, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


- ot 


In compliance with the law, I send the following report of the 
health of Holmes county for the past twelve months, ending Sep- 
tember 30: The fall months were very healthy over the entire 
county. During December and January measles prevailed to a 
considerable extent in Lexington and vicinity. Scarcely any 
sickness in the county-during the spring and summer. In Sep- 
tember malarial fevers of a remittent type have prevailed to a 
moderate extent. along the Yazoo Valley, and in localities 
traversed by large creeks. 

Taken as a whole there has been less sickness within the coun- 
ty during the past year than any year of the eight preceding. 

Both jail and county poor-house are in good sanitary condition. 


HANCOCK COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. J. A. MEAD, CHIEF HEALTH OFFIOER. 


I herewith submit my report as Health Officer of Hancock 
county, for the year ending September 3oth, 1885: 

Am pleased to report that no contagious diseases have prevailed 
to any considerable extent during the year. In some portions of 
the county measles and whooping cough of a mild type have pre- 
vailed, also rotheln. 

During January, February and March pneumonia prevailed to 
a greater extent than usual, and was quite fatal among children ` 
and aged persons. The summer months were unusually healthy 
(owing I think-to the frequent rains), malarial diseases prevailing 
to a less extent than for several years. One case of scarlatina 
(was reported in September) of a mild type. Dysentery pre-~ 
vailed to a considerable extent during the summer. Have visited 
the jail and found the same in a good sanitary condition, and the 
inmates in good health. Am unable to give a correct report of 
vital’statistics for the county, as all interments are made without 
certificates, neither is there any registration of births. - During 
the year I have visited several localities to investigate nuisances, 
which were promptly suppressed by the parties in fault. Quaran- 
tine for the county commenced May 22d and all vessels desiring 
to enter ports in this county were ordered by the County Board 
of Health to report to the officer of the Marine Hospital service 


e w” 


104 MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


in charge of the Ship Island station; the service has been 
very efficacious and without expense to the county. 

I hope that the coming year may prove as healthy if not more 
so than the one just passed. 


ISSAQUENA COUNTY. 
BEPORT OF DR. F. W. HALBERT, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


I beg to submit the following report of the sanitary condition 
of Issaquena county during the past year: The general health has 
been extremely good. Nothing except an epidemic of measles 
occurring this summer in the way of a contagious or infectious na- 
ture. The outbreak of measles lasted two or three months with 
a small mortality. The general diseases that have prevailed this 
year were of malarial origin, a few cases of pneumonia. Our 
county jail is in a first-class condition, it having been renovated 
and thoroughly overhauled during the past year. There has 
been no sickness in the jail of any consequence. 

I will add that this has been the most healthy year that has been 
experienced in the swamp for many years past. Nothing of any 
importance having occurred. 


JEFFERSON COUNTY. 


~ 


BEPORT OF DR. N. L. GUIOE, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


It is my pleasure to report that the health of this county has 
been unusually good for the past twelve months. Light catarrhal 
diseases-were very prevalent during the winter and early spring. 
Pneumonia has been quite uncommon; as a rule this disease is 
more common than acute bronchitis, but the latter disease 
assumed the ascendency during the seasons mentioned. Malarial 
diseases have been rare as compared with former years, and the 
type has been unusually mild. The county has been totally 
exempt from grave epidemic disease. In short the health of this 
county has been better, and the death-rate smaller than for many 
years. 

The county poor-house and prison are in good sanitary condi- 
tion. 


i 
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REPORT OF DR. W. H. LIPSCOMB, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


I have the honor to submit the following report as to the sani- 
tary condition of. this county for the past year, so far as I have 
been able to collect data from physicians and others remote from 
this vicinity, and as observed by myself in this village. 

A grave epidemic of flux invaded or originated in the south- 
western portion of the county in the late spring and early sum- 
mer. I have only reports from citizens, of a non-professional 
character, and can give no distinctive pathology of the disease. 
At its inception, large, watery discharges, in a majority of cases 
accompanied with blood.and mucous. Treatment, in most cases, 
was of no avail, death resulting in a few days. Intelligent indi- 
viduals attribute the epidemic to the drinking water, when their 


attention was directed to that source. Many of the wells had not - 


received attention for years, and doubtless drainage and sipage from 
adjacent lots, hog-pens, privies and other sources of infection had 
poured the poison into them for a length of time, and, when com- 


pletely impregnated, caused the outbreak of the epidemic. Itis al- . 


most impossible to convince the average citizen of the dangers of in- 
fection from wells adjacent to sources from which poisonous gases 
emanate, and every shower carries numberless germs of disease 
to the soil, and through it to the open well or siping cistern. 

The usual malarial diseases have been with us, complicated in 
most cases with intestinal and nephritic troubles. 

This village has been partially drained, and I hope, during the 
coming year, to induce the authorities of the railroad to carry 
on the work of sanitation as to their grounds, which are very low 
and with little natural drainage. 

I have examined several times the water used here and at other 

‘points. In many cases, it is apparently unfit to use, but it is im- 
possible to convince people that it is deleterious until typhus 
invades the home. Iam satisfied that gradually a better system 
of house building and provisions for water is being instilled, and 
not many years will elapse before a general knowledge of the 
simpler rules of sanitation will be not only known, but enforced 
and practiced by ‘the mass of the people of this country. 


i ` ) 
LAWRENCE COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. J. A. ROWAN, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


t 


. I herewith submit my report as Chief Health Officer of Law- 
rence county for the year beginning October 1st, 1884, 


` 
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and ending October. rst, 1885. Our county has been 
unusually healthy, there having been less sickness of ev- 
ery character incidental to our climate than "for several years , 
preceding. We have had-for the past few months some little 
' typhoid fever, but not to the extent of an epidemic, and no other 
epidemics except whooping cough and measles, which we have 
every year. Both have been milder than formerly. 

As I have nothing of interest to report, I will conclude by 
stating I believe Lawrence to be one of the healthiest counties in 
the State. : 


~ 


` LINCOLN COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. E. J. BOWEN, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


Since my last annual report, there has been nothing of interest 
that has occurred in the way of contagious or infectious diseases, 
except measles and whooping cough, which have prevailed to some 
extent in different portions of the county, attended with but little 
fatality. Our usual Visitation of autumnal or malarial fever has 
prevailed to a very limited extent and generally of mild type. 


LEE COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. R. O. CUNNINGHAM, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


I have the honor of submitting to you my annual report for 
the present year. 

The sanitary regulations of the State Board of Health have 
been enforced and observed throughout my county, with very few 
exceptions, but owing to the extreme healthfulness of the people my 
duties have been very light indeed. No epidemic of any disease 
has visited us the past year, and we have been comparatively 
exempt from the ordinary ehdemic disorders that have troubled 
us in previous years. Dysentery has prevailed toa limited extent 
in the county, but has been quite amenable to treatment, only a 
small per cent. having proved fatal under favorable conditions. — 
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REPORT OF DR. B. A. VAUGHAN, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 
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Soon after my last annual report, which was without incident, 
Lowndes county was visited by a wave of severe catarrhal affec- 
tions, which was very generally accompanied by more or less 
Irritation of the meninges of the spine. In many instances 
symptoms of spinal irritation were very grave, with long lasting 
sequence. This tendency did not abate entirely with the subsi- 
dence of the catarrhal wave; but still marks with characteristic 
symptoms any invasion or lowering of health. Some deaths have 
occurred from this sequence, which seemed to overthrow the 
powers of assimilation, ~ 

The dry and heated term which visited this section in June, 
was attended with wide nocturnal variations of temperature, while 
the temperature of the day would be in the (90°) nineties, the 
nights would be decidedly cool, often falling below 70 degrees. 
During this term a dysentery diarrhoea prevailed to quite a con- 
siderable per cent., the duration ef both the heated term and the 
diarrhoeal disorders, were brief, and the mortality corresponding- 
ly small. ; 

The heated term of June was succeeded by moderate rain- 
falls, with pretty uniform, temperature; indeed the range of 
thermometer, barometer, and’ the -quantity of ozone, marked 
unusually slight variations. During this term, which lasted about 
forty days, the catarrhal and dysentery maladies markedly abated, 
and the whole people were healthful ;- this was our fortune to nearly 
the close of the drought of August and September, when we were 
visited by fevers of remittent and intermittent type, more grave 
in character than any prevailing here. for many years. These 
fevers still prevail to a considerable per cent. at this reporting, 
and with a mortality, among those of our people who-buy from the 
druggist, a supposed cure, unusually large, and quite-above that 
of former years. . i 

I regret I cannot as heretofore report the death rate in this 
county ; this inability is caused by repeal of ordinances which 
required and recorded death, or burial certificates, as aids to vital 
statistics. 

Stimulated by observations in this direction, made by Dr. N. 
J. Davis, of Chicago, I too, have noted the seeming influence 
the climatic changes, indicated by the ranges of thermometer, 
barometer and ozone supply, have upon the type and prevalence 
of diseases. Such observations have in them, as I believe, prac- 
tical results of much value, should they be continued, and tabu- 
lated by many observers, and through a series of successive years. 
I feel like (as I understood Dr. Davis ‘to express ‘himself some 
years ago) I can almost tell what remedies my pocket case should 
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be supplied with for the daily round of visits, when I have tabu- 
lated the variations in temperature, humidity and ozone. 

If the State could supply to one observer in this field in each 
‘congressional district instruments of scientific accuracy, I think 
a few years reports of such observations, will give the State statis- 
tics, as to climate, and health influences, that will attract to Mis- 
sissippi the intelligent inquiry of many who. may be seeking 
homes in the Southland. 

From time to time during the year, I have given the public, 
through the county newspapers, official suggestions from their 
Health Officer, as instance by the following: l 


PusLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT, 
LOWNDEs: COUNTY. 


To prevent choleric diseases and fevers of low grade, the sipe 
wells used by families should be emptied and cleaned. 

The late heavy rains gave to them impure surface water. 

The disease prevailing with animals; is communicable; treat- 
ment to be successful, must be had at the beginning of the attack. 

The first animal taken sick, should be slaughtered and buried. 

B. A. Vaucuan, M. D., 
Chief Health Officer Lowndes county. 
CoLuUMBUs, Miss., June 28, 1885. 


This disease prevailing with animals, I found by autopsy, to be 
broncho-pneumonia, with only strong indications of contagion, 


Orrice CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER, 
LownDEs County, Sept. rst, 1885. 


STOCK RAISERS. 


_ Examine your hay; red top, wild rye and timothy, have quan- 
tities of ergot in them. | B. A. Vaucuan, M. D., 
Chief Health Officer, Lowndes county. 


With this notice to stock raisers, I also gave warning, that the 
the use of such food as had with it, a considerable per centage of 
ergot, and the mouth and foot disease would be.the result. 

When requested, I continue to make analysis of portable 
waters, from every section of the county. 


LEFLORE COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. M. G. DAVIS, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


In offering my report as Health Officer of Leflore county for 
the year ending October rst, 1885, I can only report our county 
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unusually healthy during the year, and there appears less sickness 
than we have had for a number of years, no new or peculiar dis- 
eases have appeared, and with the exception of a few malarial dis- 
eases we have had no sickness during the year. : 

The sanitary condition of our town is fair, and the jail has been 
kept in good condition all the year. It has contained few pris- 
ers and no sickness has occurred there. 


oT 


MARSHALL COUNTY. 


EEPORT OF DR. CHESLEY DANIEL, CHIEF HEALTH OFFIOER. 


3 


No epidemic has prevailed in our county during the past twelve 
months. ‘The diseases that have prevailed have been those with 
which we meet every year, viz.: the malarial fevers, dysentery, 
pneumonia, typhoid fever, etc. With the exception of pneumonia 
which was quite prevalent, chiefly among the colored population, 
during the winter and spring, I believe the amount of sickness, 
as well as can be ascertained in the absence of statistics, will com- 
pare favorably with previous years. With one exception, the 
sanitary: condition of our jail is good, and that exception is the 
drainage. The pipe through which the waste material passes is 
so laid and constructed that said matter does not pass off readily 
but accumulates, and as was discovered not long since, backs up 
to the very beginning of the pipe. This is due, I think, to want 
' of sufficient fall and to a curve in the pipe which takes place just 
as it emerges from the foundation of the jail. I think this could 
be remedied by a straight shoot and more fall. The flushing facili- 
ties consist of water poured from buckets, which the jailor tells 
me is done two or three times a week. There has been no sick- 
es of any consequence since last report, and no mortality in 
the jail. i 


MONROE COUNTY. ‘ 


REPORT OF DE. J. M. GREENE, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


In the sanitary record for Monroe county for the year ending 
September 30, 1885, there is but little of interest to note. f 

During the months of October and November. measles, which 
had held a varying but not extensive prevalence throughout the 
summer, became unusually virulent, and with pneumonic com- 
plication, produced considerable mortality. In all the places of 
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its prevalence, the schools were advised to suspend, and all prac- 
ticable checks put on its progagation. 

Coincident with this there was observed a marked tendency to 
affections of the skin, the several varities of erythematous, pap- 
ulous, vesicular and pustular being frequently observed. 

In mid-winter two well marked, typical cases of scarlatina orig- 
inated'in Aberdeen, the contagion of which could not be located. 
They occurred in families of five and seven children, respéctively, 
and although there was full exposure in both cases before the dis- 
ease was recognized, it did not spread. Of course isolation 
was enforced immediately upon discovery, and after convales- 
cence, thorough fumigation and other prophylactic measures were 
scrupulously practiced. : 

A few sporadic cases of typhoid fever have occurred. 

But one authenticated case of diphtheria has come to my 
knowledge. 

Of malarial-hematuria we have had three known cases. 

During the summer the prevailing maladies were of the diges- 
tive system, as cholera morbus, diarrhoea and catarrhal dysentery, 
and some few cases of malignant or diphtheritic dysentery. 

The poor-house, prison and public schools have had due atten- 
tion and their several sanitary conditions found satisfactory. 

On the whole the mortality of the county during the year has 
been gratifyingly low. 


MADISON COUNTY. 
BEPORT. OF DR. A. T. SEMMES, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


Having no organized boards of health in any town of Madison 
county, it leaves me without any statistical records upon which to 
found a satisfactory repore to your Honorable Board. 

No records of births, nor of deaths, are kept in the county. 

During the past year we have been free from any and all infec- 
tious or contagious diseases. Since year before last there have 
occurred no cases of small-pox. 

A remarkable absence of our usual amount of malarial troubles 
is a feature of the past season. 

During the thirty-five years of my professional labor here I 
have never seen as few cases of ague, remittent fever, or conges- 
tions. 

The past autumn gave us a small number of aphthous sore 
- throats, but only two or three cases advanced far enough to justify 

the name of diphtheria. 


There were a few cases of pneumonia during last winter and. 
spring. 


Cy 
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A very few cases of malarial. dysentery occurred during the 
latter part of the summer. 

On thè whole we have had the healthiest year that I have passed 
through since my settling in the county thirty-five years ago. 

In a climatic point of view the past year was remarkably even 
and uniform ; no unusual degree of cold nor heat. 

The rain fall was light and evenly distributed through the sea- 
sons. - 


`~ 


NOXUBEE COUNTY. 


REPORT OF ÐR. H, A. MINOR, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


i 
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I am happy to be again able to report my county (Noxubee) as 
having been free from contagious infections and epidemie disease 
for the past year. There has been an unusual amount of the 
various forms of malarial disease, and these have prevailed where 
usually there has been none. We have had a number of cases 
-of congestive fever, and a large number of cases of the typhoid 
type of the remittent form (typho-malarial.) 

Our physicians seem more interested in hygiene than hereto- 
fore,and I hope for good results thence, and I am doing what I 
can to impress upon my people the importance of drainage, of 
pure water, etc., but it requires time, and the united action of 
the whole medical profession to educate the people up to that 
plane of thought and action that will cause them to act intelli- 
gently and energetically in this vital matter. 


OKTIBBEHA COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. W. N. AMES, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


Oktibbeha county has been blessed during the past year with 
good health. I have the history of no destructive epidemics nor 
contagious diseases to report, neither can I report any marked 
features of malignancy in the ordinary endemic diseases of the 
county. ; , 7 

We have more or less malarial affections every summer and 
fall. Some seasons malarial diseases are more fatal than others. 
Upon enquiry of physicians living at the different voting precincts 
or beats in the county, I have the first case of malarial-hematuria 
or congestive fever fo hear from. So this general good health 
which a kind Providence has blessed us with furnishes me with 
no data from which a more extensive report can be made. 


er 
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BEPORT OF DR. C. HOOVER, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


In making my report of this (Pike) county for the year 1885, 
I find no matter of material importance to communicate. The 
health of the county has been remarkably good. No contagious 
or infectious diseases of any kind worth mentioning, and the san- 
itary condition of the county will compare favorably with any. 
Our jail is in good sanitary condition, though never clear of pris- 
oners. Our public school houses are well ventilated and the health 
of the children is looked after. 


a 


PANOLA COUNTY. 


BEPORT OF DR. F. G. DULA, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


In submitting my report for this term, dating from March goth 
to September 3oth, inclusive, I have the pleasure of stating that 
the populace of Panola county have enjoyed, for the entire term, 
a degree of healthfulness almost unparalled; we have had noth- 
ing of a contagious character, and our usual endemic fevers of 
this season are of less frequent occurrence, and perhaps more 
readily responsive to treatment than we usually find them, except, 
however, the occurrence within the last few days of the prevalence 
to some extent, of typho-malarial fever in the extreme southwest- 
ern portion of our county. The sanitary condition of our towns, 
prisons, etc., has been well maintained. 


—— | 
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RANKIN COUNTY. 


, BEPORT OF DR. W. H. WHITE, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER, 


No sickness of an unusual type has prevailed in this county the 
current year, except dysentery. This disease has been quite fatal 
in the northeastern and southwestern portions of the county. 
Charbon or malignant pustule has prevailed among the horses 
some eight or ten miles northwest of Brandon ‘and has attacked a 
few cattle, but being of the local, circumscribed variety, has not 
been fatal and has yielded promptly to treatment. 


~ 
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It having found a lodgment here, I apprehended another out- 
break if atmospheric conditions favorable.to it should occur. 
The county jail is clean and well. kept and little sickness has 
occurred among its inmates, and no deaths. 

P. S. Since writing the aboye I learn that several cases of 
diphtheria have Secure near here. 


SCOTT COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DB. JAS. Le MURRELL, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


- 


In compliance to the instruction that I have received, I here- 
with submit the following report of my acts as Chief Health 
Officer of Scott county for the year ending July the rst, 1885: 

In July, 1884, after receiving my appointment I put a notice 
in our county paper addressed to the Mayor and Aldermen of in- 
corporated towns-of Scott county requesting them to organize 
boards of health and establish such rules and regulations as would 
secure a healthy condition. 

During the spring and early part of the summer of 1884, we had 
an unusual number of malarial attacks which were easily controlled. 

In the latter part of August and the rst of September an epi- 
demic of measles prevailed and was followed by dysentery which 
provéd fatal in many instances under the skill of some of the best 
physicians in the county. 

In the fall and ‘winter diseases of the respiratory organs pre- 
vailed—such as pneumonia, bronchitis, pleurisy, etc., but were 
easily controlled with proper treatment. We have had no cases 
of small-pox, scarlet fever, diphtheria or yellow fever during the 
past year. An epidemic of measles prevailed April and May, 
1885, of a mild form; none proved fatal. 

Diseases of a malarial type prevailed all over the county, but 
generally speaking, were of a mild form. 

The public schools, both white and black, are in fine sanitary 
condition, and so are all the public buildings generally as. regards 


_ health and fire, 


I have examined our jail and find itina very healthy condition. 
During the last twelve months its inmates have been free from 
all contagious and infectious diseases, and two prisoners being 
sick, one “with dysentery, the other with malarial fever— both re- 
covered. 

The poor- -house of this county is not in a good sanitary condi- 
tion. The grounds and water are in good condition, but the 
houses are sorry indeed ; low, almost on the ground; poorly ven- 
tilated, and not fit to live i in. These houses are supplied with ill- 
construited bedsteads, without mattresses or any comfortable bed- 

ng 

The paupers are supplied with a very limited amount of cisi: 
ing, not enough to make them comfortable in winter or pleasant 
in summer. As a rule they have no facilities for bathing and are - 
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generally in a dirty and disgusting condition. The poor of the 
county comprise old and infirm negroes and whites—the former 
largely predominating and are generally afflicted with some 
chronic incurable disease. « 

In order to remedy this condition of the. paupers of this county, 
the present method of letting them out to the lowest bidder must 
be abandoned. 

I have suggested the building of a poor-house to the Board of 
Supervisors. 


TIPPAH COUNTY. 


BEPORT OF DR. W. D: OARTER, CHIEF HEALTH OFFIOER. g 


The past two years have been.very dry, no excesses in temper- 
ature either in winter or summer, consequently we have had an 


immunity from disease, both endemic and epidemic. Diphthe-’ 


ria, the germs of which have been lurking in this county a num- 
ber of years, became prevalent in this town (Ripley) the latter 
-part of last year, and to June 1, the present year; but by the 
use of disinfectants, fumigation, and with the strictest observance 
of the rules of the State Board of Health, the germs of the dis- 
ease, I have every confidence in believing, have been destroyed 
and the disease eradicated from this county. In the winter of 
1883, pneumonia prevailed to an alarming extent in one locality 
of this county, caused, perhaps, by the lime in the soil. It is 
known as the soap-stone belt—flat land, slightly marshy. 

Whether there are elements in the soil that will generate noxious 
gasses that will produce pulmonary disease is a question for etiolo- 


gists to settle. From my own personal observation, I am satis- - 


fied that pneumonia is both infectious and contagious. Last win- 
ter I was asked to see a middle-aged gentleman who had valvular 
disease of the heart a number of years, complicated with a large 
. cavity in the superior portion of the right lung; pneumonia of 
both; expectoration large and fæœtid. “Five of his friends and 
visitors who waited on him contracted the disease. In one the 
disease was fatal. It.could not have been a mere coincidence, 
for there was not another case in that section of the county, 

In the last decade there have been eight or ten cases of mala- 
rial hematuria. Nearly all of the cases have occurred in the 
vicinity of one mill-pond. Twenty acres of woodland was cov- 
ered by water. The timber all died, and a large portion lies cov- 
ered with leaves, sand and debris of various kinds, causing an ema- 
nation of gasses sufficient not only to produce chills and fever, 
but all the protean forms of disease caused by germs or malaria. 
The two cases of the disease above mentioned occurred near 
this pond, and died thirty hours after being attacked. There is 
no remedy for a malignant attack, except in the State Board of 
Health urging the Legislature to so amend the sanitary laws of 
the State, as to require all landowners to remove all obstructions 
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causing stagnant water, and not allowing streams to be obstructed 
by mill-dams, without first clearing all timber, taking out the roots 
and keeping out all floating logs or driftwood out of the sub- 
merged portions of the pond. 
The deaths in this town, with a population of nearly one thou- 
sand, is only 3 per 1,000; in the county, 5 per 1,000. yee 


TISHOMINGO COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. W. A. HODGES, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


I herewith submit my annual report. I have been belated, 
from having been confined to my bed for a week from sickness. 
On that account, I shall be concise. There was no sickness in 
the county during the latter part of the year 1884 worth mention- 
ing, and the first two months of 1885 were marked by no especial 
outbreak. On the breaking up of the severe winter, however, 
we had an unusual number of cases of pneumonia. During May 
and June we were comparatively exempt from sickness, but July, 
August and September each brought a full share. During the 

‘period extending over these months, dysentery prevailed to an 
alarming extent throughout a large portion of the county, and in 
many localities, assumed a very violent form, (that of being asso- 
ciated with a severe form of bilious fever, ) death being in almost 
every case the inevitable result. 

As near as Ican estimate, seventy-five per cent. of those at- 
tacked with this form died. It was confined almost entirely to 
children. 

There were no contagious diseases reported to me, excepting a 
few cases of measles. ae 
» Condition of county jail good, excepting ventilation, which is 
poor. 

I am not able to make a mortuary report which would be at all 
satisfactory. 


TUNICA COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. M., J. ALEXANDER, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


The sanitary condition of Tunica county in the past twelve 
months compares favorably with the general health of the pre- 
vious year. Aside of diseases peculiar to the different seasons, 
malaria, with its usual resulting derangements, was the most fre- 
quent foe which physicians had to contend with. They were, 
compared with last year, of a mild type. Congestive fevers were 
not as frequent by 50 per cent. as were met with in past years. 
Hemorrhagic-malarial fever, characterized by bloody urine and 
jaundice, seems to increase with every year, and is more severe 
in spring and fall than in the extremely hot or cold seasons. 

During the fall and winter of 1884-85, pneumonia and bron- 
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chial affections were more frequent han in the past year, only 
few cases, however, proving fatal, and these on account of bad 
condition of their dwelling houses. 

In the late spring and summer, to about July, we had quite a 
number of cases of dysentery, but no deaths, except in a few 
cases of children. Mumps was confined to a few plantations in 
the spring. 

In the latter part of July, and the whole of August, quite a 
severe type of influenza raged in the northeastern portion of our 
-county, with eight deaths. Pertussis was. comparatively scarce. 

The condition of the public school-houses is not as it should 
be, in many cases not having sufficient or any water supply, which 
is of such great importance during the summer season. In sev- 
eral instances, I was successful in persuading the trustees to fur- 
nish this necessity. 

The jail is kept in good sanitary condition. One death occur- 
red there during April, of congestive chill. Chills and fever of 
very mild type, not requiring medical attention, were found occa- 
sionally. ‘There was one case of tertiary syphilis, which received 
proper medical attention. 

Austin is the only incorporated town in Tunica county, and I 
being a resident of the same, the mayor and board of aldermen 
thought it unnecessary to create a local Board of Health. 

Since I received your letter of the 5th inst., I have laid this 
matter again before them, and they promise to ‘create a Health 
Board at their next regular meeting. 

I find a vast improvement fin the dwelling houses on planta- 
tions, also in the water supply, and I attribute in a great meas- 
ure to these improvements that the standard of health of 1885 
was above that of the past year. 


WASHINGTON COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. J. S. WALKER, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


Since assuming the duties of Health Officer of this county in 
June last, no diseases of an infectious or epidemic character have 
prevailed. Malarial fevers, about the only type that prevails here, 
have occurred to some extent, but, they have generally been of 
a mild and manageable character, except upon portions of the 
lower Deer Creek country, where a number of cases of malarial 
hematuria of a severe form have occurred, chiefly among those 
living upon recently cleared and ill- drained lands, and who ob- 
tain their drinking water from ordinary wells or from Deer Creek. 
Whatever may be the nature or source of malaria, it is my opinion 
that it is more frequently and more harmfully introduced into the 
system though the medium of impure drinking water than in any 
other way. Filtration does not remove its disease- producing 
qualities—nothing less than boiling, or what is better, distillation 
can accomplish that, and I believe that does it effectually. 
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Complaint was made to me during the summer by various citi- 
zens of Arcola, a village of a few hundred inhabitants situated 
on the west bank of Deer Creek, about 25. miles southeast of this 
place, (Greenville) that the business of butchering was conducted 
in that place in a mainer regardless of the laws of health or 
cleanliness, A personal inspection of the premises confirmed 
the statements made to me. Remonstrance with the proprietor 
of the slaughter pen failed to work any change in the methods 
pursued, or even to convince him that he was violating any san- 
itary law whatever. I found the pen in a most filthy condition, 
without drainage, and lacking the usual appliances of ordinarily 
well conducted establishments of that kind. The offal was left 
to putrify in the sun, or was thrown into the creek, the water of 
which is used by many persons living on its banks for cooking 
and drinking purposes. I need not speculate-upon the possible 
or probable consequences of such infection of the drinking water 
of so many people. The advent of cholera, or the general pre- 
valence of any epidemic influence, would, no doubt, be greatly 
promoted by this cause. Iam informed, also, by Dr. Bizzell, of 
Arcola, that it is a common practice to throw into the creek the 
bodies of all animals dying of disease, and, as evidence of the 
extent of this evil, he said that he had on one occasion counted 
fifteen carcasses within a distance of one mile. As the town of 
Arcola is not incorporated, its inhabitants have no remedy for the 
evils spoken of except through the Circuit Court, and the law, 
provided for that purpose, has for some time past been inopera- 
tive, on account of the physical disability of the Chief Judicial 
Officer of this District. I think it would be advisable to procure 
legislation establishing Boards of Health in each Supervisor’s Dis- 
trict, or to so extend the jurisdiction of magistrates as to enable 
them to deal summarily with all matters affecting the health of 
the community, 

The county jail, under the efficient control of our sheriff, is in 
good sanitary condition.. There have been no deaths, and but 
few cases of any kind requiring medical attention among its in- 
mates. ` i 

There are four incorporated towns in this county, viz: Green- 
ville, Leota, Stoneville, and Cletonia ; though the two last named 
have never organized any local government as authorized by the 
acts of incorporation. 

The town council of Greenville usually appoints a local board 
of health in the latter spring months, That such boards have 
done good service is evidenced by the excellent sanitary condi- 
tion of the town and the health of its inhabitants. 


, 


WILKINSON COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. E, I. MCGEHEE, CHIEF HEALTH OFPIOER. 


__ Since the rst March, 1884, when we assumed the duties of 
Chief Health Officer of Wilkinson county, the death rate has not 


+ 
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been high. The present year has been exceptionally healthful. 
Two railroads entering our county and the Mississippi river on the _ 
west affords easy ingress for contagious diseases, as the following 
report shows: 

Small-pox has twice been brought in. With the assistance ren- 
dered by the State, through the prompt action of the Health 
Officers the cases were isolated, the exposed vaccinated and the 
disease thus stamped out. Only three lives were lost. 

Measles has made a steady march from East to West, attacking 
a large proportion of the susceptible with unusual severity and 
fatality. 

Whooping-cough followed in its wake. 

_ Four sporadic cases of scarlatina have appeared. A wardrobe 

seemed to be the medium of infection; all else had been changed 
and the family who had suffered with the disease four months be- 
fore had moved with all furniture away, and rooms cleansed. 
The child of the new tenant whose clothes were put upon the 
shelves of wardrobe that had been similarly used by the scarlet 
fever patient, was first attacked. 

Typhoid fever, in our opinion, is met with more frequently 
than it would be if physicians would take the precaution to cir- 
cumscribe it that is done in contagious diseases. ‘Though it may 
not be technically considered contagious, yet no cases originated 
spontaneously, and typhoid fever germs are not destroyed when 
thrown upon the ground. ‘Therefore to isolate the patient, de- 
stroy by fire the excrements, fumigate the premises, can do no 
harm ; costs but little and may prevent its spread. 

During the winter there were eight cases of cerebro-spinal 
meningitis in southern and western portion of country in a zone 
of county where it appeared some years ago. We have to find 
refuge for our ignorance in believing some mysterious meteorolo- 
gical condition favors or produces that dreaded disease and the 
idiopatic erysipelas we have now among us. 

Wilkinson county is well watered and abounds with magnificent 
forests containing at least seventy-five varieties of growths ; three- 
fourths of it is upland where the air is pure and healthful, 

In the fertile valleys along these water courses malaria finds an 
abiding place, and is met with in all its forms. Especially has it 
manifested itselfin the form of flux during past two years.“ Would 
that the etiology of this fatal disease would be recognized more 
generally: the indications of treatment would be evident and its 
fatality reduced. 

We conclude with two practical suggesions to the citizens of 
this county: 

First, in choosing a site for dwelling house,have more regard for 
altitude, drainage and sanitary surroundings, and less for fertility 
of the immediate soil. 

Second, be as careful about the purity of the water as about 
the purity of groceries that are used; health and life will be pre- 
served thereby. 
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= WARREN COUNTY. 


REPORT OF W. T. BALFOUR, OHIEF HEALTH OFFIOER,. 


I herewith submit my report for the twelve months ending 
September 30, 1885: The health of this county has been unusual- 
ly good during the past year. The usual malarial diseases have 
prevailed, I think, to a less extent than generally. There has 
been no epidemic tendency of any kind, though I fear we are 
going to have quite an outbreak of both diphtheria and scarlet 
fever. So far, we have had about ten cases of diphtheria, with 
one déath, and four cases now in the city. Two cases of scarlet 
fever are í reported this morning. The sanitary condition of the 
city has been improved in one respect, that is by gravelling a 
number of the streets. Levee street has been gravelled and 
much improved in the last two years, The priyy system is still a 
source of danger and annoyance, from sub-soil pollution. We 
are promised water-works, but until they are erected, I see no 
remedy except from earthen closets. 

Ail but one of the numerous slaughter-pens are now beyond 
the city limits. The slaughter-pens moved some years ago, by an 
order of the court, opened in another part of the city, but have 
recently moved beyond the limits, and I am assured by the citi- 
zens in their respective localities, that the health of the people in 
those vicinities has been much better since their removal than 
while they were in their neighborhood. Thus proving what was 
stated by the court in the case referred to, ‘‘that while the court 
held that it had not been shown that the slaughter-pens had caused 
any disease, it was satisfied that their presence had prolonged and 
aggravated diseases.” 

I have visited the public institutions anc found them in a very 
good condition. 


~- 


YAZOO COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. W. B. THOMASON, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


In making this my report for the year ending the 30th Septem- 
ber, 1885, I am happy to be able to state that on the whole the 
health of the people of this county has been good, but in this 
section notas good as last year. 

No epidemics or contagious diseases have prevailed in the coun- 
ty, though we were a little uneasy for a short while last November, as 
there were a few cases of diphtheria in Yazoo City, but with the 

_proper precaution the disease was stopped, with only one death. 
The malarial diseases have.in a very few instances been of a 
malignant nature. 

Last January we had a few cases of malarial hematuria, most of 
them fatal, in July and August some cases, but all easily managed. 

We had an old pond of stagnant water drained near Yazoo 

_City, and in fact part of it extended inside. the corporate limits of 
the city. It covered a considerable area, several hundred acres, 
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and I think has been a great generator of malarial diseases for 
many years, and we tried to make arrangements with the Board 
of Mayor and Aldermen of Yazoo City when we were first ap- 
pointed Chief Health Officer of the county to have it drained, 
but they cried #00 expensive. 

This year we begun early, and in March consummated matters, 
by the county and city uniting, hence work was begun the first 
of April, but from some reason moved slowly, and was not com- 
pleted till June, andit was feared from the decay of vegetable 
matter, fish, etc., it would cause serious sickness, but not so, 
while on the other hand, the health in that neighborhood is 
reported to be better than it has been for several years. It cost 
near eight hundred dollars to complete the work, but the people 
say they are remunerated an hundred fold. 

This has-been the healthiest September the people of this coun- 
ty have enjoyed for several years. 

The sanitary condition of the public buildings and of eE coun- 
ty generally in a very good condition. 


YALOBUSHA COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. H. A. GANT, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER, 


From all the information that I can gather the health of Yalo- 
busha county for the last twelve months has been unusually good. 
There have been no epidemic diseases and none of an infectious 
or contagious character except a limited number of cases of 
measles and whooping-cough, which were not of a severe type— 
very few cases having proved fatal. During the past summer the 
prevalent diseases were, as usual, of a malarial type; besides in- 
termittent and remittent, there were a number of so-called typho- 
malarial cases, but these were not generally of so obstinate or 
fatal a character as were cases of the same disease of the preced- 
ing year, 

Dysentery, mostly of a typhoid type, prevailed to a limited 
-extent in the town of Water Valley and vicinity during the months 
of August; September and October. There have been very few 
cases of uncomplicated typhoid fever. i 

It is proper and just for me to state that during the entire sum- 
mer the health of the County Health Officer was such that he 
was unable to take an active part in the discharge of the duties 
of the office, and hence this report is made up chiefly from infor- 
mation obtained from other physicians of the county. During 
the inability of the Health Officer, Dr. J. H. Shoffner was.ap- 
pointed City Health Officer by the Board of Mayor and Alder- 
men of Water Valley, and after issuing proper notice proceeded 
to have abated a number of nuisances and to have cleansed and 
disinfected many places of objectionable and unhealthy surround- 

ings. The county jail and other public buildings have been kept 
well ventilated and in good sanitary condition. 
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